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Dear BROr HR, 8 


UNI. I had ſome time to look over 
and examine this wide extended ſtraggling 
city, and to form ſome connected ideas of 
its ſituation, it would have been idle to at- 
tempt a deſcription of it; and even now it 
muſt be but in general terms: Imagine to 
yourſelf an extent of ſhore, upon a ſpaci- 
ous river, capable of receiving every ſort of 
ſhipping, and pouring its waters immedi- 
ately into the Atlantic Ocean, with regard 

Vor. II. B to 
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to its Iocal poſition, far preferable to every 
other on the Continent of Europe, for the 
moſt extended traffic with the whole Conti- 
nent of America; if we add to this, the 

ſalubrity of the climate, the infinite varie- 
ty of fruits, and indeed almoſt of every 
deſirable produce of Nature this country is 
capable of yielding, even when cultivated 
with the ſmalleſt care, one is perfectly at 
a loſs to determine which of the circum- 
ſtances to admire the moſt: I mean, how 
much Nature has done to render the inha- 
bitants of this country happy, or how little 
they have done for themſelves. You are 
not, therefore, to expect from me a for- 
mal and regular deſcription of the city of 
Liſbon, nor indeed of any thing elſe, as I 
have hinted to you before, more eſpecially 
as there are other concerns I conſider of a 
more intimate and preſſing nature to give 
you an account of. 


If we reckon from the villages of Pe- 
drougos and Belem upon the ſhore below 
the city, to which they are now entirely 
joined by a continued ſeries of buildings, 
Liſbon reaches along the beach up towards 
Maravila, from fix to ſeven Engliſh miles, 
with a great variety of breadths and diſ- 
tances inwards to the country upon the high 


grounds, 
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grounds, which riſe almoſt immediately 
behind in moſt places, where they are not 
divided and ſeparated by the vallies which 
run immediately between them, and of 
which the principal 1s that in which ſtands 
the fineſt ſtreet, compoſed entirely of new 
buildings, called the Rua Auguſta, which is 
overlooked on one ſide by the Caſtle of 
Eiſbon, and on the other, by a quarter of 
the city called the Bairo Alto, built on a 
very elevated ſituation, affording an end- 
leſs variety of proſpedts from the diffe- 
rent houſes, according to their heights and 
various poſitions. Thoſe who are fond 
of romantic compariſons ſay, this city is 
built like Rome, and ſtands on ſeven hills; 
but I have not yet been able to trace any 
thing that could enable me to juſtify the 
compariſon, One thing certain is, that all 
the high commanding grounds in or about 
the city, are entirely occupied with Cha- 
pels, Churches, and large extenſi ve Con- 
vents, which, with their kitchen gardens, 
vineyards and orchards, occupy a fifth, or 
at leaſt a ſixth part of the whole city, and 
whoſe numerous and idle inhabitants are 
entirely ſupplied and afterwards ſupported 
at the expence of the reſt, 
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All the ſtreets, laid out and built ſince 
the earthquake on the iſt of November, 
1755, are ſtraight, regular, and moſtly ſpa- 
cious, running at right angles to each 
other; but the houſes are ſtill generally too 
high in proportion to the width of the 
ſtreets; on which account, the falling of 
the houſes upon the firſt great ſhock, muſt 
inevitably bury under their ruins thoſe 
who ſhall be able to eſcape into the ſtreet. 
This reflection moſt probably eſcaped the 
attention of the Marquis of Pombal, and 
his Architect, Mr. Mardel, when they laid 
out the general plan of their new city, 
which I have had a peep of ſince I came 
here, and which will now, moft likely, 
not be carried any farther into execution; 
not on account of its imperfections, (if it 
has any) but purely becauſe it originated 
under the former Miniſter; thus much is 
certain, that immediately after the acceſſion 
of the preſent Queen, a ſtop was put to the 
public buildings which were going on in 
the city, inſomuch that one part of the 
great ſquare, where ſtands an equeſtrian 
ſtatue of the late King, which I may have 
occaſion to mention hereafter, remains yet 
unfiniſhed, and the maſons and workmen 
| were ſet to work and employed in building 
a new Convent of a great extent, and at a 

| vaſt 
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vaſt expence, which is now well advanced, 
and is intended for the reception of Nuns, 
and which the preſent pious Queen 1s to 
dedicate to the Heart of Jeſus; and for this 
piece of new devotion ſhe already obtained 
a Bull from the preſent Pope, Pius the 
Sixth, for an additional Holiday on the 
6th of June yearly ; and this ſhe applied 
for and had eſtabliſhed through the king- 
dom the very firſt year of her reign. Now, 


I think it may ſafely be concluded, that no 
additional Convents ever entered into the 


late Miniſter's plan of the new city; and in 
proof of this, I obſerved in the plan I ſaw, 
that the great avenue or road leading from 
the city to the new Palace, which was 
laid out on a fine commanding ground 
called the Campo d Ourique, runs exactly 
acroſs the ſite where this new Convent 
ſtands, and equally acroſs the preſent Ce- 
metery of the Engliſh, which lays between 
the Convent and where the new Palace was 
to have been built. 


One reflection I think here preſents itſelf, 
equally true as it is mortifying to human 
vanity, and to the. value which ſuch tri- 
fling ſhort-lived beings as we are, ought to 
put upon all ſublunary things. 


The 
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The Marquis of Pombal, who was, with- 
out doubt, a character ſo far ſuperior to 
any of his own conntrymen, as to admit 
of no compariſon between them and him, 
was exceſſively enamoured of the new plan 
for the rebuilding of the city, and after the 
expulſion of the Jeſuits from Portugal and 
their deſtruction, which he was extremely 
inſtrumental in bringing about, by means 
of his friend Ganganelli, it may be truly 
ſaid to have been his hobby-horſe, on 
which he laviſhed money, and ſpared no 
expence, in making the different accomoda- 
tions for the Royal Exchange, the apart- 


ments, ſtore-houſes, &c. &0c. for the new 


Cuſtom-houſe, and all the other tribunals 


and ſeats of juſtice, commodious and mag- 
nificent : Theſe were moſtly to be contain- 
ed in the great Square above-mentioned, 
the name of which he changed from Terrei- 
ro do Paſſo, (the ground of the Palace) which 
it had before the earthquake, as the Palace 
then ſtood on one ſide of it, to that of Pra- 
ta de Commercio, (the place of trade or com- 


merce) which has obtained ever ſince ; this 


Square he conſidered as the great reſidential 
theatre of the whole trade of Portugal with 
foreign nations, and with their own poſleſ- 
ſions in South America and the Indies; and 
alſo where all the great cauſes in civil and 

criminal 
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criminal juſtice, were to be heard and ulti- 
mately decided. It was therefore no won- 
der he directed a great part of his attention 
to the compleating and embelliſhing of this 
Square, as well as of the other principal 


parts of the new City, ſo immediatelß 


connected with it; even to the overlooking 
many other new manufactories of different 
articles he himſelf had ſet up, in order to 
prevent as much as poſſible the call for the 
ſame articles from abroad, which made 
the balance always ſo much againſt them, 
and carried ſo much of the current coin 
out of the country. Among other cir- 
cumſtances, I have been told of an anec- 
dote, which would appear very ſingular, 
at leaſt any where elſe, though not ſo here, 
where there ſeems to be ſuch a congregate 
of ſingularities of every kind, as I have 
never met with any where elſe. There is, 
among others, a conſiderable filk manu- 
factory long eſtabliſhed at Liſbon, and 


conſequently a ſevere prohibition of an 


importation of- that article from abroad, 
and yet I am aſſured, that during the late 
Miniſter's adminiſtration, it happened of- 
tener than once the looms were ſtopped 
merely through the want of the pecuniary 
ſupply to. keep them agoing, inſomuch 
that the great warehouſe of the manufac- 
IH - tory 
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tory was often without goods to anſwer the 
public demand, and the Miniſter has been 
under the neceſſity of ordering privately, 
and in contravention to his own law, ſilks 
to be ſmuggled from the French ſhips in 
the river in the night-time, and depoſited 
1n the warehouſe, and afterwards fold to 
the public, as the produce of his own ma- 
nufactory, and that too with confiderable 
advantage to the parties concerned, as it 
had always been found impoſſible to fur- 
niſh the ſilks manufactured in the country, 
ſo cheap as thoſe of equal goodneſs could 
be had from France : the ſame indeed holds 
true with regard to the produce of every 
other manufactory eſtabliſhed in this coun- 
try. How muſt it therefore grate the feel- 
ings of the late Miniſter in his retreat, to be 
informed, that his projected re-edification 
of the city is put a ſtop to, and part of his 
plan actually reverſed, which is evident by 
the poſition of this new Convent, beſides 
other ſteps already taken to deſtroy the 
whole ſymmetry of the plan he had fo 
fondly meditated ? One conſolation howe- 
ver he is certain of, proceeding from the 
aſſurance he may have that the immediate 
ſucceſſor to the preſent Miniſter will be as 
careful to ſubſtitute his own plans, in the 
place of thoſe now adopted; and as it 9 7 
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leſs reaſonable to conclude the ſame thing 
will happen at the change of every ſuc- 
ceeding deſpot, the effects of ſuch a ſucceſ- 
ſion of crude, unconnected and oppoſite 
ideas, will be but too evident in the con- 
fuſed and irregular appearance the riſing 
city will be made to take. 


Another circumſtance only I ſhall men- 
tion, and then I have done with this irre- 
gular deſultory ſort of letter, in order to 
attend to what I am to conſider as my more 
immediate duty, according to the tenor of 
your directions for my correſpondence, 
which are, to pay much more regard to 
men than to things, in the accounts I give 
you of my travels. 


In peruſing the hiſtory of this country, 
I find that, on different occaſions, their 
Kings and the Court have been obliged to 
quit Liſbon, on account of the plague 
raging in the city, and to take up their reſi- 
dence at Almeirim, Santarem, Salvaterra, 
or ſome other hunting ſeat belonging to 
the Royal family; this being a matter of 
uniform hiſtorical fact, not to be called in 
queſtion, I have been much puzzled how to 
account for ſuch a phoenomenon, in a 
country, the air of which is in every part 
ſo pure and ſalubrious, and moſt particu- 
Vor, II. E | larly 
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larly in Liſbon and the diſtricts near it; but 
ſince my arrival here, I think I have been 
able to account for it, in conſequence of 
ſome obſervations I have made. I ſhall 
leave you to judge how far I may bein 
the right. 


From the information I have gathered, 
both in converſation and by reading, as 
well as from obſerving the arrangement, 
diſpoſition and conſtruction of the ſtreets 
and houſes, in ſome parts of the city, ſtill re- 
maining ſuch as the whole city was before 
the earthquake of 1755, I am convinced 
it did not then take up more than half the 

it now covers, at the ſame time 
that the number of inhabitants was nearly 
equal at both periods; and, during ſome 
centuries of the firſt exiſtence of Portugal as 
an independent ſtate, Liſbon muſt have ſtill 
been more confined in extent, and was en- 
tirely ſurrounded with a high wall flanked 
with towers, as all the great Mooriſh ci- 
ties in Spain at thoſe times were; and, 
from inſpection at preſent, I can conceive 
nothing more abominable nor worſe con- 
trived than the exceſſive narrowneſs of the 
ſtreets, their ſudden and irregular turnings 
and windings, their great declivity, unfit 
for any wheel carriage, and the violent aſ- 
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cents and deſcents, almoſt every where and 
in every direction, together with the auk- 
ward conſtruction of the houſes, each ſtory 


| Jutting out over that immediately under it, 


in ſuch a manner, that the inhabitants of 
the upper apartments could literally ſhake 
hands from the oppoſite ſide of the ſtreet, 
by which means the light of the Sun was 
almoſt conſtantly excluded, and all acceſs 


to any free current of air, which was ſtill 


more reduced to a ſtate of ſtagnation, by 
means of the cloſe latticed windows, each 
houſe was carefully guarded with, and 
which were in ſome ſort neceſſary to pre- 
vent people from ſeeing every thing which 
paſſed in the interior of each other's houſes. 


Such was the ſituation: of Liſbon before the 


earthquake, excepting the Mooriſh walls, 
which had been moſtly taken away a long 


time before. 


If we add to the above conſiderations, 
the ſlothful, indolent manner of life all the 
Portugueſe lead, who are not obliged to 
have recourſe to daily labour for their 
bread, without taking any fort of exerciſe, 
and almoſt conſtantly wrapped up in their 
cloaks; we ſhall want but one circumſtance 


more to account, I think ſatisfactorily fo 75 


„ r 
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a a plague having appeared ſometimes for- 
merly in Liſbon. 


This circumſtance 1s, that there was then 
a total want of common ſhores all over the 
city, which is even now but far too parti- 
ally ſupplied with them. To ſpare you and 
myſelf too, the detail of diſagreeable ideas, 
ſuppoſe every thing, (which in well regu- 
lated cities, or wherever there are numbers 
of men aſſembled together, is conveyed 
under ground from the houſes, by means 
of common ſhores) thrown nightly from 
every ſtory into narrow ſtreets, and there. 
ſuffered to remain, ſending up ſuch peſti- 
lential exhalations of every kind, as were 
alone ſufficient to breed an epidemic diſor- 
der, I think the accounts we have of the 
plague at times prevailing there will ap- 
pear no longer wonderful. 


But, whatever was the caſe formerly in 
that reſpect, there appears hardly the poſ- 
ſibility of any return of the ſame heavy 
misfortune, the city being now built, upon 
quite a different ſyſtem ; and it were fortu- 
nate for the inhabitants, could they but 
inſure themſelves only half as well againſt 
the dreadful cataſtrophe of earthquakes to 
which their country is ſo miſerably ſubject. 
Adieu. 


LE T- 
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LE TT 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dzar BROTHER, 


TEE more buſineſs and ne acquaintance 
here encreaſe upon me, I am certainly fur- 
niſhed by that means with more extenſive 
materials for your entertainment ; but I 
have of courſe leſs time to arrange my 
thoughts, and give them you in order, and 
for theſe reaſons I have the ſtronger claim 
on your indulgence, at the ſame time any 
irregularities I may fall into of that ſort, 
cannot materially affect any eſſential part 
of my obſervations. 


We arrived both late and fatigued at our 
apartments, where we found the Clergy- 
man, whom Lord Freeman had ſent di- 
rectly from Faro to Liſbon, with the reſt of 
his gros baggage, as being unneceſſary in our 
trip round the frontiers of the kingdom. 
This Gentleman, who it ſeems had former- 
ly taught Lord Freeman his Greek and 
Latin, and now: willingly paſſes for his 

Governor 
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Governor or Preceptor, has every appear- 
ance of a claſſical pedant, ſeems entirely 
ignorant of the world and unfit to appear 
in it; he is a native of North Britain, and 
has been ſent, as I underſtand, by Lord 
Freeman's mother, who 1s alſo of a noble 
family of the ſame country, to have an 
eye over her ſon's morals while abroad ; 
to prevent his forming any improper con- 
nexion, and his imbibing any notions reſ- 
pecting religion, which might tarniſh the 
principles of the pure Preſbyterian faith, 
the and her friend Doctor Duncan have 
taken care to teach her ſon from his infan- 
cy, and which, I eaſily perceive, he has 
taken as good care to new model and ac- 
commodate to more rational opinions he 
has ſince formed. However, he keeps fair 
with the Doctor, though he deſpiſes him, 
and ſuffers him in his family, on purpoſe 
not to diſguſt his mother, for whom, by 
all his converſation, he ſeems to have the 
greateſt regard and moſt ſincere filial af- 
. 


Though it was late in the evening on 
which we arrived here, yet the truſty Iriſh 
ſervant Timothy Cockſpur, had, it ſeems, 
fent immediate notice to a female friend of 
his * who compoſes part of the nu- 

| METOUS 
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merous ſuite of female attendants in his 
Excellency the Marquis of Pancorvo's fa- 
mily, and whom Timothy, partly by mo- 
ney and partly by carefles, has ſecured in 
his maſter's intereſt. We had ſupped, and 
Lord Freeman had retired to his bedcham- 
ber, and was undreſſing when he received 
a letter from his beloved miſtreſs; he ea- 
gerly opened it, as you may well ſuppoſe, 
for Timothy took care to telt him from 
whence it came; and having peruſed it, he 
ſent for me, and put it into my hands. Its 
contents where exactly as I here copy them 
for your peruſal : 


„My deareft Friend and Lord, 

It is impoffible for me to refrain from 
teſtifying to you my joy on your ſafe arri- 
val here, of which I am juſt now informed, 
after being ſo long deprived of the happi- 
neſs of hearing from, or even of you; but 
my Prayers for your preſer vation ha ve 
been heard, my Freeman is ſafe, and I am 


happy. 


But yet, my Lord, you will be egre- 
giouſly miſtaken, if you imagine our buſi- 
neſs is near a concluſion; on the contrary, 
ſince my arrival, I find that period ſtill 
more diſtant than even I had apprehend- 
ed: Two powerful obſtacles ſtand here full 

in 
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in our way; theſe are intereſt and reli- 
gion; but, if you are a true Knight, you 
will be rather pleaſed than ſorry at theſe 
cireumſtances, as they will redound ſo 
much the more to your renown, by afford- 
ing you an opportunity of vanquiſhing 
them, and, like the preux Chevaliers of old, 
obtaining your Dulcinea through a multi- 
tude of toils, difficulties and dangers: One 
thing I know is, that, to judge of your af- 
fection by my own, no difficulties will em- 


barraſs you—Oh ! I could facrifice every 


conſideration for my deareſt Freeman. 


* But now to be ſerious, my Lord; Pa- 
tience and Perſeverance——theſe are the 
only arms, with which you are to fight 
the battle; and though, I readily ima- 
gine not the beſt adapted to the diſpo- 
ſition of an Engliſh ſoldier, they are the 
moſt ſucceſsful means of effecting almoſt 
any thing in this country, with which I am 
much better acquainted than your Lord- 
ſhip : The Portugueſe are like the mules 
and aſſes which abound in their country; 
with ſome addreſs you may lead them as 
you pleaſe, but they will not be driven, 
and it is with them that, pran' piano va lontano. 


For your regulation, I muſt give you 
la carte du pays, as I have found it on my 
arrival 
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arrival here, reſpecting my own preſent 
ſituation, and that of the ill- conducted fa- 
mily to which I belong. 


* You know already, that my mother 
is as blindly attached to the religion in 
which ſhe was educated, as my father is 
poſitive, bigotted and headfirong, in every 
thing on which he ſets his heart; theſe diſ- 
poſitions have nearly proved his ruin; for, 
knowing nothing of farming, nor of the 
management of lands and vineyards, he 
had entruſted the cultivation of two eſtates 
he has, one near this city and another in a 
diſtant province, to the care of two prieſts, 
poor relations of his own, who have robbed 
and pillaged him after the moſt extraordi- 


nary manner, and inſtead of bringing him 


in the uſual rents, have in their accounts, 
which he does not underſtand, generally 
brought him in their debtor, and all this, 
notwithſtanding his being told repeatedly, 
that theſe two men were ruining him; 
inſomuch that, during my abſence in Eng- 
land, the late King, hearing of this confu- 
ſion in our family affairs, ordered the ad- 
miniſtration of my father's lands and houſes 
to be put into the hands of truſtees for my 
brother, allowing out of the rents, what is 
barely ſufficient to ſupport the family; ſo 

Ver. II. D that, 
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that, were it not for the intereſt of my 
fortune, it would be impoflible to keep up 
what is reckoned the indiſpenſible ſhevw and 
appearance of Fidalgos, or perſons of rank; 
and for this reaſon I was, till lately, at a 
loſs to know where my mother gets the 
money ſhe furiſhes my brother, whoſe ruin 
ſhe compleated by the prepoſterous mar- 
riage ſhe made for him; and whom, the 
more extravagant and indiſcreet he is in his 
behaviour, the more ſhe ſeems anxious to 
indulge in all his humours and paſſions ; 
while my father is no leſs blind to his ſon's 
irregularities, by the intervention of his 
own Confeſſor, Father Dominick de Saint 
Nicholas, who had the directon of my bro- 
| ther's education, and has inſpired him with 
ſentiments and principles ſimilar to his 
own, which are of the moſt abandoned 
ſort ; this worthleſs Fryar governs our fa- 
mily, through the unbounded influence he 
has over my father, by means of the con- 
feſſional chair, and by the deference my 
mother is obliged to pay him in every 
thing, on account of her favourite ſon's at- 
tachment to him, and of her own no leſs 
misjudged attachment to her fon. 


The only perſon Rel has no ſort of 175 
authority in the family, is preciſely he who 


ought 
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ought to be inveſted with it all, and is no 
other than my mother's Confeſſor, the wor- 
thy Father Jockelyn, whom I have men- 
tioned to you formerly in England. This 
good creature will intermeddle in no buſineſs 
of the family, but to keep peace, and com- 
poſe the differences which happen but too 
often, eſpecially among the female part of 
it, which is by far too numerous. Only 
conſider me here, ſurrounded with near a 
dozen attendants, all of whom are of very 
little real uſe to me, for they know ſcarce 
any thing beſide intriguing, dreſs, writing 
billets doux, and backbiting each other ; 
whereas, in England, one ſmart maid, or 
two at moſt, with the aſſiſtance of the Fri- 
ſeur upon occaſions, were all I ever had 
any call for; but one muſt ſo far give way 
to cuſtom, and to ſay the truth, my mo- 
ther ſeems equally tenacious of the manners 
of this country, as if ſhe were a native. 
—And fo much, my Lord, at preſent, for 
the interior of our family. 


] muſt next inform you, that your old 
acquaintance, whom you called Captain Pri- 
olet, with whom you told me you had tra- 
velled for ſome months in Flanders and 
Germany about two years ago, is here at 
preſent, has the rank of Colonel, and com 

D 2 mands 
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mands one of the Regiments, which com- 
poſe this garriſon; he is highly eſteemed 
by all who know him, and will, I am 
perſuaded, wait on you to-morrow morn- 
ing, as I have given directions for his being 
informed of your arrival; he bears an uni- 
verſal good character, and will be of great 
uſe in introducing you every where, and, 
among other perſons to my father and 
mother, whom he viſits ſo frequently, that 
the malicious part of his acquaintance puts 
down his aſſiduity to my account; but the 
truth is, I find there is an attachment be- 
tween him and my couſin Miſs Welding, 
whom you have ſeen of our parties at 
Greenwich and Blackheath, although ſhe 
does not acknowledge it to me, but ſays, 
he only wiſhes to play the part of her Ciciſ- 
bes However that may be, ſhe came here 
about four months ago, to take care of her 
father, the old General, whom the London 
phyſicians have, as uſual, ſent here too late, 
for the benefit of the air, though the old 
man has mended ſurpriſingly ſince his arri- 
val. My couſin is the beſt girl alive, and, 
as ſhe viſits me much more frequently than 


our ridiculous Portugueſe gravity and de- 


corum w1ll permit me to vifit her, ſhe may 
be of ſingular ſervice to us, in conveying 


the neceſſary intelligence, and in helping 


to 


1 
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to ſmooth any difficulties which may come 
in our way. The principal one I foreſee at 
preſent, excluſive of my father and mo- 
ther's habitual bigotry and diſlike of all 
ſorts of hereticks, ariſes from the informa- 
tion of one of my maids, who I have rea- 
ſon to believe is ſincerely my friend; this 
woman tells me, that frequently before my 
return from England, as well as very often 
ſince, a Portugueſe Gentleman has viſited 
my father after dark, in a myſterious man- 
ner, and that ſometimes, eſpecially lately, 
my mother has been called in on theſe oc- 
caſions; that, obſerving theſe proceedings, 
her curioſity was awaked to know what 
was going on, and that by means of ſome 
favourable glances ſhe lately beſtowed on 
my father's chief confident and body ſer- 
vant, (who had been long endea vouring to 
ingratiate himſelf with her) ſhe had learned 
that a treaty was on foot for my marriage 
with that Gentleman, to which he has 
brought my parents to conſent, though ſo 
much their inferior in birth, by advancing 
them money at different times, to the a- 
mount of twenty thouſand crowns, which 
my father was in the utmoſt want of to 
ſupport: his rank, and my mother to ſup- 
ply her ſon's extravagance; that having 
now no lands nor other valuables to mort- 


gage 
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gage and raiſe money upon, they were ne- 
ceſſitated to have recourſe to this humiliat- 
ing connexion, by marrying their only 
daughter to a rich plebeian, and who is 
alſo ſtrongly ſuſpected of having Jewiſh 
blood ia his veins. 


* This Gentleman, who, it ſeems, is to 
be your Lordſhip's rival, is no other than 
the rich Brazil merchant, Bernardo Soares 
Mendez da Coſta, whom every body you 
will talk with, can give you an account 
of, and who has an elder brother ſettled 
theſe many years in the Brazils, who 
remits him home money and goods to a 
great amount by every fleet that arrives. 


„ Though this affair is really of itſelf 
laughable and ridiculous, and puts one in 
mind of reading ſome old Spaniſh Ro- 
mance, yet I am alſo very much mortified 
at ſeeing my aged parents, reduced by their 
own miſapprehenſions and extravagance to 
expoſe themſelves after ſuch a manner, 
notwithſtanding they intend that I ſhall be 
the victim. Little do they ſuſpect the na- 
ture of their daughter's ſentiments and af- 
fettions, ſo different from their own; ſtill 
lefs that her heart is long ago unchangeably 
fixed and pre-engaged; and Icaſt of all, that 
the object of her foul is the worthieſt and 

| moſt 
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moſt valuable of mankind.— Good night, 
my Lord; 1 only beg a line in return, to 
be certain this has reached you. 
« Your's, fin” alle cenere, 
* ECCcRETIA.” 


Lord Freeman would have kiſſed every 
line of his miſtreſs's letter, but on the pre- 
ſent occaſion he had not time; he called 
immediately for pen ink and paper to his 
bed-ſide, and, on a table ſet by it, with a 
heart overflowing with a tumultuous va- 
riety of delightful emotions, he wrote her 
as follows : 


Angel of my Soul! matchleſs Lucre- 
tia ! extraordinary Woman !-—What have 
I done, or wherein can conſiſt any merit of 
mine, to induce the moſt incomparable of 
her ſex to pour ſuch a refreſhing ſtream of 
Joy into my heart, as I have juſt received 
from the peruſal of your letter ? Oh! cruel 
Abſence! I was almoſt going to ſay, that 1 
now valued you being ſucceeded by ſuch a 
tranſporting return of love and affection. 
Did you but know, my Lucretia, the pathe- 
tic vows of thanks I daily breathe out to 
Heaven for having created you, ſent you 
into the world, and given you to me—Yes, 
my only Life, I will ſee my friend Priolet 

to-morrow, 
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to-morrow, and Miſs Welding ; I will do 
every thing you requeſt of me, and ſuffer 
every thing for your ſake.—How comes it, 
Lucretia, you are ſo different from every 
one belonging to you, and I believe from 
every perſon of your ſex ? Oh! how I long 
to deliver you from ſuch a ſituation and 
from ſuch unworthy company ; but I will 
be guided in every thing by your prudence 
and matchleſs judgment—O Love ! thou 
art the moſt exalted bleſſing that ever was 
imparted to mankind : thou art the true 
ſource of happineſs, the ſpring of goodneſs, 
the torrent of pleaſure ; thy delights are 
only celeſtial, and no grovelling earth-born 
ſoul was ever yet ſuſceptible of reliſhing 
thy pure and charming tranſports - But 
yet, my Lucretia, whence comes it, that 
when I would expreſs my affection for 
you, I find my words are weak and une- 
qual to the taſk : nor am I able to com- 
prehend your real value within the lazy 
dull formality of ſpeech ! E; 


* Excuſe me, Lucretia, but for a mo- 
ment longer—pardon the tranſports of a 
love that never had its equal. May the 
choiceſt of the celeſtial bands lull you to 
ſweet repoſe, as calm and pure as that 
divine inhabitant which animates your 

matchleſs 
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matchleſs frame, glows in thoſe candid. 
cheeks, and ſhines reſplendent from thoſe 
ſparkling eyes, with the ſight of which 1 
hope mine will now very toon be bleſſed. 
Sweet Lucretia, my beſt Lucretia, gocd 
night. 
« Your's eternally, 
| © FREEMAN,” 


I have not tune to make any remarks 
on the above letters, but ſhall be better 
able to do fo when more acquainted with 
both the parties concerned; beſides, it is 
now the hour of ſending the letters to the 
poſt, and Iam aſſured the packet fails this 
night. Adieu. 
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Liſbon, 1779. 


' Dear BROTHER, 


I Expected to have heard from you by the 
packet which came in here a few days ago, 
but have been difappointed. Though you 
deſired me not to take up my paper with 
politics, yet, as it may perhaps be of uſe to 
you, in the way of trade and ſpeculation, 
I muſt inform you, it is the univerſal opi- 
nion here, that we are on the eve alſo of a 
Spaniſh war, becauſe the French Cabinet 
chuſes it, and entirely againſt the ſenſe of 
the Spaniſh nation, ever averſe to a war 
with Great Britain: where your Lord N—th 
will find money to anſwer ſuch unexampled 
expences, appears indeed a myſtery ; and 
whatever his character may be as an indi- 
vidual, I think there is too little danger of 
miſtake in pronouncing him a moſt profli- 
gate Miniſter. 


bY 


But that is none of my buſineſs here, 
however ſeverely hurt my love for man- 
kind 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 27 


kind may be, at ſeeing the moſt perfect fa- 
bric of a political inſtitution, ever raiſed 
by human ingenuity, moving with ſuch 
haſty ſtrides towards its diſſolution, by the 
almoſt univerſal corruption of individuals, 
tired of enjoying real happineſs. 


Returning therefore to my narration, as 
contained in my laſt epiſtle, I now proceed: 
to inform you, that Lord Freeman's ſpirits 
were too much agitated with the reading of 
his miſtreſs's letter, and writing the an- 
ſwer to it, to permit him to go to ſleep till 
very late, neither did he awake till pretty 
late the next morning, when Mr. Priolet 
was announced to him, and I uſhered that 
Gentleman into his bedchamber ; theſe two 
friends: met again with a great degree of 
heart-felt ſatisfaction, and during break- 
faſt were employed in giving each other an 
account of the manner in which they had 

employed their time ſince they laſt parted. 


Priolet was accompanied by another Gen- 
tleman, one Doctor Allen, Chaplain of the 
Britiſh Factory here, who, hearing of our 
arrival, came alſo very civilly, to make 
us an offer of his ſervices; he appears to 
be a man of letters and an agreeable com- 
panion, full of information and withal very 
E 2 communi- 
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communicative; J intend availing myſelf 
of his politeneſs. 


After breakfaſt, notwithſianding the heat, 
we ſallied out to take a view of the city, 


whoſe romantic ſituation, wildly and irregu- 
larly ſcattered over ſo-many high grounds 
and vallies, interſperted with orchards and 
vineyards, and deſcending to the banks 
of a majeſtic river full of ſhipping, pro- 
duces fuch a variety of pictureſque views, 
at every new ſtation the obſerver takes, 
as are perfectly intereſting. Lord Free- 
man juſtly obſerved, that every proſpect 
at ſome diftance from where he ftood, was 
as beautiful, as the ſpot immediately un- 
der his eye was nauſeous} and difguſting: 
In fact, the ſtreets are never cleaned, al- 
though there is an eſtabliſhed contract for 
ſcavengers, but they neglect their duty ; 
every fort of filth is difcharged in the night, 
and often in the day-time, from a window 
or two of each houſe, into the ſtreets, 
which would be much more notfome than 
they actually are, were not every thing 
that can be eat up by ſtarving dogs, quick- 
ly devoured by fwarms of thoſe animals, 
who live abroad, and belong to nobody; 
as the ſtreets are alſo fince the earthquake 
more ſtraight and ſ Pacious, the ftrong Sun- 

| beams 
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beams penetrating them, are of great uſe 
in drawing off many peſtilential exha- 
lations, in purifying the air, and keeping 
the ſtreets much cleaner than otherwiſe 
they would be, a circumſtance which could 
not take place before the earthquake. A 
fine Northern breeze, which prevails from 
mid-day forward, refreſhes the parched 
inhabitants of at leaſt all the higher parts 
of the city, and carries off the bane- 
ful effluvia; yet, after all, it is impoſſible 
to walk the city, without the olfactory 
nerves being every moment ſaluted with 
the moſt diſagreeable ſenſations; accord- 
ingly no perſons here, who can poffibly 
avoid it, ever walk the ſtreets, both on 
account of the violence of the heat, and the 
great diſtances, the city being ſo exceed- 
ingly ſpread in all directions; ſo that it is a 
common obſervation of the natives, that, 
_ excepting perſons of the loweſt conditions 
of life, you ſhall not meet any one on 
foot during fome hours of the violent heat 
every day, but dogs and Engliſhmen. 


During the courſe of our walk, which 
was a pretty long one, I had a gocd deal 
of converſation with Doctor Allen, while 
Lord Freeman was diſcourſng with his old 
acquaintance, who has every appearance 

| of 
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ol a ſenſible Officer and a well bred man, 
and of whom Doctor Allen gave me the 
following account: 


Colonel Priolet, who is a Captain on half- 
pay in the ſervice of Great Britain ever ſince 
the concluſion of laſt war, came into the 
ſer vice of this country at the particular 
deſire of the late Count la Lippe, under 
whom he ſerved, during the war in Ger- 
many, and who had the higheſt regard for 
him, and inſiſted on his accompanying 
him, when the late King of this country 
and the preſent King of England requeſted 
the Count to take the command of the Por- 
tugueſe and Engliſh troops which were to 
act againſt the Spaniſh Army, which aſ- 
ſembled on the frontiers of Portugal ſoon 
after the declaration of the war with Spain 
in the beginning of 1762. 


Priolet was originally of French extrac- 
tion, being deſcended from one of thoſe 
numerous families which were obliged to 
abandon their native country and their all, 
upon the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
He has even had the melancholy ſatisfac- 
tion of ſurveying in the courſe of a pretty 
long tour he took through France. and 
Germany, when he met with Lord Free- 
man, the very — ſpot of land, being 
a neat 
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a neat little eſtate, beautifully ſituated in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Niſmes, 
in the province of Languedoc, which had 
been the property of his forefathers, and 
which they had abandoned rather than go 
to Maſs: For this reaſon, it is not very 
ſurpriſing, that, to the many well-founded 
objections all other denominations of Chriſ- 
tians have to the Popiſh worſhip, Mr. 
Priolet ſhould add the conſideration of his 
particular family misfortunes, and conſe- 
quently hold himſelf as ſingularly ag- 
grieved by it ; he had therefore during the 
adminiſtration of the Marquis de Pomba[l, 
who had a high value and regard for him, 
indulged his ſpleen againſt the Clergy in 
general, perhaps more than prudence would 
have dictated ; but in this the Marquis en- 
couraged him, for he diſhked the Prieſts, 
and took every opportunity of humbling 
them. Priolet took care to repeat to him 
in converſation at dinner, which was at 
leaſt once or twice a week at his country 
palace at Oeyras, every thing he learned of 
the irregularities of the Prieſts and Fryars 
in the city, and that in ſo public a manner 
that it ſoon came to their ears. All this 
went on very well at the time, and Mr. 
Priolet indulged his humour at the expence 
of the Churctnen but, I now underſtand, 


he 
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he has reaſon to repent of his attacking 
ſuch a Reverend body, eſpecially as it has 
again come to have that weight it has al- 
moſt always had at the Court of Portugal. 


We concluded our walk by a forenoon's 
viſit to Sir Philip Welding, with whom it 
ſeems Lord Freeman had been a little ac- 
quainted in England. The old Knight 
ſeemed. overjoyed to ſee Lord Freeman, 
enquired how he had reliſhed his travels, 
and in how many affairs of gallantry he 
had been engaged in the different parts he 
viſited. He appeared very much reduced 
in perſon, but in fine ſpirits ; faid, the 
75 (gy had ſent him over to die in 

iſbon, but he was in great hopes he ſhould 
diſappoint them, and that he found himſelf 
much better ſince his arrival, by breathing 
a pure air and cating oranges. Lady 
Welding now appeared, with Miſs Welding, 
Sir Philip's only child. The former was a 
very tall lively girl, whom Sir Philip had 
married a year before he left London, con- 
trary to * opinion of all his friends and 
connections: She was quite a Lady of the 
Ton; and though, at bottom, poſſeſſed of 
a great ſhare of good ſenſe, yet company 
and diſſipation were her delight; ſhe af- 
fected to be exceedingly fond of muſic, 

and 
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and of every thing that was from Italy, 
having travelled in that country a little be- 
fore ſhe married, and conſequently the 
other young Lady was no very agreeable 
companion to her. Miſs Welding is of a 
grave, ſedate turn, loves reading and the 
company of perſons of more years and ex- 
perience than herſelf; they both received 
us with great cordiality and politenefs, and 
a party was formed of the two ladies, Co- 
lonel Priolet, Lord Freeman and myſelf, 
to wait upon the Marchioneſs of Pancorvo 
that very afternoon, and introduce us to the 
family ; after which we took our leave, to 
go and dreſs for dinner, to which we had 
been very particularly invited by the Bri- 
tiſh Conſul, whom we had alſo waited on, 
in the courſe of our walk. 


On our way home, Lord Freeman expa- 
tiated in praiſes of Miſs Welding, declaring, 
it was his opinion ſhe would make an excel- 
lent wife for almoſt any man, and eſpe- 
cially for one in Priolet's ſituation, telling 
him, he was ſurpriſed he did not think cf 
making ferious propoſals to her, which, he 
had reaſon to believe, would not be reje&- 
ed. I learn indeed from my friend Doctor 
Allen, that theſe two worthy perſons have 
been engaged to each other, even for ſome 

Vor. II. F -.- years 
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years paſt, but that for prudential reaſons, 
it has not hitherto been poſſible to complete 
their wiſhes by marriage; they have, 
however, ſupported this ſtate of ſelf-demial 
by every reciprocal office of ſincere and 
philoſophical friendſhip, and every ſenti- 
ment of the pureſt affection, in expectation 
of the fortunate moment, when they ſhall 
be able to avow their attachment in the 
tace of the world. 


Colonel Priolet anſwered his friend very 
ſeriouſly, that he was entirely of his Lord- 
ſhip's opinion with regard to Miſs Welding, 
that he had the higheſt reſpect for her, but 
that he found himſelf fo aukwardly ſitua- 
ted for the preſent, it would be the height 
of madneſs to addreſs her upon the ſubject; 
that though an heireſs, and ſuppoſing her 
well diſpoſed towards him, yet Lady Weld- 
ing was a fine young woman, Sir Philip 
was recovering viſibly, and they might 
ſtill have children—at which Doctor Allen 
laughed heartily : Priolet continued, by 
ſaying, that though at beſt there was no 
manner of ſecurity or dependence for fo- 
reign Officers in the ſeryice of Portugal, 
yet there would have been more plauſibility 
in his marrying during the laſt adminiſtra- 
tion, when the Miniſter was his friend and 

protector, 
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protector, and when his patron the Count 
la Lippe was alive, than at this time, 
having loſt them both, and knowing by re- 
peated experience, that he was particularly 
diſliked by the Queen and preſent Miniſtry, 
and more eſpecially obnoxious to the Cler- 
gy, who now governed every thing, by 
means of their Majeſties Confeſſors; that he 
was now ſenſible he had gone too far in ri- 
diculing the Churchmen, to which, how- 
ever, he affirmed, the Marquis of Pombal 
encouraged him, and that he had been too 
induſtrious in expoſing the ſecret practices 
of numbers he knew of the Religious of 
every Order, who, inſtead of checking the 
progreſs of vice in the families where they 
are received, or to which they are related, 
ſerve as the chief panders of the great vice 
of the nation; that, by their means, inceſt 
and adultery were almoſt univerſally pre- 
valent, and their whole addreſs conſiſted in 
preſerving the moſt rigid exterior appear- 
ances of decorum ; that, under this, they 
revelled in every ſpecies of diſorder, which 
that paſſion, clear of all other reſtraint, can 
prompt them to and that, of all the enor- 
mities whereof the penitent accuſed him or 
herſelf, the fin of the fleſk was that which 
met with the readieſt and moſt extenſive 
indulgence from the confeſſional chair; 
F 2 and 
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and that, moſt probably, from this had ta- 
ken riſe a proverbial expreſſion, common 
both in Spain and Portugal, which fays 
thus; Se Deos caftigar a luxuria, pode ficar no 
Ceo ſo; If God has a mind to puniſh lewd- 
neſs, he is welcome to remain in Heaven 
alone.“ 


Here it was that we ſeparared, to prepare 
for dinner. If I hear nothing from you be- 
fore writing my next, it will probably con- 
tain the account of our viſit to the Marquis 
of Pancoryo's family. Farewell. 


LE T- 
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Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BroTHER, 


As I was ſitting down to write you, I 
received your's of the 3d inſtant, by the 
packet which came in this forenoon. I am 
not fo apprehenſive as you appear to be, 
of the bad conſequences of the non- impor- 
tation agreements they are entering into in 
our country ; and I cannot bring myſelf to 
believe, that the Engliſh Miniſtry, corrupted 
and headſtrong as they ſeem to be, will 
ever chuſe to come to an open rupture with 
Ireland, at the moment they have France 
and America, and will ſoon have Spain alſo 
to deal with. Let our countrymen be but 
unanimous and moderate, and in the lan- 
guage of reſpectful ſteadineſs, inſiſt upon 
an equal participation of all the advantages 
of trade with Great Britain, with an abſo- 
lute independence of legiſlature, and they 
will certainly obtain it: as to having any 
reliance on the generoſity of the Britiſh Par- 
f liament, 
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liament, I think the experience of paſt ages 
has been much more than ſufficient to con- 
vince any but thoughtleſs Iriſhmen, of the 
futility of ſuch a propoſition , indeed, there 
exiſts no ſuch thing between nations, how- 
ever fair the characters may be of the indi- 
viduals who compoſe them ; but it has at 
all times been the decided character of the 
Engliſh nation to lay open the trade of the 
world for themſelves, and to hamper the 
ſame with their own colonies, and every 
other ſtate in any manner depending on 
them, throwing the balance from every 
quarter, 'out of all reaſonable proportion, 
in their own favour; witneſs their oppreſ- 
ſion of the Americans, and the haughty 
manner in which the Parliament received 
the remonſtrances of the Coloniſts, and how 
their juſt pretenſions to a ſhare of thoſe pri- 
vileges they had an equal right to, were 
treated—witneſs the hardſhips Scotland was 
made to labour under, till England was 
obliged to admit that nation, upon the foot- 
ing of union and equality in every thing; and 
conſider what a fortunate circumſtance this 
has been for the Scots, who, from poverty, 
idleneſs and miſery, have become induſtri- 
ous, rich and happy: And let your patriots 
reaſon as they pleaſe, I am long fixed in 
my opinion, that our country will never 

arrive 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS, 39 


arrive at that degree of induſtry and wealth, 
ſhe is ſo ſuſceptible of, till a ſimilar union 
takes place between her and England; all 
the arguments I have ever heard or read 
againſt it, are much more ſpecious than ſo- 
lid. If ſome rich and pampered individuals 
ſuffer by it, the great body of the people 
would improve 1n every ſenſe, the value 
of land would very ſoon double, the nation 
would be delivered from the uſeleſs expence, 
as well as from the curſe of a Court, which, 
wherever it exiſts, is the abode of deceit 
and grimace, folly and worthleſneſs; every 
man would be happy, induſtrious, and at 
leaſt at his eaſe, in the proſecution of his 
profeſſion ; and, above all things, health, 
freedom and hilarity, would light up the 
countenance of the abject deſponding Iriſh 
peaſant, who, at preſent, in his wretched 
hovel, is in a more deplorable ſituation 
than the moſt oppreſſed of Poliſh villains. 


Pardon and excuſe, my dear Charles, 
the ſpirit of patriotiſm which has led me 
into this digreſſion, and compelled me to 
make theſe obſervations on the account you 
give me of what is now doing in our own 
country, to which no man born in it has a 
more ſincere attachment than myſelf; yes, 
thank Heaven for it, and your brotherly 

affection, 
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affection, I may now ſay I have a country, 


which 1s more than any native of Spain or 
Portugal can fay with truth ! 


But, before I return to my ſubject, I 
muſt obſerve to you, that, among the bulk 
of mankind, cuſtom in this world is every 
thing, and is often our only guide in many 
of the daily, or or even eſſential tranſactions of 
life, when it would be more to our honor 
or advantage to follow the dictates of reaſon 
and good ſenſe, which are fo often in oppo- 
ſition to it: If this were not fo, what would 
many of your wealthy London citizens ſay, 
at ſeeing their ſeconds, their deputies and 
commiſſaries in Liſbon, in Spain, in the 
Weſt Indies, and in the Eaſt, fitting down 
to elegant dinners and to tables decked out 
with all the luxury of climates, ſo ſuperior 
to that of England? while their principals 
with you, frugally content themſelves with 
a cut of Leadenhall mutton, or a ſlice of a 
ſtrloin, and quench their thirſt with a 
draught of porter, inftead of the delicious 
cool tankard, their apprentices are quaffing 
abroad, with delicate high-flavoured wines, 
in variety, at the ſame time their maſters 
are cheering the vapid dulieſs of a London 
November, with thick muddy Port, over- 
— wich bad Wanne ſpirits; Yet, 
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ſuch is the real fact, and ſo great a diffe- 
rence does the ſimple affair of ſituation pro- 
duce, in the mode and manner of ſupport- 
ing the ſame individual, as he happens to 
be ſet down on different ſpots of this terra- 
queous globe. 


Such being the caſe, it will be almoſt 
ſuperfluous to add, that we found a very 
elegant entertainment provided at the Bri- 
tiſh Conſul General's here ; but what pleaſed 
us moſt, was the agreeable variety of the 
company, compoſed of different nations ; 
and the appearance of ſome very well- bred 
women. After dinner was over, and coffee, 
which ſoon follows in this country, ſome 
of the company ſat down to cards, others 
went to walk in a very well laid out gar- 
den, others again to billiards, or other 
amuſements, while Lord Freeman, Priolet 
and myſelf repaired to Sir Philip Welding's, 
in order to proceed on our intended viſit to 
the Marquis of Pancorvo's family ; we ac- 
cordingly found the two ladies ready and 


expecting us. Priolet adviſed Lord Freeman 


to be on the reſerve during the viſit, and 


Not to converſe more particularly with 
Donna Lucretia, than with any other Lady 


of the company ; we ſet off, and had above 


two miles to drive, before we reached the 
Vol. II. G houſe, 
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houſe, when we turned into a court-yard, 
and ſtopping at the foot of a large ſtair- 
caſe, were announced by three or four tolls 
of a bell, which hung near the Porter's 
apartment ; four men appeared in ſhabby 
liveries, and, after ſeveral very low bows, 
walked ſolemnly before us up ſtairs, and, 
after a repetition of bows, deltvercd us over 
to two elderly men dreſſed in regimentals, 
who were waiting for us at the top, by 
whom we were conducted in the ſame cere- 
monious manner through two large rooms 
with white walls into a third, hung with old 
Arras, where they begged us to be ſeated, 
and ſaid the Fidalgos would wait upon us 
preſently: the apartment was high, large 
and gloomy, the windows appeared too 
{mall for it, but they had no glaſſes, and 
were almoſt choaked up with crimſon da- 
maſk curtains, which hung before them, 
waving in the wind; all the doors open- 
ing into the apartment, which were at 
leaſt two in each of the three ſides, were 
ornamented with curtains of the ſame kind, 
drawn. before them, with the family coat 
of arms embroidered on each; we ſat here, 
in almoſt ſilent expectation, for near a 
quarter of an hour, when the beautiful 
Donna Lucretia bolted from behind one 
of the curtains; ſhe was in a looſe we 
re 
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dreſs of flowered Indian ſtuff, moſt en- 
chantingly becoming, her hair was done 
up in a fine fancy taſte, for which it would 
be hard to find a, name, but ſhe looked like 
an angel; ſhe inſtantly run to embrace her 
couſin and Lady Welding, Freeman made 
haſte to ſalute her, and ſhe returned it 
frankly, and, putting her finger to her 
mouth, made ſigns for us all to ſit down, 
for that her father and mother would ap- 
pear immediately: the curtain before one 
of the doors was accordingly drawn aſide, 
and the Marchioneſs, preceded by the two 
gentlemen in uniforms, and ſupported by a 
third in full dreſs, walked gravely into the 
room; ſhe is a tall thin figure, but has in 
her manner every appearance of a perſon of 
faſhion and the remains of a fine woman ; 
our company roſe to do their obeiſance to 
her, and Lord Freeman and myſelf, as the 
ſtrangers, were preſented ; ſhe recerved us 
with great politeneſs, aſſured us ſhe was 
peculiarly happy to ſee us in Liſbon, and 
apologized for her ſpeaking ſuch bad Eng- 
liſh, but ſaid ſhe hoped now to recover it, 
ſince her dear daughter was returned to her 
company; at times ſhe forced a ſmile, but 
there ſeemed to ve a melancholy gravity 
fixed upon her countenance; there was a 
besen Rozary twiſted about her left arm, 
G 2 and 
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and to the end of it was attached a ſpark- 
ling diamond croſs; each Ave Maria of the 
Rozary was made of a large topaz, cut in 
the form of a dodechaedron, and the Pater 
Noſfters were each a large true pearl, and 
the whole was ſtrung upon a chain of gold. 
It is, it ſeems, a family piece, conſecrated 
to the uſe of the Lady of the Houſe, and 
It is remarked, even by the bigoted na- 
tives here, that none of her predeceſſors 
ever gave it more exerciſe than the preſent 
Marchioneſs. | 


In the mean time his Excellency the 
Marquis of Pancorvo made his appearance, 
uſhered in with the uſual ceremony, To 
abbreviate deſcription, imagine to yourſelf 
the blown-up purſy figure of the facetious 
Sancho Panca, inclining ſtill more to cari- 
cature, and you will be nearer the truth; 
ſuppoſe you ſee a prodigious fat little man, 
labouring under his own weight, and wad- 
dling into the room, by throwing his body 
with an effort every time he ſtepped for- 
ward, upon the leg perpendicularly under 

- him, while he advanced the other ; he had 
juſt riſen from his' ſeſta, which was gene- 
rally a ſtretch of three or four hours con- 
| ſtant ſnoring, he had on him a light cloak, 
| under which appeared a prominent circum- 
ference 
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ference of belly, buttoned up in a ſcarlet 
waiſtcoat, with long flaps, which entirely 
covered his ſhort thighs down to the knees, 
this waiſtcoat was adorned with an open 
gold lace, at leaſt three inches broad, his 
large head was covered with a fine linen 
cap bordered with Bruſſel's lace, his cheeks 
were quite full, and his eyes almoſt invi- 
ſible, they were ſo ſurrounded with fat, 
there was no appearance of any neck, but 
an enormous double chin reſted upon his 
breaſt; there was commonly a ſmile upon 
his face, and his happineſs conſiſts in boaſt- 
ing of the feats of his youth, or in laugh- 
ing, and for this laſt purpoſe, I am inform- 
ed he keeps always two ſervants in qua- 
lity of buffoons, whoſe buſineſs it is either 
by fooliſh ridiculous tales they tell him, or 
by monkey tricks they perform before him 
after he has ſaid his Tergo, to keep him 
laughing every night for an hour before he 
goes to bed, otherwiſe he cannot ſleep. On 
our being preſented to him, he ſhook us by 
the hand, and even attempted to give us 
the accolade, (which word I really know not 
how to expreſs in Engliſh) and laughed 
heartily, aſſuring us he was overjoyed to 
ſee us, told us his houſe and every thing 
he poſſeſſed was at our command, and that 
he hoped we would conſider them as our 
own; 
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own; all this, as well as he could articu- 
late, for his tongue was too large for his 
mouth, from which it was frequently ſtart- 
ing out, to the no ſmall ſurpriſe of thoſe 
who were not accuſtomed to his company, 
he begged us to be ſeated, took a chair, 
and, after puffing and blowing ſome time, 
he called for ſweet-meat and a glaſs of wa- 
ter, which he always took after his ſeſta: 
The reſt of the company were engaged in 
converſation, though I found it difficult to 
take my eyes off the Marquis, and I was 
aſtoniſhed, when, after his taking two 
ſpoonfuls of liquid ſweet- meat, I ſaw him 
ſwallow down at one draught, a large 
tumbler full of water, which muſt have 
held above a couple of quarts. I knew they 
were all very fond of fine water, but did 
not imagine it had been poſſible to take in 
ſuch a quantity at once. 


The Marquis then addreſſed Lord Free- 
man, next to whom he ſat, ſaying, that 
as he ſaw he wore a uniform, he ſuppoſed 
he muſt have ſmelled powder and ſeen 
fighting before now, and, without giving 
him time to reply, proceeded to give him 
an account of the campaigns he himſelf had 
formerly ferved in Piedmont, and of his 
feats at the battle of Coni; withed he could 

paſs- 
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paſs every year of his life, as he did thoſe, 
campaigns, having the enemy always before 
him, with much more to the ſame purpoſe , 
and all this uttered with ſuch a ſort of bab- 

bling rapidity, as made Freeman really be- 

| lieve he had actually ſerved in theſe wars 

in Italy, or that he had his leſſon very cur- 
rently by heart; and this laſt we have ſince 
found to be the caſe, and that his Excel- 
lency the Marquis has never been out of his 
native country. | 
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The ſervants now introduced tea and 
chocolate, and one of them whiſpered the 
Marquis, who thereupon took occaſion to 
aſk pardon of the company, for that he was 
called out; every body ſtood up in cere 
mony, while his unweildy Excellency wad- 
dled to the neareſt door, nor did he return 
any more; his place was however ſoon - 
ſupplied by his ſon, the young Count, with 
his friend and companion Father Dominick. 
The old Lady's countenance ſeemed to | 
lighten up at the ſight of her ſon, and Miſs | 
| 


Welding, who till then had been exceed- 
ingly chearful, looked ſuddenly grave. 
Lord Freeman endeavoured to enter into 
ſome converſation with the young Count, 
but he bluntly told him he underſtood nei- 2 
ther French nor Engliſh, and turned to his 

friend | 
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friend Dominick. Freeman looked at his 
beloved miſtreſs, who appeared ready to 
break out into a hearty laugh, at ſeeing the 
oddity of his ſituation, and reflecting on 
what muſt be his opinion of the company 
he had got into. He made her a ſign that 
he wiſhed to talk with her particularly, but 
ſhe by another referred him for the preſent 
to her couſin, who would fatisfy him. 
Upon the whole, the converſation was fat 
enongh from intereſting ; the Marchioneſs 
did nothing after her ſon came into the 
room but ſtare at or converſe with him, 
and we ſoon after took our leaves. 


On our return to Sir Philip Welding's, 
we there found the Britiſh Envoy and ſome 
of the company we had met at dinner ; 
they were all emulous in ſhewing us every 
ſort of civility, and to make the place ap- 
pear agreeable to us. Among other par- 
ties propoſed for our amuſement by the 
friendly Doctor Allen and others, the Bri- 
tiſh Envoy himſelf did us the honor of 
ſaying, that if we wiſhed to ſee a man of 
rank baptized and made a Chriſtian, he 
would take care to acquaint us in time of 
the day when it was to be done, and Doc- 
tor Allen would have the pleaſure of ac- 


cOMPRNNINS us to the Chapel Royal, where 
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the ceremony was to be performed, in pre- 
ſence of their Majeſties and the Court. 
We have, as you may ſuppoſe, thankful- 
ly accepted the offer, and if the deſcrip- 
tion of ſuch a ſcene afford matter worth re- 
peating, you ſhall have it in detail. We all 
ſupped with the old Knight, and were well 
entertained with his company and that of 
the other perſons preſent ; they were ſober, 
wiſe and perfectly merry, nor did the La- 
dies leave us, according to your uncouth 
cuſtom in England, till we broke up and 
retired to our different homes, without ſtu- 
pifying our ſenſes with more wine than we 
could bear, or than nature requires, as is 
too often the barbarous and unmanly prac- 
tice in more Northern latitudes. 


; Adieu. 
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Liſbon, 1779. 


Dear BROTHTR, 


I Was going to give you an account of the 
moſt incredible piece of mockery, I witneſ- 
ſed here a few days ago, were I not pre- 
vented. by another concern, which, I ima- 
gine, comes within the limits of that ſort of 
correſpondence you with I ſhould keep up 
with you; and, as it offered itſelf to my 
conſideration, prior in point of time, to 
the above hinted ſcene at which I was pre- 


ſent, I ſhall make it the ſubject of this 
epiſtle. 


You will, no doubt, recollect a young 
_ Portugueſe ſtudent, we accidentally met 
with at Faro in Algarve, who accompanied 
us in our wild fort of ramble round the 
frontiers of this kingdom, and whqm, by 
his own entreaty, we left with the Engliſh 
Conſul at Porto, where he is moſt benefici- 
ally * himſelf, as well by the 
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Conſul's converſation, as the peruſal of his 
books. Before we left Porto, I had much 
diſcourſe with this young fellow, who pro- 
miſed to write and inform me how he went 
on, and I recetved a letter from him ſome 


days ago, of which the following 1s an au- 
thentic copy : 


Dear Captain, 

According to promiſe, I take the liberty 
of writing to.you, and hope you and Lord 
Freeman arrived ſafe in Liſbon, where, I 
doubt not, you will be agreeably enter- 
tained. My conſtant employment ſince you 
left us, has been in the worthy Conſul's 
library, where I ſpend every moment I 
can curtail from the dinners and ſuppers we 
are aſked to; for though they are excellent, 
and vouch moſt favourably for the hoſpi- 
tality of the Portonians, yet, as I am now 
becoming daily more ſenſible of the bad 
quality and inſufficiency of the mental ſuſ- 
tenance, with which I have been hitherto 
ſupplied, I am reſolved to improve by the 
preſent favourable opportunity of remedy- 
ing ſo great a defect; and, conſidering my- 
ſelf as not leſs obliged to you and Lord 
Freeman, by motives of gratitude and ſin- 
cere acknowledgment, for ſo many eſſential 
favours received, than by inclination and 
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reſpect for the virtues of that excellent 
young Nobleman, I muſt entreat your in- 
dulgence, while 1 give you ſome account of 
the obſervations, which have occurred to 
me, reſpecting that particular branch of 
ſtudy I am in a manner bound to follow, 
begging your opinion, and that of Lord 
Freeman, in regard to what I ought to do, 
for I freely confeſs I was never in ſo em- 
barraſſed a ſituation, 


* Among the different ſorts of reading 
and meditation the Conſul's books have 
furniſhed me with, the nature of my en- 
gagements has induced me to turn a great 
ſhare of my attention towards divinity, and 
the inveſtigation of every thing relating to 
the Church, as I have already the firſt ton- 
ſure, and propoſe taking full Prieſt's Or- 
ders, according to the laſt Will of my be- 
nefactor, after going through the regular 
courſes at the Univerſity of Coimbra ; but 
it has unfortunately happened to me 1n the 
ſtudy of this ſcience, the contrary of what 
I experienced in moſt of the others, and 
eſpecially thoſe of ſynthetical and analyti- 
cal diſquiſition, for in theſe, with the Con- 
ſul's aſſiſtance, I found every ſtep I ad- 
vanced ſo much the more light breaking 
in upon me from every quarter : I found 

that 
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that the proper application of the clear and 
uniform principles contained in Euclid's Ele- 
ments, uſhered me with ad vantage into all 
the higher walks of that elegant ſcience; 
that they directed my courſe over every 
part of the ſurface of the earth, laid 
open to me the raviſhing beauties of Aſtro- 
nomical obſervation, and diſcloſed the ſe- 
crets of Nature, in the enchanting ſtudy 
of Experimental Philoſophy, through all 
its branches, and the whole ſo clear, pal- 
pable and evident, that no perſon, profeſ- 
ſing to be guided by the dictates of Reaſon, 
can poſſibly refuſe his aſſent. 


gut I find all the above circumſtances 
ſadly reverſed, with regard to my Theolo- 
gical lucubrations: In theſe the more 1 
advance the more I find my own opi- 
nion divided, as well as the opinions of 
almoſt all the authors I have conſulted ; 
and this not only in matters of ſmaller 
importance, but ſuch as are, by all par- 
ties, conſidered as the moſt eſſential.— 
But, above all things, my peruſal of the 
Bible, which I have read here for the firſt 
time, has amazed me; for in it I have 
found both the principles and practice of 
the Chriſtian religion delineated fo diffe- 
rently from, and generally ſo oppoſite to 

all 
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all I obſerved in the tenets of that in which 
I have been educated, that I think it muſt 
be clear to the moſt limited diſcernment, 
if one of the two ſyſtems is poſitively the 
true one, the other muſt certainly be the 
contrary. 


An this dilemma, what courſe am I to 
take? Am I to renounce the faith in which 
I have been brought up, to embrace another 
of the many opinions I ſee before me, and 
the moſt of them perhaps equally erro- 
neous ? But had I a mind to do ſo, I can 
readily perceive, that where I am the thing 
is impracticable ; and hence I am led to 
infer, that the boaſted uniformity of wor- 
ſhip in this country, is no proof either of 
its goodneſs or orthodoxy ; that it is purely 
owing to compulſion and the Inquiſition ; 
and that, were it not for the reſtraint they 


are under, different men here would, like 


thoſe of other countries, have opinions no 
leſs different on the ſubject. I have, how- 
ever obſerved, that polemic writers on 
all ſides, concur in allowing a greater or 
ſmaller ſhare of authority to the Scriptures, 


and that the moſt ſenſible and impartial 


part of them are thoſe who unite the moſt 
cordially in acknowledging their divine 
original, and adopting them as the princi- 

| pal 
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pal rule of faith, in oppoſition to whatever 
has been ſet up in competition with them. 
Accordingly, I have applied myſelf parti- 
cularly to the ſtudy of the New Teſtament, 
in its original language; I have then con- 
ſulted many Tranſlations, and run through 
a variety of Commentators : The reſult of 
all my enquiries to this preſent moment 
has been, that if that New Teſtament con- 
tains the pure elements of the Chriſtian doc- 
trine, how different, oppoſite and corrupt- 
ed are the eſtabliſhed religions of this, as 
well as of moſt other countries of Europe ? 
— ir, I will not, becauſe I know I ſhould 
not bluſh: to own, that I have found a no- 
ble, an energetic and charming ſimplicity 
in the ſtile of that ſacred Volume : I have 
found the precepts it contains only tend to 
improve and inculcate, from the ſublimeſt 
conſiderations, all thoſe ſentiments which I 
have peruſed with rapture in my favourite 
Seneca : I find, in ſhort, that it is Morality 
carried to the ſummit of perfection, and 
recommended to the practice of mankind, 

by the doctrine and example of a viſible 
and ſuffering Divinity. 


But then, what a chaos of contradic- 
tion is this, which is called the Catholic or 
univerſal religion, and which is really fo 

far 
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far from being ſo? In the whole courſe of 
the New Teſtament, I am not able to trace 
the moſt diftant appearance of a hint for 
any Sacrament but two, at the ſame time 
I am taught to believe there are certainly 
ſeven; and I can diſcover no ſort of analo- 
gy between the Sacrament of the Altar, 
as exhibited in Portugal, and our Lord's 
laſt ſupper with his Diſciples : this hap- 
pened in the evening by our Saviour's own 
direction, and in an upper room, where 
he ſat down in company with them. On 
the contrary, here all Prieſts are forbid to 
begin to ſay Maſs aſter mid-day. When 
the Prieſt conſecrates the wafer, we are 
aſſured, that it is inſtantly changed, from 
the ſubſtance and nature of bread, into that 
of real and natural fleſh and blood; where - 
as, at our Saviour's laſt ſupper, the bread 
which he himfelf ate, and that which he 
broke and gave to his diſciples, and which 
they alſo ate, was certainly and moſt evi- 
dently no part of his own real body, which 
was at that very time whole, alive and 
entire, ſitting with them at the table; fo 
that his ſaying to them, This is my Body, 
muſt indiſputably and without the leaſt 
room for heſitation, or doubt, have been 
underſtood and interpreted by his Diſciples, 
in a figurative ſenfe only; though they 
might 
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might not perhaps thoroughly comprehend 
the whole force of the expreſſion till after 
his death, reſurreQion and aſcenſion. 


„Our Saviour ſat at a table with his 
Diſciples, and ate in common with them, 
and drank of the ſame cup, which he gave 
them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it. The Prieſt 
ſtands before a high raiſed table, called an 
Altar, and, while he eats the wafer and 
drinks the wine, his back is turned towards 
the Diſciples or the people, who ſeldom 
partake of the bread, and never of the cup, 
in expreſs contradiction to our Saviour's in- 
junction of, Drink ye all of it. 


“% Our Saviour diredis his Diſciples to eat 
and drink in remembrance of him. The 
Canon of the Maſs commemorates and ce- 
lebrates the memory, in the firſt place, of 
the glorious Virgin Mary, and a number of 
other Saints, there mentioned by name, 
without ſaying any thing in remembrance 
of Chriſt himſelf. 


* The Maſs here among us, is certainly 
held to be a propitiatory Sacrifice, as often 
as it is ſaid, and according to the intention 
with which it is applied; whether it be for 
the ſins of the living or the dead, for the 
recovery of a ſick horſe, or the finding of 

Vor. II. | I a trinket 
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a trinket which has been loſt; or to obtain 

'a fortunate voyage, or a proſperous jour- 
ney. On the other hand, the New Teſta- 
ment informs me in one place, that, As it 
is appointed unto all men once to die, ſo Chriſt 
was once offered to bear the fins of many. And 
in another place, But now once in the end of 
the world, hath he appeared to take away fin, by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf. From theſe, and num- 
berleſs other paſſages equally ſtrong, I 
meet with in the New Teſtament, I am 
certainly to conclude, that Chriſt himſelf 
was the one, cnly, and propitiatory Sacri- 
fice for the ſins of mankind, and conſe- 
quently, that all the other Sacrifices and 
propitiations, which the Maſs-prieſts pre- 
tend to make daily all over the world, are 
abſurd, nugatory and ridiculous. 


« I muſt confeſs, the conſideration of 
theſe circumſtances, to. every appearance 
ſo contradictory and irreconcileable, in an 
article, which 1s by all regarded as the firſt 
and moſt effential in the whole Chriſtian 
religion, for a good while ſtunned my 
judgment and powers of reflection; and, 
(I feel it) have in the iſſue effected an en- 
tire revolution in my ſentiments, my opini- 
ons and belief. I have been under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſtudying Church hiſtory, which 

has 
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| has ſerved as a cle to conduct me out of 
ſuch a labyrinth, by enabling me to trace 
the origin and courſe of the aſtoniſhing 
changes, which, I am now ſenſible, have 


been introduced both into the diſcipline 


and doctrine of the pretended univerſal 
Church. In this elaborate inquiry, I have 


often had reaſon to regret the loſs of Lord 


Freeman's converſation and your's, as you 
were always willing, and almoſt equally 
able, to give me ſatisfactory ſolutions of all 
the doubts I have propoſed to you. 


I have, by repeated inſinuations, ap- 
plied to the Conſul, for information on 


the ſubject ; but, however uſeful he has 
been to me in my diſquiſitions concerning 


the other arts and ſciences, by often pre- 


venting even my wiſhes, and teaching me 


every thing he knows himſelf, or can ga- 
ther out of books for my inſtruction, yer, 
as often as I have attempted to bring the 


diſcourſe upon the topic of Theology, and 


eſpecially upon the diſputed points, I find 
he always fights off, and cannot be brought 
to deliver any opinion. At laſt, I yeſ- 


terday took occaſion to tell him, that as 


by the Will of the only benefactor I ever 
had, on which my ſubſiſtence depends, I 
was obliged ſoon to take Holy Orders, I 


I 2 was 


5 
1 
þ 
; 
F 
7 
05 
ö 
f 
li 
q 
* 


60 SKETCHES OF 


was for that reaſon extremely defirous of 
previouſly knowing as much as poſſible, 
concerning the paſt and prefent ftate of a 
religion, thereof I am to become an effert- 
tial member; and as I had a very high ref- 
pect for his ſentiments on every other ſub- 
Jet, I was fo much the more anxious to 
know them on a bufinefs of ſuch a ſerious 
nature, and in which I was to be afterivards 
ſo intimately inteteſted. 


% The Conful ſeeing me thus in earneſt, - 
and that he was under a ſort of neceſſity of 
explaining Himſelf on the ſubject, deſired 
me to fit down laſt night, after we had 
dotie drinking tea, arid ſpoke to me as 
follows:. 


J nfelice quell uecelh chi naſce in cattiva valle. 


1 Unfortunate is the bird which is hatched in a bar- 
ren plain.” 


© This, my dear friend, (ſaid he) I ap- 
ply to you, ſo far as that I ſee you are con- 
ftrained, by the direttions of the perſon on 
whom you had your only dependance, to 
enter into a ſtate of life, which, perhaps, 
otherwiſe would not have been your choice; 
and this I conſider as a grievance upon 
any man, eſpecially when he muſt en- 
ter upon that profeſſion of a Churchman, 

which, 
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which, as religion goes now a-days, no 
man of honor or conſcience will undertake 
without fhuddering and horror. As you 
inſiſt upon my telling you my opinion con- 
cerning religion, I muſt in return inſiſt on 
it, that you conſider every thing I ſhall 
fay on the ſubject, as my private opinion 
only, and which I would no more with to 
. obtrude upon you, or any other man, than 


I would deſire that a man of ſix feet high . 


ſhould reduce himſelf exactly to my ſize, 
Which is five inches under that meaſure, or 
that he ſhould have his noſe precifely of 
the ſhape of mine, or wear a wig and a 
brown coat as I do, inſtead of a ſcarlet one 
and his own hair, which I ſuppoſe he likes 
beſt. 


* I ſay, moreover, that every conſtraint 
which is attempted to be put upon men, in 
any ſhape whatever, beyond what is con- 
tained in the neceſſary and public laws, 
eſtabliſhed for the good order and conſer- 
vation of civil ſociety, is abominable. I 
was born free as air, and, by the Grace 
of God, hope to die ſo : I mean as far as is 
conſiſtent with the freedom of every man 
about me, who ought to enjoy exactly the 
ſame privilege ; and whoever ſhould go 
about to ſhackle my underſtanding, by 
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keeping me in ignorance, or depriving me 
of the means of knowledge, and would 
pretend to direct my ſentiments, and to 
make me think as he chuſes, in any thing, 
and eſpecially in matters of mere ſpecula- 
tion, (as all your eſtabliſhed worſhips are) 
ſuch a one muſt indeed be the legitimate 
deſcendant of that malignant being, who 
is ſuppoſed to exiſt only for the ſcourge 


- and deſtruction of mankind. 


Having ſo far premiſed, I ſhall frank- 
ly tell you, what I underſtand with re- 
gard to religion, which I take to compre- 
hend the right notions we ſhould form of 
the Deity, the great firſt cauſe and mighty 
preſerver of this wonderful and well regu- 
lated ſyſtem we ſee before us, together with 
the duties we owe to him, and to each 
other, as relative and dependent beings 
—that indeed: he muſt be very hard to 
pleaſe, who having peruſed the Works of 
Plato, after having examined the opinions 
of Socrates, Epictetus, of Seneca, and the 
divine Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, cannot 
form a very noble and ſatisfactory ſyſtem 
of religion to himſelf. But, if he would 
carry his religion, or his duty to God and 
his neighbour, to the higheſt degree of 
perfection, let him conſult his Bible, let 

him 
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him eagerly embrace whatever he ſhall find 
therein conſonant to his calm and diſpaſ- 
ſionate reaſon, and let him reſpect what he 
there finds above its reach, or in apparent 
contradiction to it; for, as it 1s the ſame 
Omniſcience. which ſpeaks to us through 
the channel of Holy Writ, and through 
that of Reaſon and Conſcience i in the breaſt 
of every man, it is impoſſible that ſame 
Omnipotence can ever contradict itſelf. In 


fact, was there ever a ſcheme of revealed 


religion propounded for the belief of man- 
kind, ſo noble as the Chriſtian? A Deity 
generouſly ſacrificing himſelf for the preſer- 
vation of the human race, and in confir- 
mation of that pure and beautiful ſyſtem 
of morality he taught both by precept and 
example; a ſyſtem he himſelf repeatedly 
declared, was never intended to be of this 
world, and which whenever it became fo, 
was immediately contaminated, according 
to the times, places and circumſtances un- 
der which it was adopted ; ſo that we have 
ſeen, ever ſince the times of the bloody 
Conſtantine, who ſet it upon the Imperial 
throne, it has, Proteus like, been conſtant- 
ly changing appearances, and, under the 
difterent forms of civil Government where 
it has been admitted, has only been the 

various 
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various and faſhionable religion of the day, 
inſtead of the religion of Chriſt, 


« It is aſtoniſhing to obſerve the conſtant 
and univerſal bias, which ſeems implanted 
in human nature, towards the ſetting up a 
variety of forms, as well as numberleſs 
different objects of adoration and worſhip, 
honouring them with the homage of Latria, 
Dulia, and Hyperdulia, and the unremitting 
endeavours of all wiſe law-givers, to bring 
their people back to the adoration of one 
only ſupreme and univerſal Author of Na- 
ture. Thus, under the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, we have ſeen their Prophets and in- 
ſpired Teachers continually inveighing a- 
gainſt the ſpritual fornication and adultery 
of the Jews, ever eager to adopt the Gods 
of the Gentile nations, who ſurrounded 
them. Notwithſtanding the characteriſtic 
Unitarian ſyſtem of Mahomet, we have ſeen 
that his ſucceſſors, Ali and Omar, have 
divided his religion into near a hundred 
ſets; and in the ſame manner every ſuper- 
ſtitious practice of the old Pagan worſhip 
has beeen re-admitted and flouriſhed with 
redoubled vigour in the Polytheiſm of the 
Chriſtian religion, without any difference 
but in the change of names, as ſoon as, 

or 
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or even before it had obtained any fixed 
temporal eftabliſhmenr. | 


„ All manner bf eſtabliſhed religions is 
conſtantly changing, as well as the Govern- 
ments which admit them, and all other 
ſublunary things whatever. The benevo- 
lent ſyſtem of the new Teſtament is un- 
changeable, proceeding from a ſuperior 
ſource, and perfectly well calculated, in 
concert with Reaſon and Conſcience, to in- 
ſure the preſent and future happineſs of 
every individual, who will ſincerely have 
recourſe to them. Here every man ts his 
own Prieſt, and, by the purity of his man- 
ners and the uptrightneſs of his heart, dai- 
ly conſecrates in his own breaſt, a living 
Sacrifice to the ineffable Author of his exiſ- 
tence; and that without the inter vention of 
any, but the only Mediator between God 
and man. Away then, with all your idle 
dreams of Grand Lamas, Mufti's, Popes, 
Cardinals, Biſhops, and all that overgrown 
and endleſs crowd of attendants and whip- 
pers-in, which the thirſt of univerſal power, 
unbridled avarice, and the moſt: uncon- 
ſcionable knavery have contrived, to de- 
preſs and ſink the Human race; as if it 
were intended by a wanton experiment, to 
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try how near to a ſtate of brutal ſervitude, 
it 1s poſſible to debaſe them. 


As to that particular Sect of the Chriſtian 
religion in which you have been educated, 
now going faſt out of date, wherever Reaſon 
and Good Senſe have re- aſſumed their due 
influence, and in which you are in a man- 
ner obliged to become a Prieſt and a Sacri- 
ficer, according to their notions ; it is fo 
extravagant, ſo contemptibly ridiculous, 
fo groſsly inſolent, ſo impiouſly blaſphe- 
mous againſt the very exiſtence and attri- 
butes of the Supreme Being, and has on all 
occaſions, ſo cruelly trampled upon and 
cruſhed the beſt rights and deareſt liberties 
and privileges of mankind, that I ſhould 
be extremely vexed to ſee ſo fine a young 
fellow as yourſelf engage precipitately in it, 
before you are thoroughly acquainted with 
the ground you tread on, as by one raſh 
ſtep you may have fuch ſerious cauſe to 
repent, during the reſt of your life. 


** I ſhall preſume to give you one piece 
of advice, and relate to you a matter of 
fact, which happened in our neighbour- 
ing kingdom of Spain. I ſhall begin with 
this laſt : 


„The 
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„The Emperor Charles the Fifth, and 
His ſon Philip the Second, King of Spain, 
(both great zealots for your Popiſh religion) 
ſent many learned and eminent Spaniſh Di- 
vines into Germany, Flanders and Eng- 
land, where the ſpirit of reformation from 
the abuſes of Rome was at that time 
ſtrong, on purpoſe to preach againſt it, and 
prevent its gaining ground; but every 
thing turned out contrary to the expecta- 
tions of thoſe Princes; for the Miſſionaries 
they ſent, by converſing with the Reformers 
and reading their books, became, almoſt 
to a man, converts to their principles, and, 
returning home full of zeal, propagated the 
ſame through their native country, inſo- 
much, that had not the Inquiſition ſtepped 
in, and put a ſtop to the ſurpriſing progreſs 
they were making, all Spain would have 
become Proteſtant in leſs time than ever 
happened to any other country before. This 
is no tale of mine, for you may read it in 
Paramus himſelf, who was both a Papiſt 
and a zealous Inquiſitor. But the repeated 
Inquiſitorial bonfires lighted up at Seville, 
Toledo and Valladolid, put an effectual 
ſtop to ſuch novelties: There, were ſacri- 
ficed, the Doctor Auguſtine Cazalla, a Ca- 
non of Salamanca, who had been Chaplain 
and Preacher to Charles the Fifth, with his 
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mother and many others, profeſſing the 
Proteſtant faith, the Bachelor Herezuelo, 
and his wife Donna Leonor de Ciſneros, 
many years after her huſband's death, Don 
Carlos de Seſo, Don John Pontio de Leon, 
ſon to Don Rodrigo, Count of Baylen, the 
Doctor Chriſtopher Loſada, with the admi- 
rable young Lady Donna Maria Bohorquia, 
and numberleſs others I have not time to 
mention. Now, with ſuch an example be- 
fore your eyes, I would only mean to ad- 
viſe you not to be precipitate, but to take 
the neceſſary time to reflect on what you 
ought to do: Read Church hiſtory carefully, 
on all ſides of the queſtion, then ponder 
well with yourſelf, and compare facts with 
impartiality, converſe with perſons of all 
perſuaſions, hear every one with coolneſs, 
never engage too deep in any controverſy, 
let others diſpute, and. do you remark and 
obſerve in ſilence; and if, after only a 
twelvemonth's application in the manner I 
have preſcribed, you do not renounce every 
idea of becoming a Prieſt, then I will vo- 
luntarily diſclaim every pretenſion to the 
uſe of Reaſon or Common Senſe. —- 


Here the Conſul ended his ſurpriſing 
diſcourſe, I eall it fo, for it really was ſo 
to me, as it has ſuggeſted to me ſo many 
new 
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new ideas, and brought to perfection others 
which I had already begun to form in em- 
bryo. . Dear Captain, excuſe the length of 
this letter, and, if you pleaſe, ſhew it to 
Lord Freeman, and above all things, favor 
me with both your opinions on its con- 
tents, 
* remain, moſt truly, &c. &c. Kc. 4 


I accordingly defired Lord Freeman to 
peruſe his letter, which he had no ſooner 
done, than he put it into the hands of Co- 
lonel Pr iolet, who happened to be preſent 
at the time. Priolet admired the letter, and 
ſeemed to take the moſt lively intereſt in 
the welfare of the writer. After ſome con- 
ſultation, it was agreed among us, that in 
anſwer I ſhould requeſt the young ſtudent 
(John Carlos) to come hither, without loſs 
of time, and Priolet inſiſted upon lodging 
him on his arrival in his own apartments, 
where he has plenty of accommodation, 
ſaying, that he will undertake to confirm 
the young fellow ſoon in the principles of 
Truth and Rea ſon, which already ſeem to 
be ſo ſtrong in him. I have accordingly 
written, and we expect him here in three 
weeks or a month hence. This letter being 
already abundantly too long, I haye only 
room to bid you Adieu. 


LE T- 
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Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BROTHER, 


Ir is fortunate I did not write you ſooner 
what I intend to make the ſubject of the 
preſent letter; for though I could inform you 
equally well concerning what I myſelf was 
preſent at, yet there were ſome preliminary 
explanations very neceſſary, with which I 
am now ſupplied by my very good friends 
Colonel Priolet and Doctor Allen. Indeed I 
ſhould find it very hard to ſay, to which of 
theſe two Gentlemen I am moſt indebted 
for information, concerning this country, 
where they have long reſided, and are 
men of good ſenſe, and well calculated to 
make proper obſervations. From theſe 
Gentlemen I have learned the following 
circumſtances. 


That the Marquis of Pombal, till lately 
Prime Miniſter here, had ever really form- 
ed the .deſign of ſetting aſide the preſent 


Queen 
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Queen upon her father's deceaſe, notwith- 
ſtanding her indiſputed right to the Throne, 
by the fundamental laws of the kingdom, 
enacted at the Cortes of Lamego, and to 
continue his own adminiſtration, by plac- 
ing her Son, a Minor, upon the Throne, 
is what cannot be poſitively affirmed; nor 
is it now likely it will ever be certainly 
known ; but, without doubt, ſuch a thing 
was ſtrongly ſuſpected at the Court of 
Madrid. The Portugueſe Miniſter had for a 
conſiderable time before been ſending troops 
in ſmall bodies, and as it were by ſtealth, 
to their ſettlements in South America; 
and new Regiments of Infantry and one 
of Artillery, the principal Officers where- 
of were ſent from Europe, were forming 
in the city of the Rio de Janeiro, the chief 
ſeat of Government in the Brazils, under 
General Böhme, a German Officer, former- 
ly in great favour with the Count la Lippe, 
which he forfeited by being Preſident of a 
Court-martial, which condemned and ſhot 
Mr. Graveron, a French Officer, in this 
ſervice, as is ſaid, innocently. At any 
rate, circumſtances appeared favourably 
about the time the Miniſter was ſuppoſed 
to have ſuch a ſcheme in agitation ; for 
after having triumphed over the Jeſuits in 
1773, and * their Order aboliſhed, by 


means 
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means of his friend Clement the Fourteenth, 
after erecting in 177 5, In the middle of the 
great Square of this city, with all the pomp 
and ceremony imaginable, an Equeſtrian 
Statue of the King his maſter, with a bronze 
of his own head, larger than the life, in the 
front of the pedeſtal. He was now more 
powerful than ever; he was either loved 
or feared by the whole nation, every thing 
plied readily before him, and it was even in 
his power, at that time, to give his coun- 
try hberty, and make them all Proteſtants, 
had he been ſo minded; but there was no 
appearance of his doing an action ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with his own domineering princi- 
ples. He never approved of the unfortu- 
nate American war the Engliſh had then 
n; he faid it was a difficult thing to 
o from ſuch a diſtance and turn people 
out from their own fire-fides ; that the 
Dutch had attempted to do the ſame by 
them in the Brazils, but miſcarried, and 
that without doubt France would affiſt the 
Americans. He faw the Spaniards had re- 
ceived a ſevere check that very year in their 
ill conducted attack upon the Algerines, 
and, whatever was his defign, the Mar- 
quis had really, in the beginning of 1776, 
given orders for compleating the Regiments 


and furniſhing the frontier Garriſons of the 
kingdom 
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kingdom with ammunition and ſtores; he 
gave out publickly that he expected a war 
with Spain, and told General Maclean, who 
at that time, commanded the troops in 
Liſbon, and was his chief confident, that, 
though he had repeated aſſurances from the 
Court of Madrid of their pacific diſpoſition, 
yet he knew the Marquis de Grimaldi, then 
Premier there, was a man ſo entirely void 
of all principle and honeſty, that he could 
by no means truft him, and therefore it 
was neceſſary to be upon his guard ; But he 
took the alarm fincerely, when, about the 
beginning of April of the fame year, the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador waited on him to ac- 
quaint him, that the King his maſter intend- 
ed ſending a ſquadron of twelve men of 
war, with ſome frigates to ſea, purely 
with a view to manceuvre and teach the 
the young Officers and men their duty, by 
ſailing about, and practiſing during the 


ſummer months; and he hoped his Moſt - 


Faithful Majeſty would have no objection 
to all or any part of that fleet putting into 
the Port of Liſbon, in caſe either of ftreſs of 
weather, want of proviſions, or any other 
accident. Next day, the French Ambaſſa- 
dor walted on him, and in much the ſame 
manner, informed him, that a French 


ſquadron was to put to ſea from Breſt on 
Vor. Il, L the 
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the 15th of that month, on board of which 
the Duke of Chartres was to embark. On 
this, he iſſued orders for all the Regiments 
to be ready to march from their quarters 
on the ſhorteſt notice—he ſent to England 
for more Officers to put into the Regiments 
—he ſent to Germany for the Mareſhal 
General Count la Lippe, who excuſed him- 
ſelf on account of his bad ſtate of health, 
but recommended two couſins of his own, 
the Counts Sh—b—gh and ©O—h—n, who 
came, and were employed as Colonels 
tn the ſervice; the former got the com- 
mand of a Regiment in a diſtant province, 
but ſoon threw it up, on account of the 
bad behaviour of his Officers, and left the 
country a ſhort time after; the latter re- 
mained, and is ftill in the ſervice. He is 


reſpected for his military talents, and is eſ- 


teemed a man of good ſenſe and knowledge 
of the world. I ſhall teave you therefore to 
judge if he was ferious in the miſerable 
farce he exhibited here the other day, in 


the preſence of the principal Pos both 


of Court and City. 


Farther you muſt know, that immediate- 
ly on the Queen's acceſſion to the Crown, 
a number of ſtarving and unprincipled Fo- 
reigners, among whom I am ſorry to in- 


clude 
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clude ſome of our own country of both 
ſexes, availed themſelves of her weakneſs 
and known diſpoſition towards Catholiciſm, 
and pretending to become converts to the 
religion of the country, they took her for 
godmother at the time of their being 
baptized into the true Church, by which 
means they inſured to themſelves her pro- 
tection, and often alſo a trifling penſion to 
live on; but as this happened only among 
the ignorant and inferior ranks of people, 
the cauſe of ſo many converſions at that 
time was readily accounted for : but when 
Count O—h—n adopted the reſolution of 

J going through that ceremony, the ſenſi- 
'F} ble part of the public could not ſo eaſily 
1 account for ſuch a falſe ſtep, without giving 
# up the good opinion they had formed of 
3 him. 


"8 
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Be that as it may, the Britiſh Envoy 

having, according to promiſe, acquainted 

4 us with the day and hour appointed for the 

S % ceremony, we accompanied Dr. Allen to the 
Chapel Royal of the Adjuda. The Envoy 
had ſent beforehand to the principal Sacriſ- 
tan of the Chapel, to whom he was known, 
and for a trifle had ſecured a ſmall letticed 
balcony, almoſt immediately above the 
high altar, from whence we could ſee 
L 2 every 
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every thing diſtinctly, and at the ſame 
time have an opportunity of converſing 
together, without being in the leaſt per- 
cei ved. 


Soon after we had taken our poſts, the 
Royal family appeared in their balcony, 
nearly oppoſite to where we were. The 
Queen is a decent, freſh-looking woman ; 
but as for King Peter, our tawny King of 
Spain, with his monſtrous noſe, is quite an 
Adonis, when compared to him : He has 
very hard features, joined to a foolith 
look, and wears a very ill-combed wig, 
generally to one ſide ; and though he never 
taſtes wine, yet, to my mind, he has alto- 
gether very much the appearance of a 
ſtupid old guzzling Engliſhman, about 
cochinh drunk. High Maſs ſtruck up as 
ſoon as the Queen appeared, with a ſermon _ 
ſuited to the occaſion, and as the whole 
performance took up a good deal of time, 
we had ſufficient opportunities of con- 
verſing and making our obſervations, 


Pray, Sir, (ſaid Lord Freeman to the 
Doctor) who 1s that ſmart-looking little 
man, with quick lively eyes, in converſa- 
tion with the fat man next him ? That 
Gentleman (replied the other) is M—n 
de M——o, 3 of State for the 


Ultramarine 
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Ultramarine department, a firey, paſſion- 
ate, ſhort-ſighted creature, without ſteadi- 
neſs ſufficient to fix upon the object he 
would be at : When he was called hither 
from London, where he was Ambaſſador 
during part of the late Adminiſtration, he 
made ſuch an imprudent and ill-judged 
noiſe about the neglected condition the 
Army here was fallen into, that inſtead of 
ſerving it, he hurt its cauſe; for the old 
Marquis of Pombal, (who would never 
ſuffer the ſmalleſt competition of power) 
to convince the other of his want of conſe- 
quence and authority, made not the leaſt 
account of his repreſentations, and ſuffered 
the Army to go on in its uſual ſtate, and 
dwindling downwards, till it has now come 
into the hands of theſe people who have 
entirely ruined it. Mr. de Mo affect 
ed a great eſteem and friendſhip for the 
Engliſh Officers in the ſervice; but was 
nothing leſs than ſincere, for now that they 
are no more in faſhion at Court, he has 
turned his back upon them. It was owing 
to his neglect that the Spaniards took the 
ſettlement of the Nova Colonia upon the Rio 
de la Plata, nearly oppoſite to Buenos Ayres, 
and that without firing a ſhot, for the Gar- 
riſon was unprovided in every thing, but a 
few meaſures of Mandioc flour, and the 

troops 
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troops in Garriſon had received no pay 
for ſix years before : and indeed it did 
not fare a whit better with their Iſland of 
St. Catherine, when the Spaniards came be- 
fore it in the beginning of 1177, though 
well provided in every thing. But what I 
cannot help reprobating in the behaviour 
of this little man is, that he juſtifies the 
conduct of the Marquis of Lavradio, then 
Viceroy of the Brazil, who ſtripped Captain 
Macdowal, an able Engliſh Officer, who 
commanded their fleet there, of his em- 
ployments ordering him to be ignominiouſ- 
Iy put on ſhore upon an uninhabited beach, 
without bringing him to any trial, for not 
attacking the Spaniſh fleet above double his 
force, and that too in direct oppoſition to 
the written inſtructions he had, ſigned by 
the Prime Miniſter himſelf. But the fact 
was, that by this time the Marquis of 
Pombal was no more Miniſter, and Mac- 
dowal was made the victim, to cover the 
cowardly behaviour of their land forces, 
who might have defended the Ifland with 
advantage, and thereby furniſhed the Ad- 
miral opportunities of diſtreſſing their Spa- 
niſh fleet during the ſiege. The taking 
of St. Catherine happened exactly at the 
time the late King died, and the preſent 
Queen thought herſelf very happy to patch 


42 * 
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up a diſgraceful peace ſoon after with the 
Spaniards, upon their own terms ; and the 
little Secretary of State abandoned Mac- 
dowal, inſtead of ſupporting an Officer, 
who, he was conſcious, had done his duty ; 
though, perhaps, as he now ſtands, ſelf- 
preſervation might have its ſhare in his 
motive for ſo doing. Moreover, Mr. de 
M——o imagines he has a great notion of 
trade, merely becauſe he reſided ſo long in 
London, but his groſs ignorance and ori- 
ginal want of education, are a more than 
ſufficient bar to all his pretenſions to know-. 
ledge in that way. Would you believe 
it, that when he has to multiply ſeven or 
eight figures by the numbers five or ſix, ſo 
ignorant is he of the common multiplica- 
tion table, that to find the product he writes 
down the figures of the multiplicand five 
or ſix times under each other, and then 
ſums up the whole : and yet, this little 
compound of ſuperciliouſneſs and igno- 
rance 1s entruſted with authority to com- 


mand ſo many other perſons, infinitely 


wiſer and better inſtructed than himſelf. 
He has beſides too great a mixture of cruel- 
ty and ingratitude in his diſpoſition ; is 
violent, and ſhort-lived in his friendſhips, 
and in his enmities capricious hot and un- 
relenting. 

The 
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The fat purſy Jewiſh-looking man you 
fee the other paying ſo much court to, is 
the Premier of the day, the Ms of 
A—g—a, without whom nothing is done. 
He is Inſpector of the Royal Treaſury, and 
holds the purfe-ſtrings, Director of the 
Dockyards and of the Marine, and has 
been all along the great confident of King 
Peter, when he was the Infant Don Pedro. 
This circumſtance, together with that of 
his being the avowed antagoniſt of the late 
Miniſter, was the means of advancing him 
to his preſent employments. His principal 
merit conſiſts in an inexhauftible fund of 
addreſs, low cunning and dithmulation ; 
neither his talents nor integrity are once to 
be put in compariſon with thoſe of his pre- 
deceffor, nor has he the ſmalleſt ſhare of 
his firmnefs and reſolution. His whole 
buſineſs ſeems to be temporizing, which, 
Joined to his natural cunning, may be 
ſufficient to anſwer all the limited poli- 
tical views of this petty kingdom, which 
are only confined to ſelf- preſer vation. 
However, the late peace he made with 
Spain, would any where elſe be reckoned 
infamous; but as the nation has no fhare 
in the Government, they care nothing a- 
bout it, provided they are allowed to trudge 
on in their old way. In regard to money 

matters, 
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matters, he is, if poſſible, as great a Scrub 
as his maſter King Peter, which may be one 
good reaſon for his being put at the head 
of the Treaſury, where he ſtatrves every 
thing and every body, but himſelf and fa- 
mily ; for as he was before exceedingly 
poor, he may now be truly faid to make 
his' choux gras; and indeed in this, his pre- 
deceſſor in office ſet him but too glaring 
an example. 


I have obſerved (ſaid Freeman) a thin- 
ner-looking man in the middle, with a ſmall 
book in his hands, extremely intent upon the 
ſervice, with his eyes rivetted on the altar 
and celebrating Prieſts, and who ſeems to 
be perfectly ſerious in his devotions. That 
perſon (ſaid the Doctor) is he whom our 
Envoy tranſacts moſt of his buſineſs with; 
he is Secretary of War, and of the Deſpatch 
of Affairs with the Foreign Miniſters, his 


name is Ay—s de ; a good-natured, 


eaſy, ſimple man, the ſymbol of indolence 
and blind attachment to all the ſuperſtition 
of religion, which is indeed the whole of re- 
ligion in this country: He thinks he is ſeri- 
ouſly doing ſomething, when he hears Maſs, 
and bleſſes himſelf a hundred times, with 
the little book of the office, which he de- 


voutly carries with him every where, care- 
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fully preſerved in a neat pocket-caſe. Al- 
though Secretary of the War Department, 


nobody who knows him, does him the injuſ- 


tice to ſuppoſe he is better acquainted with 


the art of War and the direction of an Ar- 


my, than with any thing elſe, except ſay- 
ing his prayers, accompanying the Sacra- 
ment, kiſſing the ſleeve or the ſcapulary of 
every dirty Fryar he meets, and having a 
particular concern for, and care of the pri- 
vate intereſts, of poor little Self. 


Pray, Sir, (ſaid I to the Doctor) who 
may that tall luſty man be, who ſtands be- 
hind the King, he is in a unifom, and has 
the face of a Eunuch, without the appear- 
ance of any beard, I can diſcern at this 
diſtance? That Gentleman (replied he 
laughing) is the famous C—de da P—te, 
a Lord of the King's Bedchamber, a Bri- 
gadier General and Colonel of a Regiment 
of Infantry: His Lady, who (as uſual) was 
married to him contrary to her inclination, 
foon after loſt her ſenſes, (and I think no 
wonder) when ſhe found herſelf buckled to 
fuch a phantom of a huſband ; an empty 


tun, much noiſe, no ſubſtance; the verieſt 


Fanfaron in love, in tearning, in politics, and 
in military affairs; and would moſt probably 


ſhew himſelf the verieſt counterfeit too, on 


hearing 
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hearing the firſt whizzing of a cannon- ball; 
a great jeſter and a man of repartee, who 
ſets the table in a roar, without the aid of 
wine or ſtrong liquors, the greateſt merit 
he has: He hates the Cardinal Inquiſitor 
General and Regent of the Juſtice, (whom 
you ſee in the balcony on the King's left, 
and who is really a dunce, if there is one 
in the kingdom) though always with the 
greateſt external ſhew of friendſhip and reſ- 
pect to him. The Count, on a late occaſi- 
on, viſiting the Cardinal's library, (which 
he keeps purely from oſtentation, for he 
can hardly read) with a good number of 
other company, was reſolved to have a hit 
at his Eminence, and aſking the Librarian, 
an old Fryar, what number of volumes he 
thought there might be in his Eminence's 
collection? The other anſwered, he believed 

they were about eleven thouſand. Yes, yes, 
friend, (replied the Count facetiouſly) they 
are the eleven thouſand Virgins; the Count 
1s otherwiſe a very ſhallow fellow, not to 
be truſted, and faithleſs as a perjured lover; 
which 1s indeed a national defect, as they 
make it a general rule to ſuit their diſcourſe 
to what they believe to be the complexion 
of thoſe they talk with, paying very little 
regard to truth, candor or ſincerity. 
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Do you remark the Gentleman who ſtands 
next him? (continued the Doctor) He, you 
will allow, has more the face and appear- 
ance of a ſoldier, and is really one of the 
beſt among them, it is truly a pity he has 
not received ſome ſort of correſpondent edu- 
cation, for he has a ſtrong natural turn to 
be a man of honor and an Officer ; but now 
from unavoidable neceſſity, there has enter- 
ed ſuch a degree of alloy into the compo- 
ſition of his character, that it will be hard 
to gueſs right at it; yet, one may ſafely. 
pronounce, that, by any compariſon with 
moſt of his countrymen, it will appear 
highly to advantage, and the ſame may be 
faid with reſpect to his learning and the 
qualities of his mind: there 1s, however, 
one part of his behaviour I have been too 
credibly informed of, which I am ſorry for, 
and am very far from reliſhing, and is a 
ſtrong inſtance of the effects of a bad edu- 
cation upon the beſt natural diſpoſitions. It 
ſeems that, on the death of the late King, 
many of the Nobility imagined the Mar- 
quis of Pombal had fermed an intention of 
retaining all authority in his own hands, 
even in ſpite of any declaration the Queen 
ſhould make to the contrary ; and upon 
this ſuppoſition, when they came to the 
palace, on occaſion of that Miniſter's taking . 

his 
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his leave of the Queen, they were all pro- 
vided with their facas de Ponta, ſtabbing 
knives, in order to have immediately deſ- 
patched the old man, in caſe he made any 
ſuch attempt, which was the fartheſt thing 
from his thoughts. So that, after his au- 
dience of the Queen, when he came out, 
and was no more Miniſter, his very ap- 
pearance and countenance Nil ſtruck ter- 
for, as it had ſo long done, into theſe pitiful 
Fidalgos, who were ready to embrue their 
hands in his blood, and they accompanied 
him as uſual to his carriage, with every 
mark of reſpect. Now, what provokes and 
mortifies me, on account of this Gentleman 
the Marquis das M—s, whom I really 
eſteemed, is, not only that he ſhould have 
entered into this mean dirty plot, but that 
he ſhould have afterwards boaſted of their 


baſe and treacherous intention againſt the 
old Marquis. 


Our attention was now taken up with 
the enormous nonſenſe uttered by a tall 
ſtout Dominican Fryar, who had mounted 
the pulpit to preach the ſermon. With a 
Stentorian voice he was expatiating on, the 
ſuperior merit of thoſe who employ them- 
ſelves in making converts to the only true 
religion under Heaven. He then introduced 

a pompous 
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a pompous relation of the numberleſs con- 
verſion of Hereticks and Infidels ; his own 
holy Patriarch, St. Dominick, had employ- 
ed his whole bleſſed life in making in al- 
moſt every country of Europe, among the 
wicked Albigenſes, the Proteſtants in Ger- 
many and France, and the Jews and Moors 
in Portugal and Spain, without uſing any 
manner of force or compulſion, as he aſſured 
his audience, but ſuch as proceeded from 
the witneſſing the ſtupendous miracles he 
performed, and from the ſword of the 
word, which iſſued from his mouth; and 
he added, that from that time to this, no 
Prince or Monarch had ever been ſo zea- 
lous in the encouraging of converts to holy 


Church as her moſt auguſt and Faithful 


Majeſty there preſent, for which God and 
our bleſſed Lady would amply reward her, 
by granting her peace and proſperity in 
this world, and a crown of glory in the 
next. Let the numberleſs converſions (ſaid 
ke) wrought in this moſt illuſtrious Court, 


ſince her Majeſty's happy acceſſion to the 


throne, witneſs for the truth of what I ſay 
let the ſullen French Hugenots, the re- 
probate Engliſh Hereticks, and the German 


Followers of the cruel] Calvin and impious 


Luther, who have in ſuch numbers been 


baptized into the holy Faith within theſe 
| walls, 
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walls, declare whether her Majeſty's piety 
or generoſity have been moſt forward in 
encouraging them to renounce their abo- 
minable errors, and profeſs themſelves the 
humble and docile ſons of the only infalli- 
ble Church upon earth. Oh! that I had 
the voice of a thouſand Angels, (exclaimed 
the preacher in a ſtill louder tone) ſuffi- 
ciently to acknowledge the goodneſs of 
Providence, in ſending us ſuch a holy 
Queen, and to thank my own glorious 
Patriarch St. Dominick, for having inſpired 
me, the weakeſt and moſt unworthy of all 
his children, with eloquence, with argu- 
ments, and rhetorick ſufficient to reduce 
and overcome the powerful reaſoning and 
and well framed objections of the noble 
Neophyte, wham we are now about to ad- 


mit into the boſom of the holy viſible 
Church. 


The Neophyte himſelſ now appeared, 
where every thing was prepared for the 
ceremony of baptizing him : the King and 
Queen ſtood Sponſors at the font, and the 
eyes of theſe two Royal Perſonages filled 
with joy, while the Sacrament was celebra- 
ting. As ſoon as it was over, the Queen 
moſt graciouſly went up to the new-born 
Chriſtian, and wiping with a handkerchief 
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ſome drops of the holy water which had 
fallen on the collar of his ſhirt, ſhe told him 
ſhe hoped that would not be the cauſe of 
his catching cold, as, ſhe aſſured him, it 
was a ſort of water which never did harm 
to any one: The whole Court now came 
up to him as he ſtood near her Majeſty, and 
wiſhed him joy, while Te Deum was per- 
forming with excellent voices and muſic, 
to complete ſo auguſt a ceremony. 


I have been obliged to draw out this 
letter to an uncommon length on account 
of my ſubject, and could ſtill make great 
additions to it; for it is an event which, 
to have happened in our days, muſt ap- 
pear extraordinary and almoſt incredible 
in every part of Europe, but where we 


are. Farewell. 


LE T- 
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L ET TE R XXXI. 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BROTHER, 


WIEN I take up the pen to write you, 
I am literally often tempted to throw it 
down again and ſtop ſhort, from the ſuppo- 
ſition that you muſt imagine I am impoſing 
on you, and vamping up ſome old legend- 
ary tales I have met with in Spain or here, 
in a modern dreſs, ſo as to paſs them upon 
you for ſo many facts actually happening 
at this time; nay, I am confident, ſome of 
the accounts I ſend muſt ſtrike you in that 
light, for I know they would appear ſo 
even at Madrid, I mean at Court, becauſe, 
though I apprehend there is little difference 
between the degree of darkneſs, ignorance 
and ſuperſtition, in which, generally ſpeak- 
ing, the inhabitants of the provinces both 
in Spain and Portugal, are immerſed ; 
yet, now I have ſeen the Court here, I 
can aſſure you, that with regard to the 
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two, the caſe is widely different : I am ac- 
quainted with numbers of Spaniſh Gentle- 
men at Court, in the Army, and even in 
the Church, of the moſt unconfined and li- 
beral ſentiments, who anxiouſly wiſh for 
an entire revolution in the eccleſiaſtical po- 
lity of their country, but, who, from pa- 
triotic and philoſophical motives, remain 
quiet and reſigned, as they behold with 
grief and regret, the preſent Clergy ſtill too 
powerful, and that mens' minds in general, 
are not yet ſufficiently prepared for ſuch a 
falutary change; but who, even now, would 
never permit ſuch a ludicrous ſcene to be 
repreſented at Court, as Count O--h—n has 
juſt exhibited. In fact, when we reflect on 
the abſurdity, or rather the impoſſibility 
of a man of probity, honor and true prin- 
ciple changing his religion—when we con- 
ſider that he will never find any thing bet- 
ter than the love of truth and virtue, of 
God and his neighbour, to which he can 
attach himſelf, and that he never can com- 
prehend, under the venerable name of re- 
ligion, all that heterogeneous variety of 
monſtrous dogmas, or the. diſgraceful, 
indecent and childiſh practices and creeds, 
which conſtitute the factitious modes of 
worſhip we ſee employed almoſt every 
where 1n the Chriſtian world at preſent, it 

becomes 
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becomes ſo much the more difficult to ac- 
count for the behaviour of the Neophyte, 
whoſe converſion I deſcribed to you in my 
laſt letter: he, who for forty years before, 
had both the Proteſtant and Roman modes 
of worſhip under his eye, and might much 
earlier have made the change in ſilence, 
without ritking the loſs of his reputation. 
It is not, therefore, without real concern, 
that thoſe perſons, who before reſpecled 
his parts, talents and capacity, are un- 
der the grating neceſſity of aſſigning for the 
motives of his conduct, ſuch as muſt entire- 
ly ruin him in their good opinion. 


But, what is ſtill worſe, if we take a 
comparative view of all the other different 
modes of worſhip now in faſhion, they will 
appear infinitely ſenſible, decent and eli- 
gible, when compared with that which our 
Neophyte has juſt adopted, and I myſelf 
know multitudes of perſons in Spain, who 
would be tranſported with the thoughts of 
having it in their power to throw it off; 
and, to talk coolly and temperately of it, 
we muſt admit, that the Popiſh worſhip is, 
all together, ſuch a bundle of corruption, 
of contradiction, and of the quinteſſence of 
the old Pagan and Jewiſh ſuperſtitious 
practices, collected into one maſs of the 
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moſt glaring impoſition that ever was 
held up to the contempt of the ſenſible part 
of the world, that it is now untverſally 
hooted at and deſpiſed by men of ſenſe, in 
thoſe very countries where the civil Govern- 
ment ſtill protects its practice; for, being 
begotten and conjured into exiſtence, at a 
period of the groſſeſt ignorance, and foſter- 
ed in thoſe times which proved the moſt 
fatal to the rights and liberties of mankind, 
it was a natural conſequence, that, as ſoon 
as men recovered their liberty with the free 
uſe of their reaſon, and durſt look the many- 
headed monſter in the face, they ſhould be 
ſeized with a generous indignation at the 
thoughts of having been ſo long hood-wink- 
ed, and induced to bend their necks to the 
faſcinating power of ſuch a phantom. 


But to return to the Court—As I hint- 
ed above, it is exceedingly different from 
that of Madrid; thoſe of it whom I have 
converſed with ſeem to be diffident and 
ſhy in communicating with Foreigners ; 
moſt of them are either overcharged with 
fat, or have a diſeaſed and ſickly look — the 
beſt- looking family here is that of the 
Marquis of M——l—a, and even in them, 


though handſome, it is eaſy to trace that 
blue Jewiſh tint in their features, by which 
| all 
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all the children of Abraham are ſo diſtin- 
guiſhable. Before I go farther, I ſhall give 
you another inſtance of the amuſements of 
this Court. 


You muſt know, that on the firſt Friday 
of Lent, there is a great general proceſſion 
here, in commemoration of our Saviour's 
being led out of Jeruſalem, bearing his 
Croſs to be crucified, and it happened. that 
we dined by invitation the preceding day at 
a houſe near the Church of St. Roque. Af- 
ter dinner, ſome of the company propoſed a 


party to that. Church, to ſee the King, 


Queen and Court, who were to come that 
evening, being the eve of the proceſſion, 


to kiſs os pes dy Senhor, the feet of the Lord. 


You will remark, they do not ſay the feet 
of an image or figure of the Lord, and you 
will ſee by the ſequel, the obſervation ve- 
rified, that it is impoſſible to admit of 
images and prevent idolatry.“ This figure 
of our Saviour was much larger than the 
life, and was kneeling on one knee and ri- 
ſing on the other leg, in the act of lifting 

up the heavy croſs laid upon its ſhoulders: 

It was ſet out in the middle of the Church, 
ready to be carried in a kind of private pro- 
ceſſion that evening, to the Church of the 
Convent of Grace, in a diſtant quarter. of 
the 
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the city, from whence the grand proceſſion 
was to ſet out next day, and thoſe who 
were to accompany it, only waited the arri- 


'val of the Court, to pay their devotions 


before they began the proceſſion. In the 
mean time, by the intervention of a little 
money, the Sacriſtan carried our company 
to ſurvey the miraculous Image. After we 
had kiſſed its foot, he ſhewed us a deep 
wound in the leg, which a Jew had given 
it with a knife, with which he ſtabbed it, 
on being permitted to approach it, under 
pretence of worſhipping it; the Sacriſtan af. 


ſured us, that the knife of the infamous Jew 


plerced deep into the leg, the ſame as if it 
had been made of fleſh, that there iſſued from 
the wound a quantity of blood, which was 
preſerved at the time, that he kept it care- 
fully in his Sacriſty, and it would be expoſ- 
ed on the great altar next day for the vene- 
ration of the faithful; he alſo ſhewed us 
the marks of teeth on another part of the 
ſame leg, which he aſſured us, happened 
after the following manner: An 1afidel - 
Moor came to Liſbon upon ſome buſineſs, 
and a zealous Dominican Fryar, whoſe 
name I cannot now recollect, undertook to 
convert him: after many battles for and 
againſt the Chriſtian religion, the Moor at- 
tacked his antagoniſt molt ſeverely, on the 
article 
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article of having Images, which all the 
Mahometans deteſt; the Fryar, to ſup- 
port the authority of Images, told him 
what happened to this Image when the Jew 
ſtabbed it, to which the other replied, he 
did not believe it, but deſired to ſee the 
mark ; accordingly next day, the Fryar 
conducted him to the Church for that pur- 
poſe, and the Moor approaching with his 
head, as if to examine the wound more 
attentively, gave the leg a bite; when, to 
his utter confuſion and aſtoniſhment, he 
found the leg was warm fleſh, which yield- 
ed to his teeth and they entered deep into 
it : The ſame Moor was immediately 
baptized and ſerved many years after as 
Under-Sacriſtan of this very Church, and 
died in the greateſt odour of ſanity. I cer- 
tainly ſaw the marks of teeth in the leg; but 
whether it proceeded from the cauſe our con- 
ductor alledged I ſhall leave you to deter- 
mine; however, the Sacriſtan told us, that 
the Image has been held in the higheſt ve- 
neration ever ſince, and fo much reſpected, 
that the Royal family and the. Court came 
yearly on the veſper of the proceſſion to 
worſhip it; and indeed he had hardly done 
ſpeaking when they came in, and after 
mumbling their prayers, with every mark 
of diſtraction and diſregard, they approach- 
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ed and kiſſed the foot with the utmoſt devo- 
tion on their knees, to the edification of a 
Church full of ſpectators. 


After their Majeſties and the Court had 
taken their leaves, and the proceſſion had 
left the Church, the Sacriſtan pleaſed with 
the pecuniary attenion we paid him, led us 


ta ſee the famous Chapel of St. John the 


Baptiſt, which King John the Fifth had got 
made entirely at Rome, at a moſt enormous 
expence. In order to conſecrate it, the Pope 
ſaid the firſt Maſs #n it there; after which, 


it was taken all to pieces, carefully packed 


up, and brought hither with the ſame arti- 
ficers who made it, to ſet it up again, with 
a magnificent gold lamp and two prodigi- 
ous candleſticks of maſſive ſilver gilt, and 
weighing above eighteen ſtone each: After 
examining this Chapel, full of beautiful Mo- 
ſaic paintings, the Sacriſtan led us to the 
great altar, where, drawing aſide a long 
damaſk curtain, there was diſcovered a 
magnificent Image of the Virgin, with the 
Child Jeſus in her arms: the Virgin was 
dreſſed out in ſplendid robes, ſhining with 
gold, and a Crown, ornamented with large 
ſtones of various colours, encircled her head; 

ſhe ſtood upon the Moon, in the form of a 
creſcent, as all arouud her were painted 
| numbers 
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numbers of ſtars in gold, upon an azure 
ground, and ſhe had the title or invocation 
of (Noſſa Senhora do Empyreo) our Lady of 
the Empyræum; the Child had a ſmall 
globe in one hand, and the ſcepter in the 
other, But what conſtituted the miraculous 
in this Image was, the information of the 
friendly Sacriſtan, who had put on conſe- 
crated gloves and his ſtola over his ſurplice, 
before he durſt preſume to look at it. 


The account he gave us was, that the 
Child Jeſus, whom we there ſaw in his 
mother's arms, grew ſenſibly every year, 
that they cut his finger and toe nails fre- 
quently, the parings whereof he had careful- 
ly preſerved; and he aſſured us farther, it 
was regiſtered in the hiftorical Minutes of 
the Church, (which he offered to ſhew us) 
that, about two hundred years ago, the 
Child uſed to deſcend from its mother's 


arms, at the invitation of two children of 


its own ſize, who then came into the Church 
to viſit it, and that they had been often 
ſeen all three together, eating their after- 
noon's luncheon, merenda, upon'the ſteps of 
the altar—that afterwards the Child Jeſus 
informed them, they would be called to 
Heaven on the next Aſcenſion-day after he 
ſpoke to them, as it accordingly happened, 
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and they were both found dead on their 
knees before the Virgin, with their hands 
joined in the attitude of praying; that their 
relieks were carefully preſerved under the 
ſame altar, and a yearly feſtival had been 
inſtituted there in commemoration of ſuch 
a miracle. 


After this, the Sacriſtan ſhewed us a fa- 
mous Crucifix, which was brought and de- 
hvered to the venerable Father Montoya, 
by the hands of Angels, and aſſured us it 
was aſſerted from antient tradition, that it 
had been often heard in converſation with 
him. 


The diſcreet Sacriſtan ſeemed very well 
diſpoſed to entertain us with relations of 
that force and conſequence, in all which, 
it was evident he ſpoke from his heart, and 
as he believed, but it was no leſs evident 
he was diſordered in his ſenſes, and on en- 
quiry, I find he belongs to a family of great 
diſtinction here, but having when young, 
committed a murder, accompanied with 
the moſt aggravating circumſtances of hor- 
ror, not to diſgrace his relations, he had 
been permitted to run away. to Rome, 
where, for a long time, he did penance a- 
mong the other Portugueſe Jews, upon the 


ſteps 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 99 


ſteps of St. Peter's, till he at laſt obtained 
his pardon, and was ſent back with recom- 
mendatory letters to Portugal, on the con- 
dition that he was to ſerve as Sacriſtan in 
the Church where we found him. Such is 
the Court, and ſuch a great part of the No- 
bility of this country. The Spaniſh Nobi- 
lity is not ſo, 


Adieu. 
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ET 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BROTHER, 


As I look upon the conſideration of prac- 
tical examples of things which really hap- 
pen in a country, as the beſt criterion, by 
which we can form a proper judgment of 
its manners and cuſtoms, I ſhall, as occaſion 
offers, furniſh you with ſome examples 
of that kind, in the courſe of my correſ- 
pondence, taking care that my informa- 
tion be drawn from the moſt authentic 
quarter circumſtances will admit of; and 
in this I have reaſon to believe, I have been 
ſingularly happy ſince my arrival, by 
means of Doctor Allen and Colonel Priolet, 
and eſpecially this laſt Gentleman, who is 
daily laying me under freſh obligations, by 
his repeated civilities. 


I went with Lord Freeman, by appoint- 
ment, to breakfaſt with Priolet the other 
morning, after which he was to conduct us 

to 
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to the levee of the Secretary of State for 


the Home Department, and introduce us to 
his Excellency the Viſcount of Villa Nova. 


As ſoon as we had breakfaſted, we got 
into our carriages and ſet out for the Mini- 
ſter's palace of the Adjuda. On our arrival, 
Priolet ſent in word to him, that he was 
there with two Engliſh Officers, to pay 
their reſpects to him; and though it was 
rather early, we found the rooms crowded 
with people of all denominations, mixed 
together, and of both ſexes. The women 
were all dreſſed in black; ſeveral of them 
had very long trains dragging after them 
as they walked. Priolet went up to an 
Officer he ſaw in a corner of one of the 
apartments, with whom he had ſome ſlight 
acquaintance : After the uſual ſalutations, 
the Officer told us, we would be diſap- 
pointed if we expected to ſpeak with his, 
Excellency the Viſcount for theſe two hours, 
as he was yet in bed. Priolet then aſked 
him, to what purpoſe he himſelf as well 
as all that crowd had repaired thither 
ſo ſoon ? The Officer ſaid he could not 


take upon him to anſwer that queſtion, 


any farther than what concerned himſelf 
and two- or three friends preſent, whom 
he met regularly for almoſt theſe two 

| years 
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years paſt, and who ſpend their time as 
agreeably in converſation there, as they 
could do any where elſe. We divert our- 
ſelves (ſaid another oldiſh black-looking 
man, with a tye-wig) as well as we can, 
in talking over the paſt hiſtory of our 
lives, and informing each other of the bu- 
ſineſs which brings us here to repreſent our 
affairs to her Majeſty's Miniſters. We 
ſhould be very glad (ſaid Priolet politely to 
them) to be admitted members of your 
temporary ſociety, and after hearing the 
accounts you give of yourſelves, alſo to 
contribute what is in our power to enter- 
tain you. They all approved much what 
Priolet propoſed, and even ſeemed much 
flattered to ſee Engliſhmen mix ſo familiar- 
ly with them ; they immediately made 
room for us to fit down, and after a good 
many compliments about who ſhould ſpeak 
firſt, the fame little black man began as 
follows : 


Gentlemen and my maſters, I am a 
Notary Public in the city of Lifbon, and, 
as you ſee, well advanced in years. I mar- 
ried a long time ago a very handſome Iriſh 
girl, then an attendant in the family and 
houſe of Lourigal, which has always been 
the patron and protector of our's. I poſi- 
_ tively 
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tively adored my deareſt wife, and believed 
nothing on earth was equal to her; ſhe 
was indeed a Saint, and too good for this 
world, for ſhe was a great devotee of our 
Lady of the Rock of France ; ſhe had not 
lived with me quite a twelvemonth, when 
our Lady was pleaſed to take her to herſelf; 
ſhe died in childbed, leaving me a fine boy, 
perfectly her own picture. My only conſo- 
lation upon ſuch a heavy lofs, was the care 
and education of my boy Jaſper, m which 
I ſpared neither labour nor expence, to 
procure him inſtruction, ſuch as ſuited the 
fon of an honeſt white man, in my ſmall 
ſphere of life: my endeavours were crown- 
ed with fucceſs—my boy ſpeaks and writes 
French as well as he does his own language, 
underftands Engliſh, and writes as fine a 
hand as any Clerk in Lifbon, and was juſt 
becoming of infinite uſe to me, as I could 
not apply ſo conſtantly to writing as I did 
in my younger days—as to his perſon, he 
is tall, and ſtraight as a poplar, has exactly 
his mother's countenance, with a complex- 
ion as clear and bright, as that of any Fo- 


A celebrated Convent of Auſtin Fryars in Liſbon, 
where there is a miraculous Image of the Virgin: The 
walls of the Church are covered with the trophies and 
memorials of the various miracles ſhe has performed, 
in fayour of her votaries. 
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reigner. In ſhort, Gentlemen, I was proud 
of my fine lad, and, till theſe two years 
paſt, happy in his company, when the 
ſnares of an infamous woman, with his 
own want of experience, deprived me of 
him, and have well nigh proved my ruin. 


* You all know, Gentlemen, there is a 
prodigious rich man in the city, of the 
name of B——— - M da C— ta, 
a new Chriſtian, or rather a Jew, for he is 
one by generation and by his actions: the 
two ruling paſſions of this man's life are 
gaming and women; and in the firſt he is 
as prodigal, as he is niggardly in his expen- 
ces with the latter, at the ſame time that 


variety of women is his delight; and in 
order to clear himſelf of thoſe he becomes 


tired of, and to make room for others, he by 
his authority, or by means of Empenhos, 
either gets them creditably married, or puts 
them into Convents as Nuns or attendants, 
and all this with ſurpriſing little expence. 
Among others he had in his keeping, there 
was an Italian Opera-dancer, . and becoming 
very ſoon tired of her, becauſe he found 
her monſtrouſly expenſive, a certain Trini- 
tarian Fryar, a great companion of his at 
the gaming-table, and who had won a good 
deal of his money there, undertook to rid 
55 | | him 
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him of her, and get her well married, pro- 
vided he would engage her to indulge him 
ſometimes with her company, for which 
he ſaid he had the moſt preſſing and ar- 
dent inclination. This buſineſs being very 
ſoon adjuſted, the Fryar, who had before 
ſome ſlight aquaintance with my ſon, in- 
vited him ſometimes to accompany him to 
the Opera, entertained him in converſation, 
and offered to procure him a commiſſion in 
any of the Regiments in Liſbon, by means 
of his own couſin the Queen's Confeſſor; 
telling him what a pity it was ſo fine a 
young fellow ſhould drive a quill, inſtead 
of making a figure in the Army. This flat- 
tered the boy's vanity exceedingly, and he 
conſidered the Fryar as his beſt friend. In 
ſome time after, they again went to the 
Opera, when it happened this dancing-wo- 
man performed her part ſo well, as to be 
repeatedly applauded by the audience ; a- 
mong others, my boy, hardly twenty, was 
in raptures, and told his friend he had ne- 
ver beheld ſuch an enchanting creature in 
his liſe. The Fryar aſſured him, that if he 
had a mind he ſhould ſup with her, at his 
private lodgings that very night, which 
they accordingly did. After ſupper, the 
Fryar pretended to be taken ſuddenly ill, 
and therefore my ſon muſt accompany the 
Vol. II. P e lady 
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lady home, where he paſſed the night with 
her. 


-— Briefly, in about a month after, I was 
never more ſurprized in my whole life than 
when I faw the Vicar-General of Liſbon fol- 
lowed by his Alcaides and other attendants, 
who came in the name of the Patriarch, 
and carried my ſon with them to the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Priſon, at the ſuit and inſtance 
of the Signora Bettina Paſſerini, for having 
deprived her of her honor and virginity, by 
forcibly laying with her; and they inform- 
ed him at the fame time, that he would 
be kept in cloſe confinement, till he ſhould 
reſolve to make the lady competent reſti- 
tution, by marrying her. 


I have been labouring inceſſantly, ſor 
theſe two years paſt, by memorials to the 
Cardinal Patriarch, to his Excellency here, 
and to the Queen herſelf, requeſting to be 
admitted to prove that the woman was a 
proſtitute long before my boy ſaw her; but 
the Frinitarian Fryar is couſin to the 
Queen's Confeſſor, and there is the rub—my 
boy muſt remain in priſon for life, or mar- 
Ty a Jezebel. In the mean time, I am ruin- 
ed in my health, I have loſt my buſineſs, 
by being ſo long prevented from attending 
to it, and my ſpirits would have been quite 

funk, 
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funk, were it not for the conſolation I ſome- 
times receive in the company and converſa- 
tion of theſe honourable gentlemen.” 


The whole company made the little 
black man a bow, in return for the com- 
pliment he paid us at the end of his diſ- 
courſe. We condoled with him for the loſs 
of his ſon, but encouraged him to perſe- 
vere, and that as the truth muſt pierce 
ſooner or later, he then would expoſe the 
Fryar's baſeneſs, and his ſon would be reſ- 
tored to him with double ſatisfaction. - 


The next perſon who ſpoke, was the 
Officer of Priolet's acquaintance. He began 
by exclaiming againſt the cruel injuftices 
committed in the promotions of the Army; 
faid, that all advancement in it was the ef- 
fect of money, or empenhos, that long 
ſervices were of no avail to be attended to, 
unleſs repreſented by ſome favourite, who 
had intereſt to make them be taken into 


conſideration, and he then continued as 
follows: | 


Gentlemen, I was Lieutenant-Colonel 
in one of the Regiments of the famous city 
of Goa in the Eaſt Indies, now going in 
nine years ago, when a troop of the plun- 
dering Mharatta Indians came down from 

F 2 the 
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the mountains of the Gatte, and rifled 
ſome of our plantations upon the main 
land, about only three leagues diſtance 
from the iſland whereon the city of Goa 
ſtands. Our Viceroy thought it was his 
duty to chaſtiſe ſuch a piece of inſolence, 
and ordered a detachment of two hundred 
men to be ready upon the parade in the 
evening for that purpoſe. As ſoon as his 
intentions were known in the city, the ap- 
plications and empenhos were infinite in 
favour of different Officers to command 
that detachment ; for, thank God, our na- 
tion ſtill ſupports, with honor, its ancient 


renown for valour, in preference to every 


other nation of Europe. However, after 
all, his Excellency the Viceroy ſent for me, 
and ſaid, that as he looked upon me to 
be the braveſt man in the Garriſon, he or- 
dered me to take the command of that de- 
tachment, and execute what I ſhould find 
in a paper he delivered ſealed into my 


hands, and which I was not to open till 1. 


had paſſed the ferry over to the main land 
and marched a league into the country. 


I accordingly paſſed the ferry with my 
command, and proceeded on my route in 
ſilence. and darkneſs, when my advanced 
guard began firing, and adviſed me by a 
cCentinel 
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centinel the enemy was immediately before 
us; the firing continued, and ſome of the 
ſhot coming among my men, they inſtant- 
ly threw down their arms, and calling on 
our Lady of Aſiſtance, made their eſcape, 
and all arrived ſafe, without their arms, at 


the Garriſon, which I alſo reached the next 
morning about ten o'clock, when the Vice- 


roy ordered me into arreſt for breach of 
duty, and to be tried by a Court-martial, 
' which he ordered to aſſemble. I had now 
leiſure to open my inſtructions, which I 
could not do the night before, on account 
of the panic my men were ſtruck with ; 
and for which, it afterwards appeared, 
there was not the ſmalleſt cauſe, for the 
Mharattas had returned to their high lands, 
as ſoon as they had pillaged our ſettle- 
ments. Theſe inſtuctions, ſigned with the 
Viceroy's own hand, were as follows : 


* The two Generals in Chief of this ex- 
pedition -are St, Francis Xayier of the In- 
dies, and St. Anthony of Liſbon; under their 
orders, Lieutenant-Colonel Manoel Peſſinga 
Tinoco will march with two hundred men, 
to chaſtiſe the inſolence of the Mharattas, 
according to the directons he ſhall receive 
from his Superior Officers, and in obediance 
to their commands.” —An 1ngenious little 

. Attorney 
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Attorney we then had in Goa, to whom I 
ſhewed my inſtructions, adviſed me to 
ſtand on my defence before the Court- 
martial, by alledging I was not anſwerable 
for the ſucceſs of an expedition whereof L 
had not the chief command, and that the 
two Saints, and not I, ought to be called 
before the Court. I did ſa; and made it ap- 


pear to them evidently, that I had never re- 
ceived any commands, either from Saint or 


Mankind, but thoſe contained in that paper, 

which plainly pointed to future orders I was 
to receive. Accordingly the Court-martial 
did not find me guilty, and fo they reported 
to the Viceroy. - But this did not fatisfy 
him, he ſtill kept me priſoner, with a cen- 
tinel in my apartment in the main-guard, | 
where I remained for three years, without 
pay or any other means of ſubſiſtence, till 
a new Viceroy from Europe arrived in 
India, with orders, as uſual, to ſend home 
his predeceſſor in irons, and to confiſ- 
cate every thing he poſſeſſed to the King's 
uſe. This did not mend my fortune; I 
was ſent home priſoner likewiſe; and whe- 
ther it was owing to neglect or want of in- 
formation, on coming on ſhore I had my 
liberty, but without a fingle friend, or even 
acquaintance, for I am a native of the Bra- 
zil, and without money to purchaſe me a 

dinner, 
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dinner, and had it not been for the charit- 
able Fathers of the Convent of the Delrve- 
rance of Alcantara, with whom I have dined 
daily for near theſe five years paſt, I muſt 
have periſhed for want. During the two 
firſt years after my return I repreſented my 
caſe and the cruelty of my ſituation (after 
{ſerving her Majeſty with honor above forty 
years) to his Excellency Martin de Mello, 
who at laſt undeceived me ; told me I was 
out of the Army, that he could do nothing 
for me, and that I ought to apply to the 
Secretary of State for the Affairs of the 
Kingdom. Accordingly, I have never fail- 
ed attending here regularly, and I dine as 
regularly with my reſpectable Fathers of 
the Deliverance, which is the only time I 
break my faſt in the twenty-four hours. I 
truſt greatly in God's divine Providence, I 
wait the iſſue of my memorials with holy 
patience, and as I am a great devotee of 
our Lady of the Deliverance, and ſing her 
Terco every night with the Fryars in the 
Convent, I have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance ſhe 
will at laſt have compaſſion on me, and 
favor me with a good deſpatch.” —— 


At this moment we were called in to wait 
on the Miniſter, when we would much 
rather have remained where we were ; but 


my 


. 
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my Lord Freeman ſwears he will return 


ſome forenoon to our ſelect ſociety of the. 


levee-room. I own ſuch accounts aſtoniſh 
me! and one would ſincerely wiſh, they 
were only extracts from ſome Novel, or 
tales made at pleaſure. But we are cruel- 
ly diſappointed in ſuch a ſuppoſition, by 
ſeeing before our eyes the unhappy ſufferers 
themſelves, whoſe words, looks and geſ- 
tures, in relating the ſtory of their own 
misfortunes, too forcibly announce the truth. 
oh happy country! governed by a 
fooliſh Woman, and a ſet of inſolent worth- 
leſs Churchmen ! 


Adieu. 
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LETTE R XXXII. 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BROTHER, 


* I laſt wrote you, I have received 
two of your letfers, one dated the 3d; and 
the other the ryth of laſt month, during all 
which I did not write you, ſo entirely have 
we been taken up in receiving and paying 
viſits, in entertainments, and excurſions to 
different parts of the country. Lent is here 
ſo far from being a ſeaſon of penance an 
mortification, that ſince it began, we have 
ſeen more company, and in greater variety, 
than we did before; we attend the Church- 
es and proceſſions, of which there is a grand 
one every F riday, in one part or other of 
the eity, and we are always invited to fee 
them at the houſe of ſome principal perſon 
in that quarter, after which, there is an 
elegant collation. provided for the com- 
PanY, as well as tea, chocolate, cards, and 
dancing for thoſe who chuſe it, and you 

Vol. II. «6 are 


114 SKETCHES OF 


are ſure to hear ſome of the fineſt Italian 
airs, by ſome of the Ladies preſent ; for | 
forgot, or rather I have not yet had time 
to tell you, this is quite a muſical and a 
ſinging country, and there is hardly a pea- 
ſant, a country girl, or a commom ſol- 
dier, who does not play on the Guitar, and 
is not provided with one of thoſe inſtru- 
ments, when they have hardly a ſhirt to 
their backs, or a rag to cover tlieir naked- 
neſs, 


But, where am I rambling away from 
the intended ſubject of this epiſtle? which 
was to give you ſome account of, what I 
may call, our particular connexions here, 
I mean Lord Freeman and Colonel Priolet, 
who is one of the moſt ſenſible rational men 
I have met with any where; I like him ex- 
ceedingly, and it is through him I gain all 
my beſt intelligence—Apropos, we have 
been twice at our ſelect ſociety of the levee- 
room, fince I laſt wrote you. Oh! Charles, 
I heard ſuch tales of affliction and woe, as 
I think it would be impoſſible to match by 
the gloomieſt productions of fancy! for, 
however much theſe may reſemble the 
truth, yet the previous knowledge of t heir 
being but fiction, according to my feelings, 
damps and greatly diminiſhes the degree of 

| _ uneaſy 
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uneaſy melancholy ſatisfaction I receive, 
on reading an affecting detail of real diſ- 
treſs, and I am affected much more when 
it is told me viva voce, by the very us 
concerned. 


To return to my ſubjeR—I muſt inform 
you, I do not much like the appearance of 
the ſituation my excellent friend Lord Free- 
man is in here at preſent ; I have obſerved 
him of late more penſive than uſual, and I 
underſtand Priolet has been diſſuading him 
from proſecuting his plan of the marriage 
with Pancorvo's daughter, though he ſeems 
to be now more ſtrenuous in it than ever, 
and his friends look upon it as next to im- 
practicable, after what has juſt happened, 
of which you ſhall judge, when you are ac- 
quainted with the following circumſtances, 
many of which, as I already mentioned, I 
had from Priolet, who is a man of honor, 
and, I think, to be depended on; others 
concerning Priolet and Miſs Welding, I had 
from Lady Welding herſelf, who 1s a very 
fine woman, for ſhe appears perfectly ſen- 
ſible of the reſpect and attention Gentlemen 
are pleaſed to pay to her, and to have no 
objection to a little flirtation, 


There are no leſs than four pretenders to 
the hand of Pancorvo's fair daughter, and 
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to all appearance, (as it toa often happens) 
the moſt worthleſs of the four is he who bids 
faireſt far carrying the prize. 


The firſt of theſe is Lord Freeman, with 
whoſe character you are already in ſome 
degree acquainted, and of whom it is not 
neceſſary to ſay any thing more for the 
preſent. 

The ſecond ſuitor is a perſon 1 have had 
occaſion to mention in former letters, of the 
name of Bernardo Soares Mendez da Coſta; 
he is reckoned extremely rich, and a good 
man upon Change, but thoſe wha pretend 
to be better acquainted with his ſituation, 
{ay the contrary, and that he has loft very 
conſiderable ſums at play, to, which he is a 
dupe, but which he keeps very ſecret, that 
it may. not affect his credit; what is cer- 
tain is, that he advances money, from 
time to time, both to 5 young Lady's 
father and mother, and that they have 
promiſed him their daughter in marriage, 
but it is ſaid, that promiſe being extorted 
only to obtain the ready, it is not binding, 

and that a noble family can never be guilty 
of ſuch baſeneſs, as to throw away their 
only daughter upon a new Chriſtian. 


The next pretender is the young Conde 
de Podralra, whoſe relations applied to 
the 
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the parents of the Lady, as is the cuſtom, 
and propoſed the Count for their daugh- 
ter, while the was yet in England, but 
their propoſal was rejected at once, as it 
has alſo been ſince her return; however, 
the young Count has lately ſeen the Lady 
herſelf, and remained fo ſtruck with her 
figure and appearance, that he ſwears he 
muſt and will have her for a wite, if 


whole legions of Devils were to oppoſe 
him. 


This .Count is a great favourite and 
companion of the Lady's brother, Count 
Baldiorra, in all the juvenile amuſements 
of the young Nobility of the country, ſuch 
as frequenting the Riding-houſe and riding 
the great ſaddle, which is the only one they 
can ſit upon, playing at biliards or at cards 
in the forenoons, with their fathers or their 
-own valets and laqueys in the ſtables, and 
joining with them in all their ribaldry and 
vile diſcourſe; but their favourite diverſion 
is to ſally out in the night-time in their 
cloaks, under the direction of Father Do- 
minick, and followed by a number of bra- 
voes they keep in their ſervice, when they 
ſcour the ſtreets, which are all perfectly 
dark, only where there happens to be a 
lamp before the ſmall niches of the Virgin 
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in the walls of ſome houſes. They attack 
the Patroles or Rounds, where there are 
any, whom they generally drive before 
them, knock down whomſoever they meet 
with their bludgeons, and if they find any 
reſiſtance, their bravoes are at hand, who 
are all wonderfully dextrous at the uſe 
of the ſtabbing-knife, ſo that they ſeldom 
return from theſe nocturnal excurſions with- 
out leaving ſome one dead in the ſtreets, 
which furniſhes matter for converſation the 
day following. Though it is not altogether 
in order, I muſt add here, that Count Bal- 
diorra is quite a reprobate, without the 
ſmalleſt glimpſe of education, having been 
all along under the tuition of Father Do- 
minick. The Count was married by his 
parents near a year ago, without having 
ſeen or indeed caring for his bride. After 
they met for the firſt time for the ceremo- 
ny, the fair-one would by no means permit 
the Gentleman to ſleep in the ſame room 
with her; and as it was well known to all 
perſons concerned her affections were - en- 
tirely ſet upon another man, the Count 
takes care to keep the Lady cloſely watched 
and obſerved ever ſince, not that he has 
the ſmalleſt regard for her, but purely to 
prevent even the poſſibility of his forehead 


being ornamented, which is reckoned the, 
moſt 
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moſt grievous of all misfortunes here, while 

he himſelf continues his old train of viſit- 
ing the Convents and Brothels, with his 
great companions Pedralva and Father 
Dominick. 


I come now to give you ſome account of 
the laſt pretender to the Lady, though it 
w1ll be no eaſy matter to give an adequate 
idea of ſuch a worthleſs character. This 
man was born in London, but of ſuch mean 
parents, that, though Priolet ſeems to be 
well acquainted with his hiſtory, he could 
give me no account of his origin, but being 
himſelf bound to a Stone-cutter there, af- 
ter a couple of years he ran away from his 
maſter, and ſhortly after, it being war- 
time, he found means to be employed, by 
the Gentlemen of the Britiſh Artillery at 
Woolwich as a Conductor of Stores, but he 
was ſoon after diſcovered in embezzling 
them and ſelling gunpowder, for which he 
was tried by a Court-martial at Graveſend, 
and ſentenced to be hanged ; but by his 
Majeſty's clemency, no other accident hap- 
pened him than his being turned with ig- 
nominy out of the ſervice ; on which oc- 
caſion, the better to conceal himſelf, he 
changed his name from Scale to that of 
Sector, which he is known by here. This 

happened 
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happened at the time of the war betiweeh 
Spain and Portugal, in the beginning of 
1762, when,  beftdes the auxiliary troops 
which were ſent to Portugal frotti Englaſid, 
there went from different parts many other 
Officers to look for employment, as well 
as others who paſſed themſelves for ſuch 
and had never ſerved an hour, among theſe, 
Sector putting on alſo a uniform, came to 
Liſbon, and mingling: with the erowd, he 
got a commiſſion of Captain of Engineers, 
with a number of other perſons made Cap- 
tains at that time as little deſerving as 
himſelf. However, being now made a 
Gentleman, with his double pay, and maſ- 
ter of his time, (for Engineers have here 
no ſort of duty tg perform in time of peace) 
he has employed it wholly in amaſſing of 
money, by every infamous means: he has 
introduced and fold great quantities of Fo- 
reign contraband goods, both from France 
ad England be is poſſeſſed exactly of 
that ſort of duplicity and low cunning ſo 
Proper for making his way in this country, 
and ſo compleatly adapted to the genius of 
its inhabitants—he has eririched Himſelf, 
and ruined many people, by falfe informa- 
tions and fuborned witneſſes, who are to 
be fonnd every where for a trifle he lends 
money at the moſt exorbitant intereſt he 
ed GN can 
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can extort, ſo that by all theſe vile prac- 
tices, in the courſe of theſe laſt fifteen years, 
he is become exceedingly rich, and no lets 
reſpected by many perſons in this place, 
particularly the needy part of his acquaint- 
ance; as for the Clergy of the country, he 
is in vaſt repute among them, for, on the 
one hand, that he impoſes on the Engliſh 
and other Proteſtants he falls into company 
with, by aſſuring them of how many at- 
tempts have been made by the Churchmen 
to make him a Papiſt, and becauſe of his 
obſtinacy his promotion in the Army is ſtop- 
ped; ſo on the other, he cajoles the ignorant 
and bigoted Prieſts, by meanneſs and flat- 
tery, by lending money to them and their 
miſtreſſes ſecretly, by affirming to them 
he is a trye Catholic in his heart, for which 
alone, be ſays, his countrymen here deteſt 
him; but what is more likely to be of uſe 
to him. now than every thing elſe is, that 
he has ſecured the protection of the Queen's 
Canfeflor, owing to the following maſt 
private incident, which has come. to. the 
knowledge of Colonel Priolet, though. by 
what means, it is impoſſible for me even 
to gueſs, nor do I prefs him to tell me, for 
the parties concerned ſtill believe it is a 
dead ſecret between themſelves. 


Vor. 3 R The 
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The Queen's Confeſſor is the ſon of a 
peaſant,of the province of the Beira, or the 
Alentejo, and a Carmelite Fryar; he was 
conſecrated Biſhop during the former admi- 
niſtration, and has been very lately promo- 
ted to the rank of Archbiſhop in partibus; 
but ſo far is the ambition of this humble 
Fryar from being ſatisfied, that it is only 
whetted the more by ſuch an unexpected 
riſe, and he has now every engine at work 
to obtain the ſcarlet hat from Rome ; but, 
as nothing comes from thence but by dint 
of money, eſpecially now, that the ſources 
of wealth which formerly flowed in copious . 
ſtreams of gold from all nations to that ca- 
* pital, are moſtly dried up, the Archbiſhop 
has his agents and runners ſecretly diſ- 
perſed all over the city, to raiſe money for 
him, by the beſt bargains they can make, 
and knowing Sector was a mifer and had 
money, he let looſe cne of his keeneſt tar- 
riers upon him, and after much haggling 
and many Jewiſh manceuvres on both ſides, 
they came to the following mutual agree- 
ment. | ſp 


The Archbiſhop engaged to procure a 
Royal decree from her Majeſty, ordering 
and determining, that within a reaſonable 
time to be fixed on, Captain Sector was to 


marry 
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marry Donna Lucretia, daughter of the 
Marquis of Pancorvo, provided that, pre- 
vious to the celebration of that ſacrament, 
he. ſhould profeſs himſelf publicly a mem- 
ber of the Church of Rome, that he was to 
be made a Knight of the Order of Chriſt, to 
enjoy a handſome penſion, have the rank 
of Colonel in the Army, together with the 
privilege of her Majeſty's particular pro- 
tection. 


On the other hand, Captain Sector on his 
part, engaged to pay down for the ule 
and at the diſpoſal of the Archbiſhop, the 
ſum of fifty thouſand cruzades, without re- 


quiring bond, voucher, or receipt of any 
kind. 


Thus far I have known for ſome time 


paſt, and I confeſs I believed ſo little of the 


reality of it, that I have not ſcrupled telling 
Mr. Priolet, it was with great difficulty I 
could give credit to ſuch a tranſaction ever 
having paſſed, it appearing ſo unlikely and 
improbable; but how are we all now aſto- 


niſhed and undeceived, by learning, that 


the Archbiſhop ſent yeſterday for the Mar- 
quis of Pancorvo, and imparted to him in 


form, her Majeſty's intention in that reſ- 


pect, in the manner I have mentioned a- 


bove, when the poor wretch, inſtead of 
3 making 


124 s K ETSeRES Or 


making any objections to ſuch a prepoſte- 
tous match, fell like a ſlave upon his knees, 
and kiſſed the Fryar's dirty Teapulary, 
thanking him a thouſand times for the 
high honor her Majeſty condeſcended to do 
him, by diſpoſing of his daughter accord- 
ing to her Royal will and pleafure. 

J am juſt now informed the Archbiſhop” 8 
immediate want of Sector's money, is the 
reaſon this buſineſs has been brought thus 
far, rather precipitately, as the miſer would 
not part with his cath till the other ſhould 
ſend for the father and impart it to him, 
thinking thereby to enſure it beyond a 
doubt, and foreſtall every pretenſion to the 
Lady from all other quarters.—l can plain- 
ly perceive Lord Freeman is greatly em- 
baraſſed; and the young Lady herſelf, who 
has laughed at the pretenſions of the Jew 
merchant, begins to be now ſeriouſly a- 
larmed, and ſays, they may eaſily prevent 
her marrying Lord Freeman, but all the 
compulſion on earth will never make her 
marry another man. Such, at preſent, is 
the ſtate of this buſineſs, which I pray God 
may ſoon afſume a more favourable aſpeR : 
at any rate you ſhall know the ſequel, al- 
though I have rich matter for other letters 
from a different quarter, which, if nothing 
extraordinary happens, ſhall be the ſubjet 
of my next. Till then farewell. 3 
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L E T TE R WI. 


Liſbon, 1579. 
Dax BroTHER, 


As I hinted to you in my laſt, we repair- 
ed to our ſociety in the Miniſter s levee- 
room, to get more of that ſort of informa- 
tion, which appeared to us ſo ſingular, but 
arrived there too late the firſt time we went, 


It was a day of public audience, and his 


Exeellency was already ſtanding erect in 
the door .of an inner apartment, which 
opened on the great levee-room, ſurround- 
ed by a monſtrous and motley crowd, en- 
deavouring each in particular to engage his 
attention; ſome by ſpeaking very loud to 
him, others by crying, others by ſtuffing 


quantities of papers into his hands, which 


he paſſed immediately into thoſe of two 


Under - ſecretaries ſtanding behind him: 


This again was a ſcene quite new to us. 
to ſee the different emotions of anxiety, 
adulation, grief, or anger, as painted m 

ws 


n | 
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the features of the different ſuppliants, 
while they made their repreſentations, 
which all ended in conjuring his Excellen- 
cy to pity and protect them, in the name. 
of our Lord and his holy Mother, while 
the Miniſter, with a ſtudied indifference of 
countenance, affected to lend a callous and 
equal ear to all, and to pay no particular 
attention to any one, but anſwered in ge- 
neral, he would put their caſes in the Royal 
preſence, and afterwards execute what her 
Majeſty ſhould determine. 


The ſecond day, however, we were 
more fortunate, and we found our friends 
ſeated in the ſelf ſame corner of the room, 
where we had left them ſome days be- 
fore. On our going up to them, we were 
received, as you may ſuppoſe, with great 
cordiality, and room was immediately made 
for us. Priolet made an apology for our 
having been ſo long abſent, and expreſſed 
his hope that would not leſſen us in 
their good opinion, for we had (he in- 
formed them) been prevented the more 
frequent pleaſure of their ſociety, (though 
much deſired on our part) by indiſpenſible 
avocations; and as a proof of our regard 
for their company, he ſaid we were now 
come on purpoſe to pay our reſpects to 

| | | them, 
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them, not having any ſort of buſinefs to 
tranſact with the Miniſter. 


The little black-looking Notary Public 
took it on him to anſwer for his country- 
men: Gentlemen, (ſaid he) I know the 
Englith well, and I honor them for their 
upright manner of ſpeaking and acting, 
which is in moſt things preferable to our 
Portugueſe policy and addreſs ; however, 
every nation has its peculiar cuſtoms ; but 
as I was certain you would favor us with 
your company again, becauſe you ſaid you 
would do it, ſo I certified theſe Gentlemen 
of the ſame, and indeed engaged this wor- 
thy Cavalier, for the ſake of entertaining 
you, to undergo the pain it muſt coſt 
him to relate his own preſent ſituation, 
and the nature of the buſineſs which de- 
tains him at Court; he is a man of honor, 
and a Knight of the Order of Chriſt, and 
you may depend on every word he ſays as 


' goſpel. 


Upon this, we all made an obeiſance to 

a Gentleman, who ſat in the corner, dreſſed 
in deep mourning, with the Croſs of the 
Order of Chriſt at his button-hole ; he 
ſeemed a middle-aved man, naturally live- 
ly, but yet appeared melancholy, as if 
ſome heavy misfortun? had lately befallen 
him, 
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him, and in fact his ſtory proved we were 


not miſtaken in our conjectures. 


« Worthy Gentlemen, (ſuid he) addreſ- 


fing himſelf more directly to us three, as 
we fat nearly oppoſite to him, it was im- 
poſſihle not to be affected on hearing ac- 
counts of ſuch unmerited diſtreſs, as has 
overtaken theſe two Gentlemen, (pointing 
to the Notary and the Officer) who the 
other day gave us an account of thetr's ; 
but if the recital of a ſtill more bitter tale 
of woe, can be to them any ſort of allevia- 
tion, I think I have it in my power to be 
af ſome ſervice to them. 


« Fam a native of the province of the 
Entre Douro e Minho, on the Northern 
Frontier of the Kingdom, the moſt beauti- 
ful and flourtfhing province in it. 
ther poſſeffed a beautiful eſtate upon the 
banks of the River Lima, within two 
leagues of a ſea-port town called Viana. 
As I was the heir of the eſtate, I had an 
education ſuitable to the life of a provincial 
Gentleman; I went frequently to the city 
of Porto, where I had ſome relations, and 
was well acquainted with many of. the 
Engliſh factors and merchants there, and to 
one of theſe my father generally ſold year- 
ly from à hundred to à hundred and fifty 

Pipes 


My fa- 
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pipes of wine. It is true our wine had nct 

near the body of that which grows upcn 

the banks of the Rivef Douro, neither did 

it bring a fourth part of the price : howe- 

ver, our friend the Engliſh merchant (and 

I may well call him ſo) contrived to give it 

ſuch a body with the juice of the alderberry, 
which we procured for him privately, and 
with a proper mixture of ſpirits, that it 
ſold in the London market as well as any 

wine ſhipped at Porto. My father grew 

alſo on his eſtate a conſiderable quantity of 
wheat and maize, which he diſpoſed of ad- 

vantageouſly at Liſbon, ſo that, on the 
whole, his eſtate brought him in between 
ſeven and eight thouſand crowns of rent, 

and I had great pleaſure in aſſiſting him in 

his farming; we had a neat carriage, in 
which my dear mother and ſiſter uſed to go 

to Viana to aſſiſt at all the great ſolemnities 

of the Church, ſuch as Chriſtmas, the Holy 

Week, Eaſter, and the Great Fair of our 
Lady of the Agony. There is a Convent of 
Capuchin Fryars upon the border of our 
eſtate, whereof our family is patron, my 
father had been always very liberal to theſe — _l 

Fryars, and one of them generally ſaid | 

Maſs to the family on Sundays and holidays 

I was ſat isfied with my ſituation, nor did I 

meet with many of my acquaintance at 
. 8 whoſe 
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whoſe future proſpects of felicity I had 
much reaſon to repine. 


* It happened that one morning very 
early, as I went with my father in our ſmall 
barge down the river, to go on board a veſ- 
{el we were then loading with grain for Liſ- 
bon, paſſing by the Caſtle of St. Jago, at 
the mouth of the harbour of Viana, we ſaw 
the Sallyport - gate of the Caſtile, which 
looks upon the water, open, and ſome men 
unloading goods from a boat, and carrying 
them into the Caſtle; this circumſtance 
ſtruck us both, as we knew that gate had 
been walled up with ſtone and lime for 
many years, and that it was ſo the very 
laſt time we paſſed by it, which was only 
a few days before; however, as it did not 
concern us, we proceeded on our own buſi- 
neſs. 


The next time the Superintendent Ge- 
neral of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms came on 
his circuit in our province, to make juridi- 
cal enquiry if any one had tranſgreſfed the 
laws and ordinances, by ſmuggling or 
dealing in contraband goods, my father 
was cited to. appear at Viana before him, 
and there, after ſwearing on the Holy E- 
vangeliſts to anſwer truly the queſtions 
which FRIES 1 put to him, he was inter- 


rogated, 
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rogated, whether on ſuch a morning he 
had ſeen the poſtern-gate of the Caſtle open, 
and a boat before it unloading goods ? to 

which, as bound in conſcience, he anſwer- 

ed in the affirmative; but, as he was not 

bound to ſecrecy, he went immediately to 
the Fort Major of the Caſtle, D. 
de C—ro, a Fidalgo, and an intimate friend 
of his own, and informed him of what had 
happened. The other embraced him hear- 
tily, as uſual, thanked him for his infor- 
mation, and ſaid the affair did not concern 
him in any ſhape, and that my father could 
do no other than depoſe the real truth of 
what he had ſeen. 


* In about two months after, we had 
accounts from Viana, that D. de 
C—ro had, by his Majeſiy's command, 
been broke and turned out of the Army 
with diſgrace, for the crime of ſmuggling 
contraband goods into the Caſtle, knowing 


them to be ſo, he being Fort Major of the 
ſame; and it was reported at Viana, that 


he had ſuffered chiefly in conſequence of 
my father's depoſitions againſt him. 


On this report, my father, who was 
then confined to his room with a ſore throat, 
ſent me to Viana to wait on and condole 
with him on his misfortune; and to aſſure 
S 2 him 
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him how much he was mortified thereat ; 
and to tell him, he hoped he would not in 
juſtice aſcribe any ſhare of it to him, as 
whatever concern he had in that unfortu- 
nate affair was exactly as he himſelf had 
reported to him at the time, and no more, 
D. then again aſſured me, he a- 
ſcribed no ſort of blame to my father, that 
it was a judgment of God upon himſelf for 
his fins, of which, he hoped, as a good 
Catholic, he ſhould make a proper uſe. In 
ſhort, he ſent me back to my father eaſy 
and ſatisfied. 


« Tt was on the 15th of the December 
following, (a day I ſhall never forget) a 
little before midnight, when all our family 
vere in bed, and moſt of us aſleep, that I 
thought I heard a ſort of unuſual buzzing 
noiſe without—l ran to the window, and 
found our houſe was beſet with a company 
of armed ſoldiers! I was juſt going to en- 
quire what was their buſineſs there, when 
I was prevented by a thundering noiſe at 
the great hall-door ! I called out to know 
what they wanted ? In anſwer, I was or- 
derd to open inſtantly, in the name of the 
King and the Holy Inquiſition (da Parte del 
Rey e do Santo Officio). 1 immediately obey- 
ed, knowing well there was no other. re- 

medy, 
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medy, and there walked in firſt a file of 
muſketeers, followed by Conſtantine Rode- 
rigues Calvo Mondragaõ, an old Commiſ- 
ſary of the Inquiſition, whom I had known 
before at Braga, with his Notary and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Alcaides ; he ſaid, he was come 
by order of the Holy Office of Coimbra, to 
carry my father priſoner thither, to anſwer 
to articles of accuſation they had received 
againſt him, and ordered him to make 
ready to go into a litter he had ready at 
the door to carry him off. There was no 
refiſting—my ſiſter fainted away among 
the ſoldiers and ſervants, who had by this 
time filled the apartment—my father claſp- 


ed my reſpectable mother in his arms, 


weeping over her for a conſiderable time, 
he then conjured her by the moſt precious 
body and blood of Chriſt, whom he adored 


in his moſt holy ſacrament of the altar, to 
be reſigned to the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence; and turning to me, lie ſaid theſe: 


words: * My deareſt George, for Heaven's 
ſake, take care of your mother and ſiſter, 
be a father and a huſband to them, in caſe 
you ſhould never ſee me more ; to you all 
three, and to you my faithful ſervants J 
give my blefling : it is, alas! all I now 
have to beſtow.” There 'was a univerſal 
howl of lamentation, the very ſoldiers were 
affected, 


— — — 


1 %/f᷑bðůh0h SEE THE, 


affected, all but the obdurate old Prieſt of 
a Commiſſary, well accuſtomed to ſuch 
ſcenes. I had my mother and ſiſter con- 
veyed to their apartments, and accompa- 
nied my father to the litter; but it was not 
till after ſome time he could reach it, for 
his ſervants now crowded about him, and 
were embracing his knees—one exclaim- 
ing, * ah! my good maſter, what have you 
done, to deſerve this treatment ? you, who 
were all goodneſs, all charity to the afflict- 
ed'—another, wringing his hands, called 
out, * ah ! what will become of me and my 
poor wiſe and children? I was born in his 
houſe, and never kneiv another maſter, oh ! 
dear maſter, whither are they carrying you?“ 


At laſt, my dear father was put into the 
litter, and I wanted to accompany him, 
but was rudely repulſed. The Commiſſary 
himſelf got into it, after putting diſgrace- ' 
ful irons on my father's legs, and ordered 
them: to ſet off. Moſt of the ſoldiers accom- 
panied him, and only a guard were poſt- 
ed at our houſe, which the Notary, who 
alſo remained, informed me was confiſcat- 
ed to the Holy Office, with all the lands, 
moveables and immoveables, and that he 
had orders to take an exact inventory of 
every thing, and notified to our family that 

we 
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we ſhould quit it and give it up to him, as 
the next day. 


« After I had in ſome degree recovered 
from the ſurprize and agitation, which ſuch 
a tragical and unforeſeen event had thrown 
me into, I talked with the Notary, and 
reaſoned with him ſo far, that he conſented 
to our remaining in the houſe till Chriſtmas. 


Alas! it was for that very occaſion 
every thing had been adjuſted for celebrat- 
ing my ſiſter's marriage with a worthy 
Gentleman of the town of Barcellos, at five 
leagues diſtance from where we hved. 
I immediately adviſed him of our mis- 
fortune, but he was not to be found ; he 
had left home with a purpoſe of viſiting 
ſome friends farther up the country, and 
inviting them to the celebration of his 
nuptials. As ſoon as he got my letter, he 
flew to me like lightning, and arrived juſt 
in time for his bride to know him ; the 
ſhock of my father's impriſonment had 
thrown her into a fever, which in the courfe 
of a week, aſcending gradually to her 
brain, took her off in a high ſtate of deli- 
rium, on the very day ſhe was to have been 
married, and the bridegroom attended his 
bride to her grave, inſtead of accompany- 
ing her to the altar. 
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« It may be imagined, that fortune 
would have now been tired of perſecuting 
us any farther; but every thing which had 
yet paſſed, was but a ſample of what I was 
afterwards doomed to experience. I went 
to the town of Viana to endeavour to find 
a little houſe or lodging, to which my dear 
mother might retire, and live upon the 


wreck of our fortune, which conſiſted only 


in the ſum of four hundred moidores, my 
father had fortunately put at intereſt, into 
the hands of the Engliſh merchant to whom 
he ſold his wine; but not a foul in Viana 
would ſo much as hire me a lodging, nor 
almoſt any of my acquaintance admit me 
within their houſes ; they were unanimous 
in conſidering us as abominable, as tainted 
and unclean, ſince the Holy Office had 
found it neceſſary to ſeize upon the perſon 
of my father, and to confiſcate his eſtate ; 
not one came even to comfort or condole 
with us, excepting that monſter of iniquity, 
D. de C—ro, who, as you will 
ſoon ſee, was the cauſe of all our misfor- 
tunes. He pretended to be extremely un- 
happy at our ſituation, and offered us his 
ſervices, but in a manner which prevented, 


>. our accepting of them. 


On the other hand, the worthy Eng- 


liſh merchant above-mentioned, no ſooner 


heard 
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heard of my father's being carried off pri- 
ſoner by the Officers of the Inquiſition, than 
hiring two excellent litters at Porto, he 
came himfelf with them to our houſe, 
where he found us in the midſt of our diſ- 


treſs, not knowing where to put our heads, 


and inhumanly refuſed a covering at Viana, 
where our perſons and characters were 10 
well known to all. What were we poflibly 


to expect any where elſe? Abandoned even 


by him who was to have been my brother- 
in-law, who left us as ſoon as he had per- 
formed the laſt funeral obſequies of his 
bride. This generous Engliſhman, though a 
ſtranger to our blood, was ſhocked at the 
difmal circumſtances of my ſiſter's death, 
which he knew nothing of till he reached our 
houſe, and ſeized with rage and indignati- 
on at the unchriſtian behaviour of the Com- 
miſſary, his Notary, and all our own rela- 
tions andacquaintance, he preſſed my mother 
and myſelf to get into the litters and imme- 


diately quit ſuch ſcenes of horror: He con- 


ducted us ſafe to his own houſe at Porto, 
where he entertained and ſupported my ve- 
nerable parent with every thing ſhe could 
with or want, to the laſt moment of her life. 


As for me, he immediately offered me 
any money I wanted to go to Court, to ſo- 
ä ; licit 


1 ‚»· nnn 


licit my father's enlargement, and to en- 
deavour to ſtate the cruelty and injuſtice of 
the proceedings againſt us. 


I accordingly came hither, and labour- 
ed a whole twelvemonth' to no ſort of pur- 
poſe; every body to whom I told my ſto- 
ry, pitied or ſeemed to pity me ſincerely, 
but no one was to be found hardy enough 
to undertake any thing againſt the Holy 
Office, or to penetrate into their fecrets. 
It was impoſſible for any one ſo much as 
to gueſs the cauſe of my father's misfor- 
tune; he, who was an old Chriſtian, a 


Knight of the Order of Chriſt, who had 


been ſo often choſen Proved6r of the Miſe- 
ricordia in Viana, and was in every reſpect 
as firm and undaunted a believer as ever 
enjoyed the protection of the holy Roman 
Catholic faith. 


“Finding therefore all my attempts and 
efforts were totally vain, and that I was 


expending my friend's money in Liſbon. 


without effecting any thing, I returned to 
Porto, and being overwhelmed with grati- 
tude to him for all his goodneſs, 1 found no 
other means of acknowledging my ſenſe of 
it than by making him a proffer of my ſer- 
vices to aſſiſt him in the way of his buſi- 
neſs, ' this however he would not accept 

without 


n 


8 ** 
__ 8 
„ CE 
_ > PLL * 3” 4. « \ 
4 — | tf 


g&* 
* 
Cy 1 
1 : 
FB 
= 
* * 
* 
* 
b = 
7 * 

1 3 
. 4 

*# 

_ 4 

4 4 
» by fo 
* W 
* % 

Ry 
* 
Cy 
\ 
f £&D 
* % 
” 
N 

1 

mw 

7 1 

5 1 : 
CT 

7 0 

Mie 3 4 

EEE. 

=. 3 

q * 

N 

S Ez . 
T4: 

", | q 
9] 0 
1 
„ . 

1 4 
d »h 4 
=== * F 

N ry F 

* 14. 

$f. 

„ 
4 El * 

%Y * : 

. © 

* 

| ad » 

* * 
A 
4 
= 
L 
PR 
- 
. 
; . 
N 
14 
4 

7 : 

4 * 

& \ 

x 

= = . 
"4 £ "2 

N , 

- 

1. 
r 

1 * 1 
2 9 . 

44 „ 
1 * 
40 
* ö 
* *. 

— E 

* 

. 

5 
bo —_— 
wo FN £ 

» * 


— 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 139 


without my mother's approbation, which 
ſhe readily granted, as ſoon as I propoſed 
the affair to her; and I was happy to find 
how well he was ſatisfied with my manner 
of executing his directions, in purchaſing the 
wines and dealing with the None of the 
country. 


4 Eight years had very nearly elapſed in 
this manner, when I one day received a let- 
ter from the eldeſt fon of D. S de 
C vo at Viana, informing me, that his fa- 
ther lay at the point.of death, and moſt ear- 
neſtly requeſted to ſee me before he expired. 
After communicating the contents of this 
letter to my friend, I ſet off and arrived 
there, when he had already received all the 
rites and ceremonies of the Church ; there 
Was an altar, dreſſed in the apartment 
where he lay, whereon to begin the Maſſes 
for his ſoul immediately on its tranſit, and 
the whole community of the Dominican 
Convent was in the room to aſſiſt him in 
his laſt moments, As ſoon as he ſaw me, 
he ſaid he could not die in peace, without 
unburthening his conſcience, according to 
the injunctions of his ghoſtly Confeſſor 
there preſent, and which he ſaid he would 
do before all theſe reverend Fathers: then 
ſtretching out his hand toward me, he ſaid, 
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* You remember the day when I was riding 
along the road which runs through your 
eſtate, and ſtopped at a croſs- road which 
comes into it, hard by a croſs fixed at the 
corner of one of your fields, where you and 
your father were then beating and killing 
a large ſerpent which had twiſted itſelf 
about the foot of the croſs?” I told him I 
remembered the circumſtance perfectly ; he 
then continued, it happened ſoon after, 
that your father made depoſitions againſt 
me before the Superintendent of the Pro- 
vince, by which I loſt my employment and 
rank in the Army ; I thought at that time, 
and almoſt even till this moment, that 1 
was juſtified in taking what ſatisfaction I 
could for ſuch unfriendly behaviour, and 
I accordingly ſuborned falſe witneſſes, who 
depoſed at the Inquiſitions of Evora, Liſ- 
bon and Coimbra, (of which laſt you know 
my brother is Preſident) that they had fre- 
quently ſeen your father make a practice 
of coming out early in the mornings, and 
beating that croſs with his cane, and of 
ſpitting upon it; and it was in conſequence 
of theſe depoſitions that he was taken up, 
though perfectly innocent of the crime laid 
to his charge; and it is of this that, with 
my dying breath, beg your pardon, I beg 

pardon 
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pardon of God, and of all the good Catho- 
lic Chriſtians here preſent.“ He had ſcarce 
uttered thefe words when he was taken with 


the agony, and in a few minutes breathed 
his laſt. 


* The whole people attending croſſed 
themſelves on hearing the avowal of ſuch 
a black piece of villainy! and I took care 
to have a certificate drawn up in due form, 
and ſigned by all who were preſent, at this 
laſt declaration of the defunct. My former 
friends, who now thought proper to take 
notice of me, adviſed me to ſend imme- 
diately authenticated copies of the decla- 


ration to the Inquiſitions of Evora, Liſbon 


and Coimbra, where my father had been 
falſely accuſed, aſſuring me it was now 
impoſſible but that he would be releaſed 
with honor, and his character and eſtate 
both reſtored to him. When I came to Porto 
with the news, my poor mother, who had 
been long in a weak declining condition, 
ſeemed to revive, ſhe poured forth her 
thanks to the Almighty, for having at length 
juſtified her huſband's reputation, and re- 
deemed it from ſo vile a calumny; my 
matchleſs friend the Engliſh merchant a- | 
gain adviſed me to come immediately hi- 
ther and recover my aged parent from ſuch 

| a tedious. 
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a tedious and dreadful confinement; I did 
ſo, but it was at the time of the late 
King's death, when all was confuſion, and 
the new Government was not yet ſettled— 
the forms of juſtice, and eſpecially of the 
Inquiſition, are ſlow ; every body however 
aſſured me, that my father would certain- 
ly come out with honor in the firſt Act of 
the Faith, (Auto da Fe) that ſhould be 
made; and in an audience I obtained of his 
Eminence the Cardinal Inquiſitor General, 
he told me the ſame. 


* I remained here encouraged by pro- 
miſes, hoping, ſoliciting, and daily ex- 
pecting the Bands to be publiſhed for the Act 
of Faith, which was not celebrated till laſt 
October, above a year and a half after the 
period I mentioned. 


“On the day of the celebration of the 
Act of Faith, I was among the firſt to place 
myſelf in the Great Hall of the Inquiſition : 
Several perſons in different dreſſes appear- 
ed, ſome of- them were military, and, I 
believe, Sir, of your Regiment, (looking at 
Priolet) and their different crimes and ſen- 
tences were read by the Secretary of the 
Tribunal; the Hall was prodigiouſly full, 
and I could not ſtir from my place, but I 
ſtrained my eyes to 3 if poſſible, my 

father's 
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father's face among the priſoners, which it 
was extremely difficult to do, on account 
of the horrible dreſſes they all appeared in, 
with their heads ſhaved, or their hair cut 
ſhort, and the abominable painted paper- 
caps on their heads. All the priſoners were 
hy their ſentences condemned to ſuffer one 


ſort of puniſhment or another, excepting 


only my father, whoſe name the Secretary 
pronounced at laſt, and mentioned the rea- 
ſons why he had been confined upon juri- 
dical, but falſe information, ordered his 
honor to be reintegrated and reſtored, and 
that he ſhould be again put in poſſeſſion of 
his eſtate, which the Holy Othce had only 
taken the adminiſtration of, till his charac- 
ter ſhould be cleared. 


* I inſtantly fell on my knees upon the 
very ſpot where I then was, and, with tears 
of joy, breathed out the ſincereſt vows of 
praiſe, of thanks and gratitude, to the All- 
wiſe and Almighty Ruler of Providence, 
for my father's deliverance. As ſoon as 


the priſoners were conducted out, and the 


Hall thinned of people, I went up to the 
Secretary, telling him I was the only ſon 
of the perſon laſt mentioned in the liſt of 
the Act of Faith, and begged to know if he 
was already out of confinement, and where 

I might 
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I might find him? The Secretary in return, 
delivered me, with the greateſt indifference, 
a paper which he deſired me to peruſe. 
Gracious God ! why did I ſurvive a mo- 
ment after that dreadful inſtant ? But I 
dropped upon the floor as ſoon as I had read 


it: this paper was a certificate ſigned by 


the Inquiſitor General himſelf, and counter- 
ſigned by the Secretary, teſtiſying that my 
aged, my innocent parent had. expired in 
the torments of a violent rheumatic fever 
in the priſons of the Inquiſition three years 
before, earneſtly praying God to forgive all 


his enemies. 


«© When I recovered my ſenſes, I found 
I was in a Lemonade-ſhop in the Great 
Square of the Roſcio, and I made ſhift to 
get back to my lodgings, where I remain- 
ed three entire days, without being able ei- 
ther to eat, drink or ſleep; at laſt, nature 
nearly worn out, called for refreſhment. In 
two days more I wrote my faithful, my 
generous Engliſh friend at Porto, an ac- 
count of my deplorable ſituation ; he, in the 
gentleſt manner poſſible, communicated its 
contents to my mother, who, as ſoon as ſhe 
perceived my father was no more, gave one 
loud ſhriek, and, after a few more ſtruggles, 
breathed her laſt. 
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* In fine, Gentlemen, here have I re- 
mained ever ſince, induced much more by 
the inſtances of my friend the Engliſh mer- 
chant, than by any deſire of my own, ſo- 
liciting the reſtitution of my family eſtate, 
in conſequence of the ſentence awarded by 
the Inquiſition : The memorials I preſent 
to the Inquiſitor General are by him re- 
ferred to the Secretary of State, and when 
I ſpeak with his Excellency here in audi- 
ence, he ſends me back to the Inquiſitor 
General, ſo that like a foot-ball I am kept 
up between the two, without any proſpect 
hitherto of ſeeing a period to my preten- 
ſions; and, to ſay the truth, I am mainly 
indifferent with regard to them: a ſolitary 
inſulated being, having loſt every relaticn 
I loved or valued on earth, my eſtate ruin- 
ed, by being ſo long in the hands of the 
Inquiſitors, my vines torn up or neglected, 
a noble foreſt of oaks cut down and ſold, 
my houſe crumbling down without any 
repairs for theſe ten years paſt; I could 
neither enjoy myſelf nor my lands in ſuch 
a ſituation, but ſhould be every moment 
tormented by the remembrance of better 
and more fortunate days. I have little 
comfort farther to expect in this world, 
than what I can gather in the company of 
Vol. II. U ſuch 
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ſuch friendly Gentlemen as are preſent, 
who are charitable enough to condole with 
me in my affliction, and, by ſharing it with - 
me, help to alleviate, in ſome degree, Its 
preflure. * 


Oh Charles, Horror! Horror! Horror! 
Had I but time to make my remarks; but 
it is impoſſible, this letter having already 
got to ſuch an extraordinary length. 


Adieu. Adieu. 
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LE 1 Tt EK AAXY. 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BROTRHTR, 


I AM quite aſhamed of the length of my 
laſt epiſtle, for which I have no excuſe to 
offer, but, that it was next to impoſſible 
to ſtop ſhort in the middle of ſuch an inte- 
reſting relation, nor do I believe you would 
have thanked me for doing ſo; but I ear- 


neſtly wiſh the Gentelman, under whoſe 


cover I remit you my letters, may not be 
offended at the ſize of ſome of them, and 
I am of opinion, you ought frankly to tell 
him the reaſon of it; I ſhall endeavour to 
be ſhorter in this, and abridge (as much as 
poſſible without laming it) the following 
tragical account of a family diſperſed and 
ruined, not by the Inquiſition, (which 
however iniquitous, is ſtill an eſtabliſhed 
Tribunal in too many countries) but mere- 
ly by the indolence and procraſtination of 
the Marquis of Pombal, who, whatever his 

U 2 flatterers 
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flatterers ſaid of him at the time, was very 
far from being that diligent laborious Mi- 
niſter they gave him out for; and he cer- 
tainly did mare harm by the effects of his 
ambition and jealouſy of any rival or com- 
petitor, and conſequently by ſuffering no 
ſort of buſineſs to be done but by himſelf, 
and then by neglecting and throwing aſide 
the greateſt part of the detail of it, than 
by every other cenſurable act of his admi- 
niſtration. The following relation is a gla- 
ring proof of it, and of the iniquitous diſ- 
poſition of his brother PI de C ho, the 
Prieſt, and Inquiſitor General for ſome years 
before his death, which was ſaid to have 
been precipitated by the late Queen's di- 
rections. 


Be that as it may, the laſt perſon now 
to ſpeak of our ſelect ſociety (excepting our- 
ſelves) began immediately after the Cava- 
lier had finiſhed his narrative, and addreſ- 
ſing himſelf more particularly to him, ſaid, 
„that however much the reſt of the com- 
pany condoled, as he doubted not, with 
him after having undergone ſuch a ſeries 
of misfortunes, yet he found in his ſituati- 
on ſomething which, in many points, ſo 
nearly reſembled his own, that he could 


not help taking a particular ſhare in his af- 


fliction, 
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fliction, and conſidering himſelf as more 


ſingularly intereſted in it. 


« ] was born (continued he) in the city 
of Angra, in the Iſland of Terceira, the 
principal of nine iflands of the ocean, 


which are known under that name: my caſe, 


Gentlemen, is a virgin caſe, ſuch a one as 
never happened in the world before, nor 
ever can again, till God is pleaſed to curſe 
this nation with ſuch another cruel oppreſ- 
five Miniſter, as the Marquis of Pombal has 
been to it. I bow with reſpe*t to all the 
deciſions of the Holy Inquiſition ; the inten- 
tions of the Members which compoſe that 
pious Tribunal are diſintereſted, pure and 
merciful, and if they are ſometimes im- 
poſed on, as happened in the caſe of the 
honourable Gentleman preſent, [here the 
other made him a low bow] it is becauſe 
they are men, and not infallible; but it is 
not till after they have taken every precau- 
tion, human prudence can ſuggeſt, to pre- 
vent all ſorts of fraud or unfair dealing, nor 
without following the rules and inſtitutes 
laid down to them by holy Popes and ge- 
neral Councils of the Church of God; but 
that any individual, under the rank of a 
crowned head, ſhould by miſtake, negli- 
gence or malice, preſume to ſport with the 

| lives 
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lives and fortunes of others, as good in e- 
very reſpect as himſelf, (which is exactly 
my ſituation) ſuch heavy misfortunes were 
only reſerved for our days, when the world 
ſhould be governed independent of religion, 
and only by motives of baſe avarice or 
ſordid ambition, or others even more diſ- 
graceful than theſe. 


„My father was maſter of a decent plan- 
tation in the ſuburbs of the city of Angra ; 
our family conſiſted of him, my mother, 
two ſons (of whom I am the eldeſt) and two 
daughters, with a ſufficient number of 
{laves for the cultivation of our land, and 
Providence ſeemed to ſecond our induſtri- 
ous endeavours; we lived with a fair cha- 
racter, happy and contented, paid our tithes 
to the Church and taxes to the King, be- 
fides very conſiderable donations my mo- 
ther was remarkable for making to the Con- 
vents and the poor, when in the year 1770 


a King's frigate from Liſbon entered our 
harbour. 


* About a week after, my father re- 
ceived a very polite note from the Governor 
General of the Iſlands, defiring he would 
be ſo obliging as to come and ſpeak with 
him; my father accordingly attended, and 
his Excellency began by paying him many 

| compli- 
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compliments upon his talents and abilities, 
adding, that they were not unknown to his 
couſin the Prime Miniſter of Portugal, who 
had charged him to make him an advanta- 
geous offer of an employment in the direc- 
tion of a new manufactory the King wiſhed 
to eſtabliſh in Liſbon, and knowing there 
was no man fo proper to be charged with 
it, he had it in command to make him a 
proffer of it. 


Nothing could be more prepoſterous 
than an offer of this kind to a man like my 
father, already advanced in years, heavy 
and unweildy, with his family entirely de- 
pendent on himſelf, fixed and eſtabliſhed 
with all his connexions about him, and li- 
mited to the iſland in which he was born, 
at ſuch a diſtance from the kingdom of 
Portugal, where he had never ſet his foot, 
and where he was unknown: He therefore 
propounded all theſe reaſons to the Gover- 
nor in excuſe for his not accepting of the fa- 
vor, with which his Majeſty intended to 
honor him; that in his younger days indeed, 
he had ſome knowledge of the manufactory 
in queſtion, but that he had long ago drop- 
ped all notion of proſecuting it; that there 
were certainly numbers of perſons to be 
found fitter than himſelf for the under- 

taking, 
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taking, and he therefore hoped his Excel- 
lency would approve of theſe reaſons for 
his declining ſuch an employment. 


* The Governor ſaid, it was with regret 
he ſaw ſo much reaſon for what he al- 
ledged ; that every man certainly knew 
his own ſituation beſt, and that, as for him- 
ſelf, he had done only his duty, in exe- 
cuting the orders he received on the ſub- 
ject. 


* In about ten days more, when the ſhip 
was juſt ready to fail for Liſbon, my fa- 
ther going out in the morning to look after 
his ordinary buſineſs, was met by a ſerjeant 
with twelve ſoldiers in the ſtreet, who, 
coming up to him, told him he was their 
priſoner in the King's name, ſet him in the 
middle of them, and marching him to the 
waterſide, put him into a barge there in 
waiting, and carried him on board the fri- 
gate, already under way, and which they 
with difficulty reached. 


ln that country we always dine at 
mid-day. We expected my father, and 
he did not appear; we waited, ſent into 
the fields, and to all the neighbouring 
houſes he uſed to frequent, but no account 


could be obtained of him: we were all now 
ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly alarmed, and my mother was ter- 
rified and ſeized with a fit of trembling, 
which made us fear for her life—at laſt, 
recollecting he had been ſent for by the 
Governor, it ſtruck me I might hear ſome- 
thing of him at the palace; I accordingly 
repaired thither, and got ſpeech of an Un- 


der- Secretary, with whom I had before 


a ſlight acquaintance. I eagerly enquired 
after my father? He told me, ſmiling, 
he could ſatisfy me, deſired me to be per- 
fectly eaſy, ſaid, that he ought even to wiſh 
me joy, that my father's character and good 
qualities were well known at the Court of 
Liſbon, and had procured him a creditable 
employment there at the head of a new ma- 
nufactory, and that by his Excellency the 
Governor General's direction, he had em- 
barked that morning on board a frigate 


which had failed for Liſbon ; that we might 


be aſſured of hearing from him in the ordi- 
nary courſe of time, and of being informed 
he was perfectly well and happy. 


** I remained thunderſtruck ! I went and 
communicated the news to my uncle the 
Father Guardian of the Convent of St. An- 
thony, and ſent him to inform my mother 
and family, which he did with great pru- 
| dence; they were reſigned, and in hopes of 
Vol. II. v ſoon 
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ſoon hearing from my father, for there 
could have been no uſe in making any 
noife, nay, circumſtanced as we were, it 
would have been even dangerous; I there- 
fore had no other choice but to compoſe 


myſelf, and take the beſt care poffible of 
our family concerns. 


* We waited with impatience for ac- 
counts of the arrival of the frigate at Liſ- 
bon, and theſe accounts came, Ka none of 
my father nor any letters from him ; we 
got many other perſons to write to their 
correſpondents in Liſbon, to make exact en- 
quiry by every poſſible means; the an- 
{wers. to all theſe letters returned regu- 
larly, ſaying, that he certainly arrived in 
the frigate as mentioned, and that he had 
been brought on ſhore as a priſoner, but, 
that it had been impoſſible to diſcover 
where he was confined ; that his perſon was 
certainly not in any of the public priſons, 
to which acceſs could be had, and which 
had been all diligently viſited, and that he 
muſt have been carried to. one of the many 
State priſons in or about the city, which 
were inacceſhble without an order from the 
Miniſter of State. 


After waiting thus near eighteen 
| months upon the rack, what could an un- 


happy 
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happy family do, with its head and chief 
ſupport cruelly torn from it? I at laſt took 
my reſolution: I put my brother as a No- 
vice into the Convent of which my uncle was 
Guardian, I ſold our plantation and flaves, 
at a great diſcount to a neighbour, who 
had his lands contiguous to it, and who had 
returned with a handſome wife from Liſbon 
about fourteen months before; I put my 
mother and ſiſters as penſioners into a reli- 
gious houſe in the city, and appropriated a 
certain fund for their maintenance; I took 
bills for the remainder of our money, and 
embarked for this place, to look after my 
father. 


* I had been arrived but a few days 
here, when I learned, that the ſame frigate 
which had brought my father to the king- 
dom, failed about a month before upon a 
three years ſtation on the coaſts of the 
Brazil. After making ſome acquaintance, 
and conſulting with Lawyers, I had my 
caſe drawn up, and preſented in a memo- © 
rial to the Prime Miniſter, who ordered in 
his deſpatch on my memorial, that the 
Captain of the ſhip which brought my fa- 
ther over, ſhould inform him with regard 
to the truth of what I alledged. This was 
what I feared, the Captain was gone, and 
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could not inform. I gave in many ſubſe. 
quent memorials, but no ſort of anſwer or 
deſpatch appeared on any of them. 


** At the end of two years, I fortunately 
married the daughter of one of the Clerks 
of the War Office, and my father-in-law 
exerted himſelf to aſſiſt me, but in vain. 


Soon after this I received accounts from 


the Terceira, that my poor mother had 
died of grief, and that my ſiſters were in- 
conſolable. I returned thither, and as my 
brother had profeſſed in the religion at the 
end of his Noviciate, I brought my two 
ſiſters with me hither, taking a laſt farewell 
of our native iſland. At laſt the frigate 
returned from the Brazil, after near four 
years abſence. I haſtened on board, and 
found the Captain had died abroad, but 
the Firſt Lieutenant remembered perfectly 
well the circumſtances of my father's im- 
priſonment, and produced the receipt the 
Captain had taken for his perſon, when, by 
order of the Marquis of Pombal, he deli- 
vered him over to one of the Officers be- 
longing to the Secretary of State's office, 
Luiz Carrilho de St. Payo. But. he was 
not to be found, to give an account of 
where he had diſpoſed of him: he had been 
ſent abroad the preceding year, as one of 

the 
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the Under-Secretaries to the Viceroy of 
Angola, in Africa. New petitions were 
preſented to the Miniſter, without any deſ- 
patch, and which moſt probably he never 
ſaw. The attention of every body was 
taken up at this time in the ſhow of e- 
recting the King's Statue in the Great 


Square, and ſhortly after, in the quartering 


and burning the poor Italian John Baptiſta 
Pelle, for the ſuppoſed crime of conſpiring 
againſt the Miniſter's life. 


* The King began now to be dange- 
rouſly indiſpoſed, and the Miniſter ſeeing 
the end of his power drawing near, em- 
ployed a truſty man, with four Clerks as 
aſſiſtants, to open and examine all the un- 
opened letters which he had never found 
time to peruſe, with directions afterwards 
to burn them. I have been aſſured, there 
where above ten thouſand of them thrown 
in heaps upon the floor of his Library 
and of two adjoining apartments, on all 
manner of ſubjects ; ſome, of the great- 
eſt conſequence, many trifling, and many 
anonymous, ſeveral incendiary, and vaſt 
numbers from buſy-bodies, ſpies, inform- 


ers and delators, he had employed every 


where, who alledged, that all they did was 
from pure zeal for the King's ſervice, and 
| f perſonal 
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perſonal attachment to his Excellency. My 
father-in-law, being alſo employed in o- 
pening the letters, fortunately met with that 
which the Governor of our Iflands had writ- 
ten him, when he ſent my father home 
priſoner, and as it had never been opened, 
was a proof the Marquis had no knowledge 
of my father's having been ever ſent. It 
was 1n theſe words : 


* Moſt illuſtrious and excellent Sir, 


* IN obedience to your Excellency's 
commands, 1 ſent for John Simoens da 
* Sylva Delgado, and made him the prof- 
fer of the care of the manufactory your 
* Excellency mentions ; but, as he ex- 
* cuſed himſelf, I, in conſequence of your 
© farther inſtructions, had him ſeized and 


put on boardthe frigate commanded by 
the bearer of this, who has charged 


* himſelf with the delivery of the priſoner 
to your Excellency's order. &c. &c.' 


On the 23d of February 177), the King 
died; and, as we all had expected that e- 
vent, I had a new and full memorial of 
my caſe drawn up, and ready to preſent to 
the new Queen, and the very day - after I 
preſented it, I was told by his Excellency 
here, that her Majeſty had already given 
orders for all ſtate priſoners, or ſuch as 

were 
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were confined in private prifons, to be ſet 
at liberty, and as thoſe priſons were now 
all open, I ought to enquire among them 
till I found my father. I did fo inftantly— 
I flew to the Junqueira, to Pedrougos, to 
St. Julian's, to Caſcaes, and ſearched in the 
ſtate priſons of all thoſe places; no news 


. of my father; but oh! it would have burſt 


a heart of ſteel, to ſee the wretched figures 
I beheld coming out of thoſe ſubterranean 
and infernal dungeons, and their miſery 
could only be equalled by their numbers, 
and the dreadful accounts they gave of 
their ſufferings. But I was miſerable till I 
found my father; I croſſed the river to the 
Caſtle of St. Lawrence, and went through 
the forts on the oppoſite ſide of the Tagus 
as far as Azeitam, with the ſame ſucceſs. 
J recollected I had not yet been at the 
Limoeyro, and I got there exactly as they 
were in the act of taking my poor father 
out of one of the Segredos ®,—alive, it is 
true but, gracious Heaven! what a change 
was wrought upon him ? Gentlemen, it 
was with the utmoſt difficulty I knew my 
father again ; from a. full corpulent man, 
he was now ſhrunk up to leſs than half his 


A very narrow confined cell, and perfectly dark, 
in which ftate priſoners are often lodged, and all acceſs 
to any perſon from abroad ſtrictly prohibited. 
former 
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former ſize; his legs were drawn up and 
contracted, from the length and nature of 
his ſeven years confinement, ſo that he 
could neither ſtretch them out nor walk, 
and he had almoſt loſt his ſight ; nay, three 
days after, he loſt it try, In this pi- 
teous condition 1 had him carried home to 
my little habitation, where he now re- 
mains. 


© That monſter P—l de Cho, bro- 
ther to the Marquis of Pombal, (for it was 
not till after the change of the Adminiſtra- 
tion that I diſcovered the myſtery of my 
father's impriſonment) was the cauſe of our 
misfortune; as he was well known during 
his life to be a compound of lewdneſs, ha- 
tred, anger and revenge. This wicked 
Prieſt had, it ſeems, a natural daughter, 
when he was yet young, and whom he 
was exceedingly fond of, nay, ſo much 
ſo, that ſhe became his miſtreſs, as ſoon as 
ſhe was fit to be ſo, till he got her married 
off his hands. My father, ſeveral years 
before his confinement, had gained a law- 
ſuit he had about the diviſion of ſome part 
of his lands, which joined to thoſe of that 
very perſon to whom I afterwards ſold all 
our eſtate, on my coming hither the firſt 
time to enquire about my father; and, 
though 


w 
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though that perſon to all appearance was 
perfectly reconciled to us, and ſeemed to be 
even exceedingly touched with our misfor- 
tunes, yet, ſtill preſerving rancour in his 
heart, he had vowed revenge ; and he had 
come hither, as I already mentioned, ſome 
months before my father's being carried 
off, and contrived to marry this daughter 
of PI de C ho, Knowing alſo that the 
ſerved her father as a miſtreſs, but with the 
expreſs condition, that her father was to 
have mine with his family removed entire- 
ly out of our iſland, and give his ſon-in- 
law an opportuniy of purchaſing all our 
eſtate, for which he was alſo to furniſh the 
money: So that this infamous Prieſt, who 
was naturally a black-hearted fellow, and 
would ſtick at no wickedneſs to ſerve his 


own private ends, had maliciouſly pointed 


out my father as a proper perſon to direct 
the new manuſactory his brother wanted at 
that time to eſtabliſh. I will here do the 
Miniſter the juſtice to believe, he knew no- 
thing of his reverend brother's abominable 
ſcheme—while, on the other hand, nothing 
on earth can excuſe or palliate his cruelty, 
his inſolence and indolence, in paying no 
manner of attention to my ſo repeated ap- 
plications concerning my father's unjuſt de- 
tention in priſon, in not having the num- 
Ver. II. Y berleſs 
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berleſs dungeons, in which he buried ſo 
many people alive, ſtrictly ſearched, in or- 
der to deliver my innocent father, who had 
never given the ſmalleſt cauſe of offence, 


and to whom the Miniſter himſelf never 
meant any harm. 


All theſe circumſtances of the inceſ- 
tuous life of P- de C-——ho, of the mar- 
riage of his daughter, together with many 
others much more horrible to relate, I had 
but very lately from his chief confident, 
who, for his own ſake, would never give an 


item of them, till he ſaw an end of the late 
Adminiſtration. 


The unexampled cruelty of my fa- 
ther's treatment is admitted and fully ac- 
knowledged by the preſent Miniſtry, and 
repeated promiſes of indemnification made 
me; but, notwithſtanding all my folicita- 
tions, -I apprehend I am ſtill at a great diſ- 
tance- from ſeeing theſe promiſes realized. 
In the mean time, I enjoy the painful ſatis- 
faction of comforting my blind and aged 
parent, of {ſmoothing his deſcent to the 
grave, towards which he ſeems now to be 
haſtening apace, and of ſupporting my ſiſ- 
ters decently upon the limited remains of 
our common fortune.” 


I am 
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I am again prevented by the length of 
this epiſtle from making any obſervations 
on it, and ſhall only remark, from every 
thing I hear, that this is but one inſtance 
out of hundreds, of people who have ſuf- 
fered cruelly, owing entirely to the jea- 
louſy and indolence of the late Miniſter of 
this country. 


Adieu. 


12 LEY 
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LETTER XXXVI 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BroTHER, 


] nave ſtrange news to tell you, con- 
cerning our preſent ſituation—ſome unex- 
pected changes have taken place ſince my 
laſt account of Lord Freeman's pretenſions 
to D. Lucretia, whch promiſe fairer for the 
completion of his wiſhes, though I ſtill fore- 
ſee conſiderable difficulties in his way ; but 
. theſe may alſo be got over, for what I have 
already ſeen is, in my opinion, a ſpeaking 
and additional proof of what I have long 
believed, namely, that there is a particular 
and over-ruling Providence, which regu- 
lates and directs the actions of men; and 
that at leaſt, ſome of the worthleſs, the 
wicked and unprincipled, whatever their 
fate may be in another world, are not even, 
permitted always to proſper in this. 


We were all greatly ſurprized yeſterday 


morning with the news, that the two Counts 
le de 


- a ; 
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de Pedralva and Baldiorra, with another 
young Fidalgo, whoſe name I did not learn, 
had been taken up the evening before by 
the Corregidòr of Belem, and carried pri- 
ſoners, by the Queen's command to the 
Caſtle of St. Julian, where it is reſolved 
they ſhall expiate by confinement, the ex- 
ceſſes and irregularities they have been 
guilty of. 


Count Baldiorra, as I hinted before, is a 
thorough profligate, and, with his two 
companions at the head of a gang of ruf- 
fians, they generally keep about them, had, 
about fix months ago, ſet fire to a Convent 
of reſpectable Nuns in the city, only be- 
cauſe the Lady Abbeſs had refuſed them 
admiſſion at improper hours, to three of 
her Nuns to whom they were paying aſſi- 
duous court: Complaints of ſo groſs an in- 
ſult had been immediately preſented to her 
Majeſty; but from the reſpect due to the 
families of theſe young Noblemen, and the 
ſtrong empenhos employed by their relations 
to protect them, no public notice had hi- 
therto been taken of it, and they aſſured 
themſelves it was now fallen into oblivion. 
But the Nuns, on the other hand, whoſe 
reputation had been ſenſibly affected by 
ſuch a flagrant piece of behaviour towards 

them, 
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them, not having been publicly animad- 
verted on by the Queen, who was Patroneſs 
of their Convent, had ſtill continued at 
work to muſter up counter-empenhos, ſo as 
to bring the ſcale of juſtice in their favor, 
and this being now at laſt effected, nothing 
more was wanting to obtain the decree for 
the young Gentlemens' impriſonment. 


But the confinement of ſuch a worthleſs 
ſubject as young Baldiorra, would have 


been of little conſequence to us, had we not 


diſcovered immediately after, that it has 
prevented the execution of the moſt abomi- 
nable ſcheme that was perhaps ever con- 
ceived by the vileſt of mankind, the plan of 
which was laid out by Father Dominick, 
for, however ready theſe young Fidalgos 
were to carry it into execution, they had 
not brains enough to contrive it. 


It ſeems Count Baldiorra was poſſeſſed 
with the moſt violent paſſion for his own 
couſin Miſs Welding, and wherever he met 
her was continually teaſing her with ful- 
ſome compliments, and expreſſions of ſer- 
vice and attachment. She, on the contrary, 
deteſted him for every reaſon, and always 


looked grave, when he happened to be in 


the company where ſhe was; which the 
Count being ſenſible of, and conſidering 
moreover, 
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moreover, that being himſelf a married 
man, it was impoſſible for him to make 
honourable pretenſions to her, he was re- 
ſolved to gratify his paſſion by force. 


For this purpoſe he had agreed with the 
Conde de Pedralva, and came under parti- 
cular engagements to him, to exert himſelf 
and do every thing in his power, to bring 
about his marriage with his ſiſter, and to 


prevent and traverſe the pretenſions of e- 


very one elſe, provided the ſame Count 
Pedral va ſhould immediately aſſiſt him in 
perſon, and with his attendants, to break 
into the houſe of Sir Philip Welding, and to 
ſeize his daughter and put her into a cloſe 
chaiſe he had provided, with the neceſſary 
relays upon the road, to conduct her to his 
father's country-houſe in the province of the 
Traz-os-Montes, where he was to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of her. Father Dominick had ar- 
ranged the manner of executing this buſi- 
neſs, and had engaged two Portugueſe ſer- 


vants of Sir Philip's family, by bribes to 


aſſiſt them, and it was one of theſe, a black 
lacquey, who turned approver, and inform- 
ed Colonel Priolet of all theſe circumſtances, 
as ſoon as he heard the two Counts had 
been carried to priſon. 


Priolet 
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Priolet remained in aſtoniſhment ! but 
told the Black he could not believe him, till 
he ſaw the carriage, and was certain the 
relays had been provided; he accordingly 
took the Black with him, and they went 
yeſterday as far as Santarem, from whence 
they returned but a little ago, when Priolet 
informed Sir Philip's family of the whole 


plot and terrified them all: The old Knight 


ſwears he will not remain a week longer in 
ſuch a villainous country, and has begged 
Mr. Pnolet to ſleep in his houſe, and that 
ſome truſty ſoldiers with arms may ſleep 
below ſtairs, to prevent whatever may ſtill 
happen, for the bufineſs was to have been 
done on the night of the very evening the 
young Gentlemen were taken up, and 
Priolet himſelf ſaw the cloſe chaiſe and the 
relays of mules, at different diſtances, ready 


upon the road. 


The contriver of this plot, to prevent any 


appearance of ſuſpicion falling on himſelf, 


took care that evening to be far enough out 
of the way, at the time the blow was to be 
ſtruck, and was even prevented returning 
to his penitent the Marquis's houſe at all, 
by an ugly accident which befel him, and 
to relate which, it becomes neceſſary to 
trace things a little farther back. 


You 
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You muſt know, that the ſame day Lord 
Freeman left Gibraltar, a Captain tt, 
of one of the Regiments in Garriſon, ſet out 
alſo on an excurſion into Spain, on his way 
to England, without any knowledge of each 
other's intentions; on the contrary, Cap- 
tain t, for more than one reaſon, 
wiſhed his departure might be a profound 
ſecret to every one. A 


Love, almighty Love, that univerſal ac- 
tive principle, which is ever employed in 
preſerving and beautifying the whole maſs 
of animated nature, in defiance of the 
numberleſs dilapidations of Time, Death, 
War, Famine and all other accidents, was 
the immediate cauſe of the journey of both 
theſe Gentlemen: Lord Freeman in hopes 
of finding his dearer half in Liſbon before 
him, and Captain t, prompted by the 
molt irreſiſtible deſire of enjoying without 
interruption, the company of the peerleſs 
object (for the preſent moment) of his af- 
fections, the beautiful Donna Jacoba de 
Guevara y Ciſneros, whom, at her own in- 
ſtigation and requeſt, he carried along with 
him, from the arms of a huſband who 
adored her, and who was a Spaniſh Gentle- 
man of ſome note, ſettled in the Garriſon 
of Gibraltar. 
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Their arrival at the ſame miſerable Pyſa- 
da, on the evening of their firſt day's jour- 
ney, produced thoſe diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances, which happen almoſt always at a 
Spaniſh Inn, when more than one ſet of 
company meet in it: Captain S——t, who 

d been early on the road, got firſt alſo 
with his Dulcinea to the Inn and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the only place in it, which looked 
like a ſeparate apartment, ſo that when 
Lord Freeman arrived, and his ſervants 
were diſpoſed to be troubleſome to the land- 
lady and Captain t, his Lordſhip pru- 
dently reſtrained them, ſupped very con- 
tentedly on a couple of hard boiled eggs, 
and a draught of wine, and ſlept in his 
cloak between two ſervants, in the ſame 
ſtable where his cattle were foddered. 


The next morning, Captain St, who 
had a great deal of the romantic in his com- 
poſition, learning from Lord Freeman's 
' ſervants, their maſter was going to Cadiz, 
whither S——t alſo intended going, ſud- 


denly ſtruck off to the right, directing his 


courſe to the Sierra Morena, the ſcene of 
Don Quixote's meditations on his miſtreſs, 


and from thence to Madrid and Liſbon, 


and by the time they arrived here, fatiety 
having bred diſguſt, S. t and his miſtreſs 
| were 


* 
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were reciprocally tired of each other ; how- 
ever, he took a genteel lodging for her in 
a retired quarter, where he uſually {lept, 
but ſpent his time abroad in diffipation 
and a variety of heterogeneous company to 
be met with in this city. 


On her part, Donna Jacoba de Guevara, 
whoſe natural diſpoſition for gallantry was 
encreaſed by the circumſtances of her pre- 
ſent ſituation, ſoon found paramours in a- 
bundance, among whom ſhe had the ad- 


vantage of counting the reverend Father 


Dominick, who never milled a Lady of that 
character on her fixſt appearance: this 
abominable Fryar, therefore, who had pro- 
jected the whole ſcheme of the rape on Miſs 
Welding, and diſpoſed every thing in ſuch 
a manner as he was aſſured could not miſ- 
carry, reſolved at any rate to be at a diſ- 
tance, when it was to be executed, and was 
gone upon a plece of gallantry that ſame 
evening by appointment with Captain 
S——t's miſtreſs ; every thing , concurred 
to perſuade the lovers they would enjoy the 


_ utmoſt ſecurity that evening, as they had 


ſo often done before : the Captain had 


dreſſed late, and was gone to a Ball at the 


public Aſſembly- room, from which he ne- 
ver returned before four in the morning, 
Z 2 = nor 
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nor did they apprehend he already ſuſpect- 
ed Father Dominick's viſits to his miſtreſs 
were not ſo much in the penitential way as 
they both pretended, much leſs did they 
know the Captain was to fail for England 
at midnight, when the tide ſerved, and 
that he would on that account return to his 
lodgings ſooner than uſual, to prepare his 
little affairs for his departure: add to this, 
that S——t was particularly deſirous of 
catching ſome body with his miſtreſs that 
night, inaſmuch as it would not only afford 
him a more plauſible pretext for abandon- 
ing her, as he had reſolved to do, but 
alſo, as he declared in his letter to Priolet, 
becauſe his fingers itched to flog a Portu- 
gueſe, eſpecially if he was a Prieſt. How 
much more then was he indulged in his hu- 
mour, when on coming home and bolting 
into the room, he found, not a Prieſt in- 
deed, but two Fryars, of whom Father 
Dominick was one, and in a ſituation with 
his miſtreſs, which had not in it the leaſt 
appearance of penitence on her part, or of 
almoſt common decency on his? 


SS —t inſtantly flew to his piſtols, and 
ſwore the firſt perſon who ſhould ſpeak or 
move was a dead man: he then called up 
his ſervant and a ſailor he had brought 3 

Im, 
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him, and ordered them to kick the Fryar, 
whom he did not know, into the ſtreet, 
after which, they took Father Dominick, 
and tying him faſt to one of the bedpoſts, 
they began by giving him a dozen, in 
the ſame manner the ſailors are flogged 
at the gangway ; S——t then ordered 
his portmanteaus to be packed up, which 
done, he reproached his miſtreſs ſeverely 
with her ingratitude and infidelity, and 
threw her a purſe; after this they returned 
to Father Dominick, and ſtripping him 
naked to the waiſt, gave him a ſevere and 
hearty whipping, inſomuch that his back 
was like a fountain of blood, which run 
down to his heels: this being performed, 
they, with the greateſt deliberation, took 
up the portmanteaus, and went to embark 
on board the Falmouth packet, then un- 
mooring and getting under way. 


However, this intrigue and diſaſter of 
Fryar Dominick will be huſhed up immedi- 
ately, as 1s ever the caſe here, when any 
ſimilar accident happens to Churchmen of 
every denomination, who are all zealouſly 
unanimous in this particular, in order to 
keep up the credit and reipe2t due to them 
from the Laity, and, we ſhould certainly 
never have known a word of it, had not 
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St, as ſoon as he got on board the pac- 
ket, written Priolet an account of it, which 
he ſent him by the pilot who carried her 
Over the Bar. 


This was intended to have gone by the 
laſt packet, but I delayed it in expectation 
of an event which has happened ſince I 
wrote you the above, which is no leſs than 
the death of Sir Philip Welding. 


The Knight was certainly exceeding 
weakly and reduced, having ever ſince 
he has been here ſubſiſted chiefly upon 
oranges, and having no apetite for almoſt 
any thing elſe, ſo that it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe he was drawing near his end; but 
I believe it has been haſtened by the ac- 
count Priolet gave him of the intended at- 
tack upon his family, which they all .ob- 
. ſerved at the time made a wonderful im- 
prefiion on him. In any event, while the 
family was at breakfaſt next morning, he 
was taken with a fainting fit, which re- 
turned to him repeatedly during five days, 
at the end of which, notwithſtanding every 
aſſiſtance, and all the cordials they gave 
him, he expired almoſt without a ſtruggle 
or a groan. 
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This again will make an alteration in 
Priolet's ſituation ; and now, neither he nor 
Miſs Welding make any ſcruple of avowing 
their regard and attachment to each other; 
they are indeed a charming couple, and 
every body here, who knows them, loves 
them, and ſeems to intereſt themſelves in 
their happineſs, ſaying they were certainly 
made for each other. Miſs Welding prefles 
Priolet to quit this ſervice directly, and go 
to England; but he declares he will not 
leave this, without carrying his friend Lord 
Freeman and his bride along with him, ſo 
great 1s his friendſhip for him. Priolet gets 
poſſeſſion of a pretty neat houſe and eſtate 
near London, though, by the Knight's 
will, there is 4ool. yearly goes for Lady 
Welding's jointure, which is more than ſhe 
deſerves, for ſhe not only preſſes Priolet 
and Miſs Welding to marry here immedi- 
ately, and which they certainly will not do 
till a reaſonable time after the old Knight's 
death ; but ſhe gives proof poſitive, that ſhe 
is ſerious in the advice ſhe gives, for ſhe 


takes it herſelf, and is to be married in 


three days hence, to a dapper little Engliſh- 
man, who appeared here in the character 


of a traveller, ſoon after the Knight's arri- 


val, and who followed her hither from 
Leghorn, as it now appears, to wait the 
event 
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event of the Knight's death. This ſpark, 
who it is evident had adjuſted matters with 

the Lady long ago, is quite a Dilettante, 
and a delicate muſical man, and charms 
the Lady ſo with his fine voice and his 
playing on the Violin and the Piano-forte, 
that he has made an eaſy conqueſt of her, 
and the woman ſeems already to be per- 
fectly in raptures with him; and, on his 
part, he has ſecured for himſelf an income 
of 40ol. a year, more than I believe he had 
before, which was nothing, for I under- 
ſtand he 1s an Adventurer. 


The young ſtudent John Carlos from 
Porto is Juſt arrived, and Priolet has made 
him take up lodgings with him, though, 
as he at preſent has his hands full, he will 
not have much ſpare time to beſtow on his 
converſion. Adieu. 
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ſimplicity and chaſteneſs of taſte. 


to our expectation : 


than here. 


Ver. II. Aa 


. ne 


Liſbon, 1779. 


W: have now viſited almoſt every thing 
worth ſeeing in the environs of this city: 
Many ſituations we found delightful by Na- 
ture, and which only wanted ſome afſiiſt- 
ance from Art to improve them, and even 
that I would have in imitation of beautiful 
Dame Nature, who delights in propriety, | 


We had heard ſo much of the Aqueduct 
before we ſaw it, that it did not come up 
it is, however, a noble 
work, and above all things valuable for its 
utility, bringing a ſtream of fine water to 
the city, which before was periſhing for 
the want of it; for, though that element is 
every where indiſpenſible for the uſe of 
mankind, yet I believe the ſcarcity or want 
of lit would be no where more ſeverely felt 
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The outlets of the city are diſagreeable, 
becauſe you are every where between two 
high ſtone walls, with which the orchards 
and vineyards are furrounded, and which 
cut off almoſt every proſpect, moreover, 
you are fcorched with the Sun's rays be- 
tween them, and blinded by the duſt, which 
is almoſt conſtantly agitated by a fine Nor- 
thern breeze, otherwiſe very acceptable. 


From this to Cintra are five leagues over 
a bad rough pavement, but when you get 


there your labour and fatigue are richly re- 
paid by the coolneſs of the air, and a view 


of the fine rural retreats ſcattered along the 
North ſide of the mountain, which we vi- 
fited ſome days ago: Here Nature, undiſ- 
guiſed by the pitiful efforts of Art, exhibits 
her fantaſtic and enchanting beauties upon 
a very extenſive ſcale, and I was delight- 
ed with traverſing the ſtupendous rocks, 


. wildly interſperſed with wood and water: 


well might the Antients call it the Promon- 
torium Lune, the Promontory of the Moon, 
for I imagined we had a nearer and more 
diſtinſt view of that beautiful luminary, 
from the higheſt pinnacle of the mountain, 


on which the Antients had built a Temple 
dedicated to her, under the Invocation of 


Cynthia, from whence comes the modern 
a 2 
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appellation of Cintra, and there 1s not cer- 
tainly a ſpot on the Globe, where aſtrono- 
mical obſervations might be made with 
> more advantage, whether we conſider the 
great height, the ſerenity of the atmoſphere, 
or the extenſive horizon, joined to the 
moſt commanding and unbounded proſpect 
of the great Atlantic Ocean immediately 
under it on the Weſt. Accordingly, on this 
very ſpot, * we found a Convent of ſtupid, 
dull, ignorant Monks, who are ſo far from 
looking upwards, that they are bound by 
a vow of profeſſional humility and obedi- 
ence, never to lift their eyes from the 
earth—Such is the progreſs of ſcience and 
uſeful literature in this flouriſhing country. 


From Cintra we croſſed the country, and 
came to a town called Oeyras, where ſtands 
the country palace of the late Miniſter, 
within a mile of the Caſtle of St. Julian, 
which we alſo viſited, and returning from 
thence, we went through the houſe and gar- 
dens of the Marquis, Colonel Priolet having 
a number of acquaintance there. The houſe 
is a very large extenſive and irregular 
building, with many fine apartments in it, 
and ſome well executed family pictures ; 
among others, we ſaw the portrait of that 
P—] de C——ho I mentioned to you in a 

; Aa 2 former 
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former letter, and not in the moſt credita- 
ble manner ; he was drawn in his Cardinal's 
dreſs, though he never lived to receive the 
ſacred Cawl, which Ganganelli ſent him, I 
will venture to ſay much more out of reſ- 
pect to his brother the Marquis, than for 
any merit of his own ; but PI died while 
it was on the road from Rome, and it is 
remarkable enough, that among a batch 
of Cardinals Ganganelli made at that time, 
he was the only one the Pope reſerved in 
petto, and (as I humbly apprehend, there 
are no Cardinals in the next world) kept 
him ſo long there, that when he let him 
out of petto, the honor he intended was no 


more of ule to him. 


The gardens are very extenſive and 111 
laid out, I mean for pleaſure, and in regard 
to taſte, it is plain the intention was to 
turn every thing to profit; they are full of 
orange, lemon and mulberry trees, with a 
large houſe in one part of the garden for 
the filkworms. The Marquis has a large 
eſtate in the neighbourhood, conſiſting 
chiefly in vineyards, all ſurrounded with 
high ſtone-walls, with ſtrong iron gates, 
and which produce the Calcavilla wine. 
At one ſide of the garden he has built a 
large wine-preſs, with all the neceſſary 
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eonveniencies, and adjoining a noble wine- 
cellar, with the large caſks ranged in order 
under arches, ſo that I thought I was got 
into the wine vaults at Bremen, or others 
I have ſeen in Germany. 


While we were at dinner at the Inn, two 
Officers of Priolet's acquaintance came to 
pay their reſpects to him ; he made them 
ſit down, and they entered into ſome con- 
verſation, which chiefly turned on their 
preſent diſagreeable ſituation, compared 
with times paſt, 'and how every thing was 
now changed for the worſe. They com- 
plained, that ſince the Marquis of Pombal 
had retired their town was become a deſert, 
'and that merit in the Army was now to- 
tally neglected, and men of probity and 
honor, like themſelves, deſpiſed and laugh- 
ed at, and nothing now ſucceeded but em- 
penhos and [hypocrites ; and particularly 
that the Army was ruined ſince General 


Maclean and almolt all the Engliſh Officers 
had left it. 


When they were gone, Lord Freeman was 
curious to know who thoſe Gentlemen were 
who had been ſo laviſh in their own praiſes, 
talked ſo much of their virtue and honor, 
and had given ſuch a flouriſhing account 
of the ſervices they have rendered the 
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Crown. I ſuppoſe, Priolet, (ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip) they are two good old Officers, who 
have ſeen much ſervice, but have not in- 
tereſt enough to obtain the promotion due 
to them. On our road back to Liſbon, Mr. 


Priolet gave us the following account of 


them : 


Gentlemen, (ſaid he) when I deſcribe to 
you thoſe two men, you may figure to 
yourſelves that I am giving you a lively 
picture of the major part of the Portugueſe 
Officers. There are, no doubt, ſome ex- 
ceptions, but, for the good of the Army, it 
were ſincerely to be wiſhed, the number to 
be excepted were infinitely greater : Theſe 
are two empty, ignorant boaſters, who will 
talk to you by the hour, of nothing but 
_ themſelves, of their ſervices, their merit 
and their honor; the word honor is indeed 
to be found in the mouth of every one you 
meet, and I am affraid only there; a Cob- 
ler will as frankly and peremptorily pledge 
his honor to atteſt an untruth, as a Lieu- 
tenant General, and have both nearly the 
ſame notion of what it really is; nor is any 
thing of all this in the leaſt ſurpriſing, on 
the contrary, it is the natural effect of pre- 
ceding and evident cauſes: The very na- 
ture of their Government, ſo jealous, arbi- 


trary 
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trary and domineering, gives them an un- 
avoidable and decided turn for diſingenui- 
ty, cunning and circumvention ; and as 
their only teachers and directors, the Prieſts, 
are themſelves totally ignorant of what 
moral obligation is, ſo it is impoſſible they 
can teach it to others ; they place the whole 
merit of a good Catholic in hearing Maſs, 
and obſerving a few ridiculous and futile 
precepts of their Church, which, if ſtrictly 
adhered to, as they generally are, their con- 
ſciences are ſet perfectly at eaſe; and as to 
any thing elſe, they give into the practice 
of every other vice, (drinking only except- 
ed) without the ſmalleſt compunction; in all 
which the Clergy, and eſpecially the Fry- 
ars ſet the example, yet in ſuch a manner 
however, that there is ſcarce ever the ap- 
pearance of any perſon leading a diſorderly 
life, every thing being carried on under the 
cloak of that univerſal diſſimulation, to 
which they are ſo well accuſtomed. 


I doubt not but it will appear very ſingu- 


lar, when I inform you that one of theſe 


two men is an Adjutant, and the other 
Quartermaſter of the Regiment of Artillery 
we ſaw in St. Julian's Caſtle, and during 
the late Adminiſtration, neither the one nor 
the other did an hour's duty in it, and their 

being 
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being made to attend their duty now, 1s the 
real cauſe of their complaint of the times, 
and of their Commandant, who is, it 
ſeems, not ſo condeſcending to them as was 
his predeceſſor, now dead, who formed that 
Regiment: he was the ſon of a foreigner, 
but, being born and bred here, had adopted 
all the prejudices of the country; he had 
moreover a very pretty wife, who knew 
much more than himſelf, and led him as 
ſhe pleaſed, for female influence is I believe 
as powerful here as in France, though not 
half ſo viſible. Her huſband had been ori- 
ginally bred to the ſea, and was Captain of 
a ſixty-four gun ſhip, when, on a certain 
occaſion, it was preſumed he did not behave 
with all the ſpirit of a brave Portugueſe, 
but run away with his ſhip from a ſmall 
Algerine xebec, with not above fifty men, 
when he ought to have run to her and 
taken her; ſo that, whether it was owing 
to that, or to his wife's fine eyes, as others 
aſſerted, I ſhall not preſume to determine, 
what is certain, is, that his Excellency 
F——o X r de M——a, the Mini- 
ſter's brother. and then Director of the 
- Marine and Dockyards, took his ſhip from 
him and gave him a Regiment of Artillery ; 
and when the new Colonel came to regulate 


his Regiment he could, in return, do no 
leſs 
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leſs than make his Excellency's body ſer- 
vant his Quartermaſter, and his brother 
P—1 de C——ho's body ſervant his Adju- 
tant, as you may ſuppoſe, at the recom- 
mendation of their maſters, and which, for 
the Colonel, was equal to a command, and 
theſe are the two men we converſed with 
a little ago, who were conſtantly attend- 
ing them, as long as they lived, ſhav- 
ing them and emptying their ch——p—s 
every morning; and I ſhould be a richer 
man than I am, if I had a guinea for 
every time they have ſtood behind my 
chair at Oeyras, when I dined with their 
maſters. You will aſk me, how the Count 
la Lippe could permit ſuch abuſes? To 
which I readily anſwer, that Count la 
Lippe, in order to carry through the few 
points he ſucceeded in, with regard to 
the Army, was obliged to ſhut his eyes 
to a hundred abuſes of infinitely more 
conſequence. But, Priolet, (ſaid Lord 
Freeman) to make Officers of ſervants, of 
tellows who abaſe themſelves to every 
menial office, where was that ever done? 
It is (replyed Priolet) the beſt channel of 
recommendation for a poor man in this 
country, to get into the King's ſervice after 
having been in that of ſome Fidalgo, and 
the only chance he has for being paid for 
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it, for as to wages, it is a thing not much 
in uſe, in the way of hard caſh, and 
very ſeldom expected; addreſs in the art 
and profeſſion of pP too, is. an excel- 
lent road to military promotion; and ſorry 
am I to ſay it, but the thing is fact, and it 
is but fair to produce the truth on both 
ſides ; I have known too many inſtances of 
promotion being obtained by that means, 
upon the recommendation of ſome of the 
natives of Great Britain, who were Officers, 
high in rank in this fervice. But your 
handſome Catamite is the ſureſt to ſuc- 


. ceed, becauſe men in authority, grave Fry- 
- ars, Biſhops, Generals of Orders, and Pillars 
of the Church, who would not compromiſe 


their ſacred characters ſo far as even to be 
ſeen in the company of a woman, all inter- 
cede in his favour, and it is quite a conteſt 
among his reſpectable and reverend gal- 
lants, to ſee which of them ſhall be the 
moſt ſucceſsful in forwarding his rank. 


But it is impoſſible to have an Army 
(ſaid Freeman) without being properly 


officered. There, my Lord, we are per- 


fectly agreed, (replied the other) and as 


things now ſtand, it will be in vain ever to 


expect it in this country; for thoſe perſons 
of the middle claſs, the fitteſt for it, and 
Who 
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who- really know any thing, and have 
ſome ſmattering of education, all take to 
the Church, where there is eaſe, pleaſure 
and fat benefices; and to take Foreign 
Officers upon the preſent footing of the 
fervice, would not mend the matter one 
Jot, for they would get none but the dregs 
and outcaſts of other ſervices, as happened 
here Iaft war, when there poured in fuch 
ſwarms of ſtarving ragamuffins from all 
quarters, as. I believe never met before ; 
for what real profeſſional man would leave 
his own country to come upon fuch miſer- 
able appointments ? but even that I conſi- 
der as far from being the worſt article : it 
15 the inſtability of the ſervice I complain 
of—it 1s, that the beſt and braveſt Officer 
is at every moment ſubject to have his 
heels tripped up—l don't ſay only by a 
Fidalgo, a Courtier or a Gentleman— 
but by whom ? why, by a dirty greaſy 
Fryar ; a fellow fo intolerable, that you 
ſhall have the ſtink of the oil of his coarſe 
abominable habit in your noſe at forty 
yards diſtance from him—ſuch a fellow, 
for example, as that hound of an Arch- 
biſhop who reigns all powerful in the pa- 
lace now, ſo that you ſhall ſee men of rank 
and dignity kiſſing the ſcapulary, not of his 
Excellency, (for that is an honor but few 
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can aſpire to) but that of a dirty Lay- 
Fryar, his attendant, who ſhaves his Ex- 
cellency's fat gills, his bacon neck, and his 
brainleſs bald ſkull every morning. 


As I hope now to be able to quit the 
ſervice ſoon, I ſhall be ſorry to leave the 
poor ſoldiers, for I love them, and it is-a 
thouſand pities they are not commanded by 
better Officers, for they have many of the 
qualities neceſſary in a good ſoldier. If 
they have once a confidence in their Offi- 
cers, they will do any thing, or every thing 
for them, almoſt without any conſtraint. 
There is nothing eaſier than gaining 
their good opinion, and when you have 
it, you muſt do ſome very unjuſtifiable 
things indeed before you loſe it : they will 
go any where with you, and fight whom 
you pleaſe, if you lead them on; the only 
reigning vice I know amongſt them is 
gaming. They will go through a vaſt 
deal of fatigue without a murmur, and live 
upon bread and water, with a head of gar- 
lick, as long as you pleaſe, or at leaſt as long 
as they ſee circumſtances require it, with 
great patience, and even contented, and 
care very little about any other appoint- 
ments, at leaſt, they will never quarrel 
with you, as to the time of receiving them. 


I was 
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I was very glad we got Priolet 


on this 
topic, becauſe I know 1 may d 
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Liſbon, 1779. 
Drar BROTHER, 


Tius was intended to be ſent you by 
laſt packet, had I not been prevented wri- 
ting, as I fully intended, by an accident 
the moſt extraordinary ever happened me 
in my life. 


Jou muſt know, that, as all Foreigners 
of diſtinction here, live upon a very friend- 
ly footing with each other, ſo to keep up 
this the better they have public nights in 
their reſpecti ve houſes, when the maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs are glad to ſee all good 
company of their acquaintance without 
particular invitation, and by this means 
there 1s always one houſe, and often two 
open every night of the week which is a 
great reſource for lounging Gentlemen and 
idle Ladies. We had dined by invita- 
tion on the ſame day, at one of thoſe 
houſes near our own lodgings, and at night 

after 
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after a good deal of company were afſem- 


bled, had drank tea, and were fitting down 
to cards, I ſlipped out to come home and 
write you; and as our lodging was ſo near, 
I did not take the carriage, which was ready, 
but made the footman walk before me with 
a flambeau, and, as I came very near our 
own houſe, a fellow bruſhed by me run- 
ning hard, and purſued by another, who 
was calling out to ſtop him, this laſt came 
_ cloſer to me and hit me a blow on the left 
breaſt, and run on; I made inſtantly after 
him, calling to the footman to ſtop him, 
which he was in no haſte to do; however, 
as I had an excellent ſapling in my hand, 
with a couple of ſtrokes I brought him 
down; the footman coming up, begged 
me firſt to ſecure his hands, which he help- 
ed me to do; we ſearched him, but found 
only the ſteel caſe of a ſtabbing-knife ; we 
led him into the houſe with us, and after 
tying his hands very well with cords, locked 
him up in an empty cellar; I then fat 
down to write you, and for that purpoſe 
took out my note-book, which I generally 
carry in a high pocket opening in the 
lining of my coat oppoſite the left breaſt ; 
but what was my ſurpriſe, when, on eva- 
mining the book, I found it had been 

pierced with a ſharp-pointed knife more 
| than 
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than half through, although it conſiſted of 
above thirty leaves of paper, interſperſed 
with others of parchment and a thick Mo- 
rocco cover ? Was this Providence, Charles? 
or, what was it which thus delivered me 
from immediate death? I examined my 
coat and found the correſponding cut in it, 
but very ſmall. The villain muſt have been 
an old practitioner, and knew how to take 
his aim, for, as nearly as I can judge, I be- 
lieve, had the note- book been away, his 
knife would have plunged e into my 
heart. 


I immediatdly ſent the footman back to 
the houſe I had left, with my compliments 
to Colonel Priolet, and that I ſhould be glad 
to ſpeak with him. Accordingly he came, 
and I told him what had happened. He 
ſcemed ſurpriſed, but ſaid he would go and 
talk with the aſſaſſin, and leſt he might ſtill 
have arms concealed, we carried a caſe of 
piſtols each with us. As ſoon as the villain 
ſaw us come into the apartment, he began 
to call out for a Confeſſor, ſuppoſing we 
were come to put an end to his life. You 
ſhall confeſs to me, you {coundrel, (ſaid Mr. 
Priolet to him in a threatening tone and in 
his own language) who it was ſet you upon 
murdering this Gentleman? Oh! Sir, Sir, 

Colonel 
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Colonel Priolet, (ſaid the wretch trembling). 
What, Luiz, is it you! (exclaimed Priolet in 
amazement) you, whom ] ſo lately ſaved 
from the gallows? Oh! you facinorous raſ- 
cal, you ſhall not eſcape ſo well on this oc- 
caſion: Did not you promiſe me faithfully 
to quit this infamous way of life? and yet, 
almoſt immediately after, I find you at- 
tempting to murder a perſon whom you 
| know to be my beſt friend. Oh! Sir, your 
honor—my life is in your hands, (returned 
the other) but I would not have done it, had 
it not been an Engliſhman who ſet me on, 
and promiſed me forty-eight mil-reis, and 
that my fortune ſhould be made if I did it. 
If that Gentleman will permit us, Sir, I 
will tell you all. Priolet then deſired me to 
leave him with the villain, which I hefi- 
tated to do, but he aſſured me there was no 
ſort of danger; on which 1 left them, and 
in about half an hour Priolet came up to me, 
after ſending for a file of men, who convey- 
ed the fellow to a ſecure priſon, and ſaid to 
me theſe words: My dear Coſtigan, you 
are the moſt fortunate man I ever knew, 
and you are certainly preferved for ſome- 
thing great; for I do believe you are the 
firſt perſon that murderer ever ſet upon, 
whom he did not deprive of life; and what 
a Providence of God it was, that the pocket- 
Vor. II. Ce book 
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book happened to be in the way ? Now, 
I have only one requeſt to make you for 


the preſent, which is, that you will not 


take the ſmalleſt notice to any one of what 
has juſt happened; that aſſaſſin has, I think, 
given me the thread of a clew, which will, 
I hope, lead to great diſcoveries, and which 
will all be loſt if you mention to any one a 
ſyllable of this buſineſs, not even to your 
friend Lord Freeman, whom 1 hope in a 
very ſhort time to be able to ſerve effenti- 
ally; but I can tell you nothing more till 
fome days hence. Charge the footman who 
came with you not to open his lips about 
it, and let us return to the Aſſembly and 
play at cards, as if nothing had been the 
matter. Silence and ſecrecy is the only 
method of doing effectually all ſorts of bu- 
ſineſs in this country.” 


We accordingly returned to our compa- 
ny, and I did not ſay a word of the affair 
to any one, nor Priolet to me till ſeven days 
after, though we faw each other daily; at 
laſt, he requeſted a particular audience of 
Lord Freeman, and that I might be preſent. 
He began by informing him of the accident 
which happened to me, as I mentioned a- 
bove, and then continued as follows : 
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* The compliment was intended for your 
Lordſhip, though our worthy friend Coſtigan 
was ſo near falling a ſacrifice in your 
place, owing to your being both nearly 
of the ſame ſize and make, and more to 
your- being dreſſed in the fame coloured 
cloaths, on the day the accident happened. 
You will recolle&t, when we diſcovered the 
intended attack on. Sir Philip Welding's 
houſe, it was by means of two ſervants, 
one of whom (the Black) informed me of 
the whole plot, and I had the other ſecured. 
Sir Philip wiſhed eagerly to have the fellow 
proſecuted and hanged, but I diſſuaded 
him from it, for the following reaſons, 
which in the preſent caſe, I would alſo ſub- 


mit to your conſideration : Firſt, I told him 


the criminal law here was very different 
from that of England ; that he muſt begin 
by ſecuring the Judge Criminal in his in- 
tereſt, which would coſt him money, and 
without that Officer nothing can be done, 
as the Judges who pronounce the ſentence 
are bound down to proceed according to 
the examinations of witneſſes and other do- 
cuments he lays before them, that though 
there are many perſons ſentenced to death, 
yet we all know there is ſcarce one of them 
ever executed, the empenhos from all parts 
being fo powerful and numerous, to have 

| Cc 2 the 
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the chiminal tranſported to Angola, or 
ſent to the galleys; that the proſecution 
would be both troubleſome and expenſive, 
and if, after a deal to do, he got him 
hanged at laſt, what would be the conſe- 
quence? In the firſt place, the whole peo- 
ple would exclaim againſt the iniquity of 
taking a man's life for a crime he only in- 
tended to commit. But that was not the 
worſt, for I aſſured Sir Philip, that if he got 
the fellow hanged, he muſt himſelf embark 
cn board the packet immediately after, for 
that neither he nor any of his family would 
be ſafe here a moment longer, this fellow 
having ſuch a number of aſſociates, who 
would not fail to revenge his death. Sir 
Philip felt the force of what I ſaid, and beg- 
ged me to give them both a ſound lecture 
and diſmiſs them from his ſervice. I did 
ſo, and was never more ſurpriſed, than to 
find the black fellow who attacked Captain 
Coſtigan, whom I immediately knew a- 
gain, to be one of them] I began by aſking 
him, how he could think of following ſuch 
an infamous life? He told me he was ſtar- 
ving, and had no other means of ſubſiſt- 
ence, ſince I had turned him out of ſervice, 
and nobody would take him; that his wife 
was alſo near periſhing from want, though 
ready to lay in, and had been lately turn- 
— 8 
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ed off for the crime of being pregnant, 
by the Major of my Regiment, who had 


hitherto kept her, and often ſupported 


them both ; that he was glad to accept any 
ſort of employment to get a bit of bread ; 
that Captain Sector, the Engineer, had en- 
gaged three of them, and promiſed ten moi- 
dors to whichever of them deſpatched the 
perſon he had attacked, and that he was 
himſelf indeed ſurpriſed to ſee that he did 


not immediately drop! I atked him the 


name of the perſon he had orders to aſſaſ- 
ſinate. He ſaid he was an Engliſh Noble- 
man of the name of Freeman; that, for 
his part, he had much rather gain a liveli- 
hood honeſtly, but, at any rate he could 
not ſtarve. I told him I would give him the 
ten moidors immediately, if he would ſign 
a certificate of his having been employ- 
ed by Captain Sector to aſſaſſinate Lord 


Freeman; and if he would get his two 


companions to do the ſame, they ſhould 
be handſomely rewarded. He ſaid he would, 
provided I promiſed him ſolemnly theſe 
certificates ſhould never be made ule of a- 
gainſt their lives. I aſſured him they 
ſhould not ; and two days after when [ 
attended at the priſon with a Notary Pub- 
lic, and the certificates ready drawn out, 
I found his other two confederates there 
| waiting, 
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waiting, and had the papers ſigned in 
form, and gave them a couple of moidors 
each, All this was executed with the 
ſtrongeſt injunctions of ſecrecy poſſible, and 


entreaties for the ſame from the three vil- 


lains. I afterwards with the documents in 
my pocket, waited on Captain Sector, who 
told me he was ſurpriſed to ſee me. I re- 
plied 1 fancied he would be more ſo before 
I had done with him. I locked the door of 
the apartment we were in, and then taxed 


him with his infamous attempts on the life 


of my friend. He began to ſwear and pro- 
teft there was no ſuch thing, that it was 
his enemies who had I begged him to 
be compoſed and produced the certificates, 
and I faw his colour went and came as he 
peruſed them, he ſeemed confounded, but 
was much more ſo, when I told him I 
was acquainted with his whole diabolical 
ſcheme, and with his paying the money to 
the Archbiſhop: I reproached him with the 


baſeneſs of his intentions, in endeavour- 


ing to force a young Lady to marry ſuch a 
contemptible thing as he was; told him [I 
was reſolved to expoſe him both here and 
in England, now that 1 had him ſo tho- 
roughly in my power, . and that Lord 
Freeman, highly provoked, was full of the 


| lame intentions, and was about to have a 


proſecution 
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proſecution commenced againſt him di- 
rectly. 


* Sector 1s naturally the pooreſt and moſt 
puſillanimous wretch alive; and when his 
miſconduct brings him into ſuch a critical 
ſituation as I then had him in, he has not 
the ſpirit nor the reſolution of a man to re- 
fiſt and go through with it. He was ready 
to ſink into the earth, he clapped his hands 
on his head, ſtamped up and down the | 
room, ſaid he was ruined and undone for | 
ever, if I had not compaſſion on him. I told | 
him he deſerved none, and that indeed the . 
affair was not ſo much with me as with my 

friend Lord Freeman. He ſaid he was not 
acquainted with his Lordſhip, but -begged 
me to intercede for him, and that nothing 
of this buſineſs might take air, for if it did, 
he was a loſt man, and if it once got a- 
broad that he had advanced money to the 14 
Archbiſhop, he knew the gentleſt thing that 9 
could happen him would be confinement in 
a dungeon for life; he therefore conjured 
me to pray and entreat for him, and that 
I would let him know the reſult next day, 
when he would do almoſt any thing 1 
ſhould require of him. I accordingly left 
him for that night to meditate upon his 
ſituation, and returned next morning, and 
found 
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found him in his undreſs, with his hair all 
diſhevelled. He told me he had not been 
able to ſhut his eyes ſince I ſaw him, that 
he was miſerable, and he knew his ruin or 
ſalvation was in my hands, and in thoſe of 
Lord Freeman. I then told him, Lord 
Freeman's terms were very eaſy and much 
too gentle, conſidering what he deſerved, 
and that I would engage to prevent any 
bad conſequences to him, provided he now 
ſigned a Declaratory AR, teſtifying, that of 
his own free will, choice and inclination, 
he would and did, from that moment, re- 
ſign and deſiſt from all and every preten- 
ſion he had or might have to the perſon of 
Donna Lucretia, daughter to the Marquis of 
Pancorvo, in and by marriage, nor would 
he, under any pretext whatever, renew 
any ſuch pretenſions in future. I told him 
I had a Lawyer in waiting, and witneſſes, 
who would draw out the deed, and execute 
it immediately. To this he ſaid he freely 
conſented, provided I engaged for Lord 
Freeman and myſelf to keep ſilence for ever 
on the ſubjeR, or at leaſt while we remain- 
ed in this country. I told him, that as far as 
my word of honor went I would. He ſaid, 
he required no better ſecurity ; and here, 
my Lord, is the A& done in all the forms 


(giving him a paper) which is I think, a 
capital 
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capital ſtep I have gained in your favour. 
And now, Gentlemen, you muſt both be 
ſenſible of the abſolute neceſſity there is of 
burying all theſe tranſactions in the deepeſt 
ſecrecy ; I requeſt you will avoid being 
in the ſtreets after night-fall, except in your 
carriages, and do not appear in the ſame 
coloured cloaths at one time, for the aſſaſ- 
ſin thought, and thinks ſtill, it was Lord 
Freeman he attacked, as he ſaw the ſame 
cloaths on him, when he had been dogging 
and obſerving him for ſeveral days before.” 


Lord Freeman embraced Colonel Priolet, 
aſſuring him of how ſenſible he was of the 
obligations he owed him, and ſaid he would 
inſtantly write a note to Donna Lucretia to 
inform her of this wonderful Pay. of agree- 


able news. 


When Freeman was gone, Priolet aid, he 
was exceedingly happy to think tlie buſi- 
neſs of his marriage would now go ſmooth- 
ly on, and you cannot imagine (ſaid he) 
the battles I have had to make him give 
over all farther thoughts of it, but in vain : 
One day, reaſoning very cloſely with him 
againſt it, and telling him he muſt be ſen- 
ſible the decree for the Lady's marriage 
with another perſon, already ſigned by the 
Queen's hand, was alone an invincible ob- 

Vol. II, D d ſtacle, 
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ſtacle, entreating him to reflect ſeriouſly 
on what he was about, on the conſequen- 
ces of offending a father he loved ſo much 
and who doated on him, as alſo on the bad 
effects his connexion with a family of ſuch 
perſuaſions in religion might have on his 
children after him—he ſtopped me ſhort, 
and ſaid theſe emphatical words: © Priolet, 
you are my friend, and I have had reaſon 
to believe ſo; if then you would have me 
continue in the ſame belief, I deſire you 
will talk to me no more in ſuch a ſtrain; 
your words have no more effect on my 
determined reſolution, than the uplifted 
hands of the imploring traveller upon the 
hungry and devouring tyger, or the ham- 
mer on the ſolid and impenetrable ada- 
mant: What I have reſolved I will exe- 
cute I will marry her, or not ſurvive the 
diſappointment—my father, when he ſees 
her, will bleſs the happy hour that joined 
us, and gracious Heaven itſelf will ſmile 
benevolence upon the ſacred tye, which 
ſerves to make two mortals anticipate its 
Joys even upon earth! As to her matchleſs 
capacity, her talents, (which ſhe has im- 
proved to ſuch perfection) and her ſenti- 
ments on men, manners and religion, you 
would not talk ſo Priolet, were you but ac- 
quainted with them as I am : Oh, Heavens! 

is 
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is it poſſible that ſuch rare and unmatched 
worth and excellence ſhould be allowed to 
pine here unobſerved and in obſcurity ? No, 
I will take her up from hence and plant her 
on an eminence, where, like the morning 
ſtar, ſhe ſhall ſhine a bright example of all 
that is fair, great and virtuous in woman. 
If you are Priolet and my friend, I conjure 
you from this moment forward to diſpoſe 
yourſelf and your Amelia to aſſiſt our loves, 
for ſuch a deed will deſerve our eternal 
thanks and friendſhip. When I ſaw him 
thus poſitively determined, I aſſured him 
he might depend on my beſt endeavours to 
promote his happineſs, and I am rejoyced 
to think I have already ſucceeded ſo well.” 


After this, we were all three coming out 
to walk in the gardens of the Neceſſidades, 
when we heard a violent noiſe and buſtle in 
the ſtreet before our houſe, and coming to 
the door we ſaw a carriage with two grave- 
looking Eccleſiaſtics in it, which had been 
ſtopped by the ſhaft mule becoming ruſty, 
ſo that it would neither ſtir forward nor 
backward, and the more the driver beat 
him, the more he reared and kicked, The 
two Prieſts were frightened. Priolet, who 
knew them both, run up, opened the car- 
riage-door, and we had juſt time to get 
Dd 2 them 
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them out, before the mule (now become 
furious) was kicking and breaking every 
thing to ſhivers. The two old Priefts croſſed 
themſelves a thouſand times and were ter- 
rified. They were coming from the Patri- 
archal Church and were going home to their 
chocolate. We prayed them to walk up; 
and tea and chocolate were immediately 
prepared for them, which they declared 
was the beſt they had ever taſted, they 
proteſted they were under the greateſt obli- 
gations, and paid us and the Engliſh nation 
through us, many fulſome compliments. 
After Priolet's example, we in converſation 
gave them the title of Excellency, and, 
when another carriage they had ſent for 
arrived they took their leaves. . 


On our walk Priolet laughed heartily, 
and ſaid it looked as if theſe two old fellows 
had fallen in our way on purpoſe to give 
him an opportunity of entertaining us with 
ſome anecdotes he knew of them, which 
he otherwiſe ſhould e not ha ve 
thought of. 


Thheſe Gentlemen (ſaid he) are Principals 
of the Patriarchal Church, who by their 
Eccleſiaſtical rank, have the title of Excel- 
lency, excluſive of their being both Fi- 


dalgos. There are twenty-four of them in 
all. 


* 
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all. They rank with Biſhops, and have a 
much better revenue than ſuch idle uſeleſs 
drones deſerve. The very old man you 
ſaw, with the lank hollow cheeks and 
monſtrous noſe, owes his preferment to his 
ſiſter, who is ſtill alive, and was one of 
King John the Fifth's many miſtreſſes; he 
is a prodigious and frightened bigot, a hoary 
lecher, and very charitable to the poor ; 
the worſt ſort of charity in this country, 
becauſe it encourages idleneſs, to which the 
nation 1s naturally too much inclined : But 
he is far enough from beſtowing his chari- 
ties according to the precept of the New 
Teſtament, not to let the left hand know what 
the right hand does ; for on the contrary, he 
gives public charity at his door twice every 
week, when you ſhall ſee hundreds of beg- 
gars aſſembled in all the moſt diverſified 
exhibitions of miſery and wretchedneſs it 
is poſſible to form any idea of, and after 
walting there for ſome hours, his Excel- 
lency appears, and diſtributes to each a 
bit of copper, ſomething above the value 
of a halfpenny or a penny, according to 
his humour; and he being in the greateſt 
dread of thunder, (as indeed the whole na- 
tion are) if it happens to thunder at the 
time of theſe donations, he will then give 
ſour-pence, ſix-pence, or, if it thunders 


very 
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very tremendouſly, even a ſhilling to 
each, calling out to the beggars to pray to 
our Lady to preſerve him from danger. 
Though he is long ſince paſt all power of 
enjoyment, on account of his extreme old 
age, yet about four years ago he-ſent to a 
woman of the town, deſiring the favor of 
her company. She attended ; and when 
he diſmiſſed her, he gave her a heavy roll 
of paper carefully ſealed up, as a preſent. 
The poor woman thought her fortune 
was made, and that it was gold ſhe had re- 
ceived; but great was her diſappointment 
when ſhe got home, and opening the paper, 
found only fifteen new crowns in ſilver: 
However, ſhe waited patiently till next 
time ſhe was ſent for, and being then re- 
warded in the ſame manner, ſhe thought 
there could be no harm in paying herſelf 
better, and brought away with her a large 
gold watch ſhe ſpied upon his Excellency's 
table. As ſoon as the watch was miſſing, 
the Principal readily gueſſed which way it 
muſt be gone, ſent and found it in her poſ- 
ſeſſion, and immediately had her ordered 
to prifon for theft ; but before ſhe went, 
ſhe inſiſted on ſpeaking with the Marquis 
of Pombal, which ſhe did, and told him her 
ſtory ingenuouſly, of how ſhabbily the old 
man had uſed her ; on which the Miniſter 

ſent | 
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ſent for him, and read him a ſerious leſſon 
for his ſcandalous behaviour, ordering him 
in the King's name to take back his watch, 
ſet the woman at liberty, and to give her 
twenty moidors as a compenſation for the 
trouble he had given her. This old 
man's life is pretty regular; in the morn- 
ing he attends the Offices in the Patriarchal 
Church, then dines, ſleeps his ſeſta, re- 
ceives or pays a viſit or two, and in the 
evening has ſome proſtitutes introduced by 
a back-door to a private apartment, where 
he ſits in his elbow-chair, and is entertained 
by their . ribaldry and baſe converſation, 
with as many fellows brought in for the 
purpoſe, and ſometimes the entertainment 
is by them carried to more ſerious lengths; 
after which, at the hour of prayers, the 
numerous family of ſervants aſſembles in 
the Chapel, where the Principal appears, 
and the Tergo of our Lady is ſung as care- 
leſsly as poſſible ; his Excellency then eats 
a light ſupper, and goes to bed, with the 
conſciouſneſs of having fulfilled all the du- 
ties of a good Catholic Chriſtian. 


* The other ſtout freſh-looking 1 man you 
ſaw, is alſo of a very amorous complexion, 
but it is of the wrong ſort, for he hates the 
ſex, and deli guts i in the company of boys, 

inſomuch 
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inſomuch that he is remarkable for it even 
here, where that abominable vice is ſo 
common. There was an Engliſh Nobleman 
in this city about two years ago, I believe 
on his way to Italy, who hearing of this 
vile diſpoſition of his Excellency, was re- 
ſolved to play him a trick, and getting ac- 
quainted, not with his Excellency's body 
ſervant, who was an Italian, and who in- 
troduced all the new game he could ſtart 
for his maſter, but with an underſtrapper, 
who was one of his procurers, his Lord- 
ſhip engaged this fellow, for a good round 
ſum, to dreſs up a pretty-looking girl he 
got for the purpoſe, in boy's cloaths, and 
preſent her as ſuch to the Italian ſervant, 
for his maſter's uſe. He did ſo; and the 
ſervant, who was alſo impoſed on, intro- 
duced her with great pleaſure to his maſ- 
ter, who was quite delighted, and in rap- 
tures at the ſight of this new Ganymede ; 
but the girl had been but a very ſhort 
time with the old Pederaſt, when he diſco- 
vered the impoſition, beat the poor girl 
and kicked her down ſtairs, and diſmifled 
his Italian ſervant, (who was otherwiſe a 
very great favourite) for impoſing upon 
him. The underling ſeeing the ſerious bad 

conſequences this badinage had produced to 


his friend, diſcovered to him the whole 
matter, 
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matter, and the poor Italian came in tears 
to Lord R-— C—, telling him, that he 
had been the cauſe of his loſing a good 
place, and begged to be indemnified, for 
that otherwiſe, he could not ſubſiſt in a 
foreign country. His Lordſhip aſked him 
if he wiſhed to return to his own ? The 
poor fellow ſaid, he did moſt earneſtly, as 
he hated the country he then was in, but 
had not money to defray the expence of 
ſuch a journey. Lord R-— aſked him, 
how much that might be ? and on his an- 
ſwering, his Lordſhip gave him the dou- 
ble of what he mentioned, and fent him 


away perfectly ſatisfied. 


This letter is too long, but I wiſhed to 
ſend it you altogether, as appearing to me 
in the courſe of events to be only parts of 

one and the ſame ſcene, which would have 


been injudicioufly ſeparated. Adieu. 


Vor. II. Fe LE T- | 
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LE TT ER XXXIX. 


Liſbon, 1779 


Dear BROTHER, 


Tus old trite proverb is not more common 
than true, that much happens between the 
Cup and the Lip.” When ! laſt wrote you, 
we thought we had conquered almoſt every 
difficulty, and that the long wiſhed-for mar- 
riage would have been by this time accom- 
pliſhed, as Lord Freeman is particularly 
anxious to leave this place immediately, 
when the imprudent zeal of a pedant, well 
nigh ruined every thing. Colonel Priolet 
and Lord Freeman have fought, and the 
latter is wounded in ſuch a manner, that 
the phyſicians declare he cannot leave his 
apartment in leſs than a month ; however, 
the friendſhip and activity of Priolet and 
the good Father Jockelyn have at laſt com- 
poſed and ſettled every thing: The day for 
celebrating the double marriage, I mean 
Priolet's own with Miſs Welding and Lord 
Freeman's with the charming D. Lucretia, 

| 1s 
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is fixed for the beginning of June, nearly 
two months hence, and we are preparing e- 
very thing for that auſpicious event. But it 
will be no eaſy taſk to give you a proper 
detail of the confuſion we have been in, nor 
was I till yeſterday informed of the whole 
myſelf, eſpecially concerning the behavi- 
our of Doctor Duncan, (whom I think I 
have mentioned to you in former letters) 
the particulars of which I had from the 
Marchioneſs of Pancorvo only laſt night ; 
and, though I foreſee this letter will be a 
very long one, it is not in my power to 
prevent it, without greatly mutilating the 
narrative, which is what, I dare ſay, you 
would not deſire. 


Doctor Duncan's chief employment ſince 
being here, has conſiſted in traverſing the 
ſtreets by himſelf, in collecting whatever 
he takes for a relick or an antique, in 
buying green parrots and a very ſmall 
ſort of monkey imported from the Brazil, 
and in ſtopping every Fryar he meets to 
talk Latin with him; and in this laſt par- 
ticular he complains of having been very 
unſucceſsful, which ſurpriſes him much, 
as he has no conception of any kind of 
Churchman, who thould not be current in 
ſpeaking Greek and Latin. The Doctor 

Ee 2 ſeldom 
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ſeldom ſaw Lord Freeman but at break- 
faſt, and then the converſation turned only 
on indifferent ſubjects; but by means of 
Timothy Cockſpur and the other ſervants, 
he had got ſcent of his Lordſhip's connexion 
with Donna Lucretia, and thinking it his 
duty to prevent its progreſs before it ſhould 
become more ſerious, he refolved to wait 
himſelf upon the young Lady's parents, 
whom he naturally ſuppoſed to patroniſe 
and encourage the affair, to explain to 
them what and who Lord Freeman was, 
to ſhew them the utter 1mpropriety of ſuch 
a match, and to entreat them to do every 
thing in their power to diſcountenance and 
diſcourage it, He accordingly wrote a card 
to the Marchioneſs, requeſting ſhe would 
appoint him an hour when he would wait 
on her and the Marquis, having ſome bufi- 
neſs of conſequence to propoſe to them? He 
was anſwered, that next forenoon they 
ſhould be glad to ſee him; at the fame time 
it was impoſſible for them to gueſs what 
could be his buſineſs. The Doctor attended 
at the hour, when the Lady and Gentleman 
were waiting for him in form. They were 
ſtruck when they ſaw a tall thin figure 
dreſſed in black, walk into the room, with 
a very large round wig, ſurmounted with a 
ſmall hat, which he hardly moved when 
| he 
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he came in, nor ſcarce bent his body to 
their Excellencies, but walked forward ſtiff 
and flow till he came to a chair ſet for him 
Oppoſite to them, on which he ſat down, 
and then taking off his hat and addreſſing 
himſelf to the Marquis, he told him his 
name was Doctor Duncan, and that he 
ſuppoſed he muſt have heard of him. The 
Marquis anſwered him politely, that he 
never had the advantage of hearing of him 


before. The Doctor ſaid he was much ſur- 


priſed at it, and that he inferred from thence 
his Excellency could not be very converſant 
in the annals of literature, for then he would 
have known that he was a member of the 
Academy of Bologna in Italy. The other 
ſtill continued to anſwer him that he knew 


nothing of Bologna, where he had never ſet . 


his foot. The Doctor replied, that he had 
then been miſinformed, having underſtood 
his Excellency had ſerved ſome campaigns 


in Italy. * Ah, Sir, (continued the pedant) 


had I enjoyed the good fortune to have 
been born in Italy, I would have travelled 
all over Gracia Magna: I would have 
ſpent a whole year at Brunduſium, where 
the Roman armies embarked for Greece: 
I would have traced out every camp which 
Fabius occupied, when he hung on the 
ſummits or ſides of the mountains, like a 
| cloud 
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cloud over the Carthaginian army. Sir, I 
would have'——Here the Marquis begin- 
ning to loſe patience, interrupted him, by 
deſiring him to proceed to buſineſs, if he 
had any with him. The Doctor, however, 
not yet ſatisfied with the ſpecimen he had 
given of his erudition, continued thus : 
* How often have I lamented, Sir, that two 
ſuch noble languages as the Greek. and 
Latin ſhould be now dead and ſucceeded 
by ſuch a multiplicity of modern barba- 
rous jargons, that one can hardly travel 
five leagues in any part of Europe, without 
finding a different dialect. I ſuppoſe natu- 
rally, Sir, (added he) you ndern Greek 
and Latin? 


The Marquis, now in a paſſion, at being 
ſo catechiſed by a coxcomb, - anſwered him 
abruptly, No; and bolted out his tongue 
at him, as he always did when put into 
any heat, and was getting up ta go away, 
when the Doctor roſe alſo, and coming 
nearer him, alked him how, with ſuch 
a load of ignorance on his back, he or his 
Lady could ever adopt the enormous and 
- impracticable idea of marrying their daugh- 
ter to ſo accomplithed a Gentleman as Lord 
Freeman ? 


Both 
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Both the noble Perſonages were con- 
founded at ſuch a queſtion : The Marquis 
began to ſputter and fret, but it was im- 
poſſible to know what he wiſhed to ſay. 
The Lady told the Doctor, that by his 
grave and decent appearance, they had 
taken him for a Gentleman, but that by 
his behaviour they were on the point of 
changing their opinion ; that, for her own 
part, ſhe could not imagine what could 
have prompted him to come and abuſe their 
ear with ſuch an 1dle and ridiculous tale, 
as that of their daughter's marrying any 
one, eſpecially an Engliſhman, without 
their leave and conſent. | 


By this time the Marquis was able to ar- 
ticulate ſo as to be underſtood, and ſaid, 
his daughter ſhould marry a Turk, or a 
Jew, ſooner than an Engliſhman ; that if 
he imagined ſhe entertained ſuch thoughts 
he would tear her alive, and ſaid it was a 
trick, an impoſition the Doctor was putting 
on them both. 


The Doctor begged his Excellency to hear 
him, and to moderate his paſſion, ſaid he 
fancied he had been miſtaken, but that 
with a little patience he believed the buſi- 
neſs might be concluded to the ſatisfaction 
of both parties. In the firſt place, (ſaid he) 

I could 
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I could not imagine the courtſhip could 
poſſibly be carried on without your know- 
ledge, as it would be ſo eminently advan- 
tageous for your family, and I of courſe 
concluded that you countenanced it. They 
both aſſured him ſolemnly, this was the firſt 
time they had heard of it, nor could they 
have ſuſpected their daughter capable of 
ſuch a piece of madneſs, adding that ſtill 
they did not believe it. | 


On his part, the Doctor deſired his word 
might not be taken for it, but that they 
would inform themſelves from the Lady 
and examine herſelf, and they would find 
ſhe had correſponded for a long time with 
Lord Freeman, and that they communi- 
cated daily by letters ſince he came to Liſ- 
bon; all I entreat (ſaid he) is, that you 
will prevent any farther intercourſe be- 
tween them: This they both aſſured him 
they would do, and rc ended the Doctor's 


viſit. 


In the ſame letter, by which Lord Free- 
man conveyed to Donna Lucretia the agree- 
able intelligence of Mr. Priolet's having got 
the act of reſignation of her perſon from 
Captain Sector, he alſo informed her that 
Priolet had frequently taken occaſion be- 


bote, to diſſuade hin from proſecuting his 
| intent ion 
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intention of marrying her, that they had 
long arguments on the ſubject, but that he 
had at laſt laid down to him ſuch forcible 
reaſons as had convinced him he was not 
to be ſhaken in his reſolution, and that 
on ſeeing this, he had not only deſiſted 
from attempting to diſſuade him, but had 
engaged heartily to aſſiſt and forward his 
intentions by every means 1n his power, as 
he had now done ſo effectually. Still, how- 
ever, the young Lady could not help enter- 
taining her doubts of how far Priolet ought 
to have been truſted, in an affair which 
was likely to meet from other quarters 
with ſo much oppoſition, and ſo ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf to Lord Freeman in her 
anſwer. She was meditating on the ſub- 
ject, rather in a melancholy mood, when, 
to her ſurpriſe, her father and mother came 
together ſuddenly into her apartment, a 
thing which ſcarce ever happened before, 
and deſired her to deliver them the key of 
her ſcrutoire ; they then examined her 
papers, and found a multitude of Lord 
Freeman's letters with many coples of her 
anſwers. The father became ſo tranſported 
with paſſion, that he was ſeized with a fit 
and fell upon the carpet, and ſervants were 
called to carry him to his own apartment, 
were he ſoon recovered and refreſhed . him- 

Vor. II: F f ſelf 
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ſelf with a tumbler of water; after whictt 
he ſent for his wife and ſwore to her, by 
the five wounds of Chriſt, he would never 
ſee his daughter more, that ſhe was a diſho- 
nor to his blood, and a diſgrace to his fa- 
mily : He ordered a truſty maid, who had 
been his own nurſe, and is now an old 
woman in the houſe, to take his daughter 
and lock her up in the dark room behind 
the Chapel: He ordered the ſervants to 
refuſe all admittance to Lord Freeman and 
Colonel Priolet, and particularly to Miſs 
Welding, ſaying, that theſe Miſſes together 
only ſerved to turn each other's heads 
with tales of love and novels, and ſuch 
ſtuff; told his wife theſe were the effects of 
her bleſſed Engliſh education; that her 
daughter muſt have books, and, forſooth, 
muſt learn to write, which no modeſt wo- 
man ever ſhould ; aſked, if ſhe thought his 
neighbours here were fools, and if they 
had not good reaſon. for locking up their 
daughters? or if ſhe imagined that, at theſe 
years, Lucretia's hot and vigorous blood 
was to be ruled by any other means, but 
bolts and chains and iron bars ? 


The Marchioneſs, who was well ac- 
quainted with the violence of her huſband's 
temper, knew that any Ree. at that 
| time 
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time to apologize for her daughter's beha- 
viour would be vain, and ſhe reſolved to 
be ſilent till his paſſion, by exhauſting it- 
ſelf, ſhould abate: In the mean time, the 
old ſervant-maid had delivered the meſſage 
to Donna Lucretia; but ſhe replied ſhe would 
not go with her till the had firſt ſpoken with 
her father: Accordingly, locking up her 
ſcrutoire, ſhe came down ſtairs, and enter- 
ed the apartment, as her father was ex- 
claiming that ſhe was ruined and debauched 
by an adventurer. O Heavens! grant me 
patience, (ſaid he) and, as if the very Devil 
had been at work with her, to ſet her heart 
upon an Engliſh heretic, a vagabond 
Donna Lucretia unable to brook ſuch epi- 
thets upon her lover, even from her own 
father, anſwered him ſteadily, that he was 
no heretic nor vagabond, that he was com- 
pounded of all that was great and gv0d in 
At this the Marquis exclaimed, Hear 
her, oh! damn her, hear her; ſhe confeſſes 
it! ſhe owns herſelf a ſtrumpet! he has 
bewitched her! he has given her poiſon!“ 
She aſſured him he had not; that hie was 
all truth, all honor, and that ſhe would 
marry. him; or retire to a Convent for life. 
The father now foamed at the mouth, and 
called again to the maid to take her away, 
and lock her up as he had ordered. Donna 

£5 Lucretia 
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Lucretia frightened, with tears in her eyes, 
fell on her knees before her father, and en- 
treated him to hear her only three words ; 
but he in a rage gave her a blow on the 
ear, calling out, Away with you, vile 
monſter, and then dropped himſelf mo- 
tionleſs on the floor. 


The Marchioneſs was ſeriouſty alarmed ; 
ſhe commanded her daughter inſtantly to 
begone, and had the Marquis conveyed to 
bed, where he fell into repeated convul- 
ſions. Phyſicians and Surgeons were ſent 
for, and after frequent bleeding and other 
applications he was brought to himſelf, 
and in the evening was ſo far recovered, as 
to ſend for the rich merchant Bernardo 
Soares Mendez da Coſta to come to ſpeak 
with him, 


This perſonage, as I mentioned in a for- 
mer letter, was intended for the Marquis's 
ſon-in-law, had not that deſign been ſet 
aſide by the intimation of the Royal plea- 
ſure, whereof however the Marquis, for 
more reaſons than one, had no intention of 
acquainting him; but only-to make uſe of 
him for his own particular purpoſe. Ac- 
cordingly, when the merchant arrived, he 
was uſhered into the Marquis's bed-room, 


where the Lady was alſo preſent ; they 
both 
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both informed him of what they had only 
that day diſcovered of their daughter's at- 
tachment to an Engliſh impoſtor, who 
had lately appeared in the city, and de- 
ſcribing his perſon to him, and where he 
lodged, they expreſſed great concern, on 
his account, at ſuch a diſcovery, earneſtly 
wiſhing ſome method could be fallen on of 
diverting their daughter's affection from a 
worthleſs object, and giving it that direc- 
tion in his favour they had ſo much at 
heart. 


The merchant, bowing to the ground, 
thanked their Excellencies, and profeſſed 
he would do every thing in his power to 
deſerve their goodneſs ; ſaid he thought 
the affair of getting rid of ſuch an adven- 
turer, ſuffered no difficulty, that his own 
uncle was Corregidor of that very diftrict 
of the city where the Engliſhman lodged, 
and that, if they approved of it, he thought 
the ſureſt method would be to have him 
ſeized and ſecured in priſon, till the firſt 
opportunity of ſending him out of the 
country, and that, when he was gone, moſt 
probably the young Lady's affections would 
cool, and obey the mandates of her pa- 
rents, as all dutiful children ought. This 
propofal was warmly approved of, and the 

_ merchant 
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He accordingly went to his uncle, and 
explained the affair to him; after which 
the patrole of the diſtri was called to the 
Corregidor's houſe, and received the neceſ- 
ſary inſtructions for ſeizing Lord Freeman, 
with directions to lodge him in the military 
guard of the diſtrict till the morning, when 
the Corregidor would ha ve him removed to 
one of the private apartments in the priſon 
of the Limoeyro. | 


We had all dined that day in the coun- 
try, on a particular invitation, to ſee a 
Portugueſe comedy in the evening, which 
ſhall moſt aſſuredly be the ſubject of a fu- 
ture letter, ſo that it was midmght when 
we got back to town, and Donna Lucretia, 
in her confinement, had contrived to ap- 
priſe Lord Freeman and her couſin, by 
means of a black-lead pencil ſhe always 
carried with her, and a couple of leaves 
torn from her table-book, of what had 
happened in the family, and Lord Freeman 
was but juſt come home and undreſſing 
when a ſervant put a ſmall note into 
his hands, which contained the following 
words: 


. 
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* It is as I ſuſpected your friend the 
Colonel has diſcovered every thing to my 
father—He and my mother came into my 
apartment this forenoon, ſeized and exa- 
mined my papers, read your letters and the 
copies of my anſwers; nay, I declared to 
him, when in the height of his rage and 
paſſion, that I loved you alone, and that I 
would be your's, or retire to a Convent for 
life; and this laſt determination is to take 
place almoſt immediately : In the mean 
time I am ſo confined that there is hardly 
any poſſibility of acceſs to me, but I will 
try to ſend Father Jockelyn to you, and 
as he is a worthy man, I defire you will 
endeavour to gain him to your intereſt, 
if it be not already too late to attempt 
delivering, from a flavery worſe than 
death, 


« Your Faithful 
© LUCRETIA.” 


Freeman no ſooner peruſed the paper, 
than he called for his ſword, and went 
out in violent wrath, which, as ſoon as 
Timothy the Iriſh ſervant, then in bed, un- 
derſtood, he got up, dreſſed, and taking 
the ſame cudgel with which I knocked 
down the aſſaſſin, (and which Timothy 

| | | calls 
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calls his ſhillelah) he ſallied out after his 
maſter. 


When Colonel Priolet got home, he 
found a few lines from Miſs Welding, in- 
forming him of the confuſion in the Mar- 
quis's family, and was for a little time in 
doubt whether he ſhould wait on Freeman 
that night, to aſſure him he had no hand 
in the diſcovery; at laſt he reſolved to go, 
and met the other coming in queſt of 
him. Freeman immediately told him he 
was a raſcal, and defired him to draw. 
Priolet was beginning to exculpate himſelf, 
but the other was in too violent a paſſion, 
and told him he would call him coward, 
traitor, any thing, deſiring him to defend 
himſelf. Priolet, who found himſelf fo 
dangerouſly puſhed, was under the neceſ- 
ſity of defending his own life, and in ſo. 
doing gave Freeman, who ran furiouſly 
upon him, a dangerous wound, and diſ- 
armed him at the ſame time ; but in the 
ſcuffle, received himſelf a ſlight wound in 
the fleſhy part of his arm. At this moment 
the patrole hearing the noiſe and rattling 
of ſwords came in; and as ſoon as they 
knew who he was, two of them conducted 
Lord Freeman to the guard-houſe at the 
bottom of the ſtreet, as had been agreed 


Cn; 
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on; and as for Priolet, whom they knew, the 
patrole accompanied him to his lodgings, 
and, returning to their ſtation, were met 
by Timothy, Lord Freeman's ſervant, who 
had been ranging every where in ſearch of 
his maſter, and he atked them rather blunt- 
ly if they had ſeen any thing of him ? The 
Conſtable aſked him, in his turn, who his 
maſter was? telling him he neither knew, 
nor cared any thing about him or himſelf. 
Timothy ſwore by St. Patrick, that if they 
did not give an account of his maſter, he 
would murder them all in an inſtant. The 
patrole ſeeing him alone, and without arms, 
laughed at him, and aſked him where he 
had his education, that he did not know 
how to talk with more reſpect to the King's 
Officers? Timothy, in a rage, to be laugh- 
ed at, with the firſt ſtroke of his ſhillelah 
brought the Conſtable down, and a mo- 
ment after five or ſix more of them, ſo 
that the remainder conſulted their ſafety 
by flight : They were all armed with long 
ſwords under their cloaks, but, far from 
expecting ſuch a ſudden attack, had not 
time to produce their weapons, before they 
ſaw the Conſtable and ſo many of their 
comrades ſprawling. | 
Timothy ſeized the enemy's arms, and 
ſearching their ſide-pockets, took alſo a . 
Ver II. G g number 
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number of ſtabbing-knives he found there, 
and went home to enquire if his maſter was 
yet returned, and finding he was not, he 
ſet out for Mr. Priolet's, bearing with him 
the trophies of his victory, and arrived 
there at the moment the ſerjeant of the 
guard, whither Lord Freeman had been 
conducted, was by his deſire come to tell 
the Colonel he was there, and bleeding 
from a ſevere wound he had received. For- 
tunately that guard happened to be of 
Priolet's Regiment ; his own wound had juſt 
been dreſſed, and he inſtantly ſent the Sur- 
geon, (who was ſtill with him) the ſerjeant 
and Timothy, with directions to the Officer 
commanding the guard, to have Lord 
Freeman brought with all care to his quar- 
ters, to have his wound immediately dreſſ- 
ed, and that he ſhould be put to bed in an 
apartment he had ready for him. All 
which was done, and Timothy remained 
in the room with his maſter, curſing the 
Portugueſe, and affuring him he had al- 
ready revenged the inſult oftered him, and 
would ſtill take more ample ſatisfaction of 
them, not ſuſpecting his maſter and Priolet 
had had any difference. 


It was a very lucky circumſtance, that 


after the removal of the worthleſs Fa- 
| | ther 
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ther Dominick, (whom his Superiors im- 
mediately took care to ſend to another 
Convent of the Order, at a diſtance from 
the capital, whither they knew the news 
of his unlucky adventure was not likely to 
reach) the whole direction of the Pancorvo 
family fell into the hands of ſo good a man 
as Father Jockelyn ; he was perfectly reſ- 
pected by the heads of that family, and 
ſcarce any body but himſelf and the old 
maid ſervant were permitted acceſs to 
D. Lucretia in her confinement : Jockelyn 
loved and reſpected her, and as ſhe ſoon 
learned that Doctor Duncan's viſit had been 
the cauſe of the diſturbance, and not the 
interpoſition of Priolet, as ſhe had too raſh- 
ly concluded, ſhe entreated this good Con- 
feſſor to wait on Lord Freeman in her 
name, to rectify that piece of information, 
which he promiſed to do, and accordingly 
did next morning, when it was already too 


late. 


From Lord Freeman's lodgings, whither 
he firſt went about eight o'clock, Father 
Jockelyn was directed to Colonel Priolet's, 
where he deſired to be introduced to his 
Lordſhip; but this was refuſed till the Sur- 
geon ſhould firſt viſit him, and judge of 
his ſituation. When the Surgeon came, 

Gg 2 he 
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he found him feveriſh and low ; he had 
ſlept but little, and had, as it now appear- 
ed, loſt a great deal of blood; and he was 
of opinion, his Lordſhip ſhould remain 
quiet, and ſee nobody. But when Freeman 
underſtood Father Jockelyn was there 
to ſpeak with him, he inſiſted on his be- 
ing introduced ; and, immediately after 
Jockelyn's explaining the affair to him, 
he requeſted to ſee Colonel Priolet, who 
had juſt got up, after ſleeping well, his 
wound being ſlight and no way dangerous. 
Priolet attended the ſummons, and had 
hardly ſhut the room-door, when Freeman, 
as well as he could, began thus: Oh 
Priolet, how thall I begin to make you an 
apology, to beg you ten thouſand pardons 
for my worſe than madneſs ? but only put 
yourſelf in my ſituation—a man ruined 
and deprived of all that is dear to him in 
life, by one whom he had believed his 
faithful friend. Read this note I received 
laſt night from Donna Lucretia, and hear 
now what Father Jockelyn tells me of the 
inſidious behaviour of Doctor Duncan. 
Think, Priolet, what I muſt-feel after this, 
and tell me how I ſhall make reparation for 
the groſs injury I have done you *' 
Here the Surgeon interpoſed, ſaying, it was 
as much as Lord Freeman s life was worth, 


to 
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to continue talking ſo for the preſent, and 


begged the Gentlemen to leave him, which 
they accordingly did. 


Father Jockelyn and Priolet retired to 
another apartment, where, after explaining 
to the Father every circumſtance of the 
ſituation of the two diſtreſſed lovers, of 
Sector's agreement with the Archbiſhop, 
(at which the good Father held up his 
hands) of the deſign of murdering Lord 
Freeman, he laſtly produced the Act of 
Reſignation Sector had made of the Lady. 
This the Father begged he might be ſuffer- 
ed to take with him, aſſuring Priolet, that 
as matters then ſtood, he had little doubt of 
bringing the Marquis to reaſon, and the 
Lady too, which, he ſaid, he knew would 
be the moſt difficult taſk ; he promiſed 
Priolet, that, as ſoon as he ſucceeded in his 
deſign, he would wait on him, or, at leaſt, 
acquaint him of it. He reprobated the 
proceedings of the preſent Government, in 
practiſing that very abuſe of authority they 
had fo ſeverely cenſured in the late Admini- 
ſtration ; he ſaid, the utmoſt ſtretch of 
power in ſuch caſes, ought never go beyond 
preventing marriages they did not approve 
of; but that to compel two perſons to enter 
into ſuch a ſolemn engagement, againſt the 

| inclinations 
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inclinations of either of them, under the 
veil of whatever colourable pretexts, was, 
in reality, no other than the quinteſſence of 


deſpotic inſolence. 


Here I muſt cloſe this epiſtle, as my pa- 
per is entirely full; and as I ſee the ſequel 
of this detail wilt take up nearly as much 
more, it ſhall be the ſubject of another let- 
ter by next packet. 


Adieu. 


LE T- 


OY 
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LET TR 


Liſbon, 1779. 


Dear BROTHER, 


I SHALL continue the narrative of my 
laſt without any preamble to divert your 
attention. | 


At the ſame time Father Jockelyn was 
in conference with Priolet, Donna Lucretia, 
for the firſt time in her life, experienced 
real diſtreſs. The cruelty and miſbehaviour 
of her parents had hitherto no other effect 
on her firm and undaunted diſpoſition, but 
to excite her compaſſion of their miſtaken 
Judgment, much more than any ſpirit of 
reſentment for ſuch unjuſtifiable uſage. 
But Fame had already wafted the news of 
the duel of the preceding night early next 
morning abroad, and it had reached the 
ſervants of the Marquis's family, paint- 
ed in colours, as uſual, blacker than the 
truth: It was reported that Lord Freeman 
had remained upon the ground, and that 

| Priolet 
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Priolet was mortally wounded, and Lord 
Freeman's not returning that night to his 
own lodgings, lent an appearance of truth 
to the firſt part of the report. A duel in 
Liſbon 1s looked upon with horror, and as 
an action only compatible with the charac- 
ter of Heretics and Engliſhmen, who are 
deſperate and have no regard for their 
ſouls, nor conſideration for a future ſtate : 
They have no conception of two men in 
their ſenſes meeting fairly, in cool blood, 
with a purpoſe of killing each other ; and 
the ſame people, who conſider ſuch an ac- 
tion as a piece of unprincipled madneſs, 
are reduced, by the force of cuſtom, and a 
ſtill more falſe and depraved notion of the 
point of honor, often to juſtify and approve” 
the practice of treacherouſly ſtabbing, in 
an. unguarded moment, the perſon againſt 
whom they have taken offence with the 
ſharp-pointed knife they all carry about 
them; ſeldom to condemn it, and never 
to be ſhocked at it. 


The old ſervant maid and confident of 
the Marquis, (the ſame who betrayed the 
ſecret of Donna Lucretia's connexion with 
Lord Freeman to Captain Sector) ran up ' 
ſtairs with the news to her maſter, though 
in bed, and he had the barbarity to order 

her 
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her to carry the ſame to his daughter. 
Then it was that Donna Lucretia's fine ſpi- 
rits quite forſook her, and ſhe fainted upon 
the bed, from which ſhe had riſen a little 
before ; nor had the unfeeling maid the 
charity to aſſiſt her, but left her in that ſitua- 
tion till Father Jockelyn returning from 
Priolet's, requeſted to ſpeak with her. The 
' noiſe of their coming in brought her again 
to herſelf; ſhe looked wildly and earneſtly 
at him, and thought ſhe read a confirma- 
tion of the news in his countenance: * Alas! 
(ſaid ſhe) reverend Father, who in this 
world ſhall bring me relief in this diſtreſs, 
if you have none to offer me ?* The good 
man begged her to explain what ſhe meant. 
© Is he not dead, (ſaid ſhe) is not Lord 
Freeman murdered laſt night, by Colonel 
Priolet, all owing to my miſtake?* He im- 
mediately aſſured her it was falſe; aſked 
who told her ſuch an untruth? ſaid he had 
talked with him but a little before, that 
he had indeed been wounded, but was in a 
fair way of recovery. Then he is ſtill alive, 
(replied ſhe haſtily, getting on her knees) 
Lord Freeman lives. O bleſſed Providence! 
preſerve him, keep him fafe, and let all 
your reſentment fall only on me, for I am 


guilty and he is innocent. 


Vor II. Hh Father 
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Father Jockelyn begged her to be more 
compoſed, and to make uſe of her ordinary 
ſagacity and circumſpection, and ſaid, he 
doubted not but every thing would yet be 
well. She then informed him of the maid's 
behaviour, and the ſhocking manner of 
telling her the news. Jockelyn was greatly 
hurt at it, and at the recital of her father's 
cruelty, and aſſured her, he would take 
the firſt opportunity of expoſtulating with 
him; told her, that he reſpected her, pitied 
her, and would ſtand by her and Lord 
Freeman, as far as his influence could go. 


* Your marriage (added he) with that ex- 


cellent young man 1s already made in 
Heaven, and all attempts on earth to pre- 
vent it will be vain. I pretend not to the 
gift of prophecy, but I feel myſelf fo 
ſtrongly urged by every conſideration of 
fitneſs and propriety, that if you and Lord 


Freeman will only be patient, and perſe- 


vere with prudence, I think you muſt, in 
the end, obtain the accompliſhment of your 
wiſhes.” The young Lady thanked him, 
promiſed to reſign herſelf to his direction, 
begged he would talk with her parents, 
and endeayour to ſee Lord Freeman often. 


There was however till another violent 
ſhock in reſerve for my excellent friend 
| Freeman, 
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Freeman, and, thro' him, for his Lucretia. 
He had enjoyed the fineſt ſleep imaginable, 
almoſt ever ſince the morning that he had 
made the apology to his friend Priolet. 
The Surgeon on viſiting the wound found 
it had ſuppurated finely, and had every 
promiſing appearance; he was in good 
ſpirits, and the fever he had was very 
much abated, ſo that the Surgeon did not 
heſitate in pronouncing him out of danger, 
only adviting, that he ſhould ſtill keep 
quiet, and that his ſpirits ſhould not be agi- 
tated; but, good Heavens! how was it poſ- 
ſible to prevent it, on receiving a letter 
from his mother by the packet which came 
in that ſame evening? as ſoon as he peruſed 
it, he fetched a deep ſigh, and put it in my 
hands, as I was ſitting by his bed- ſide. It 
contained the following lines : 


* Your travelling through foreign parts, 

* has, I am apprehenſive, made you for- 
* get your parents at home. I have al- 
ready written you twice the dreadful 
* news; but, perhaps, you know not yet 
that I am now, alas! your only parent. 
Laſt Sunday evening your dear father 
breathed his laſt—tlns hand which writes 
* you cloſed his eyes, never more to open 
* till this ſyſtem is in ruins, and all Na- 
Hh 2 | * ture 


hes, BE. 
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© ture be diſſolved. It was, believe me, a 
* moſt affecting ſcene, and ſuch as your 
* generous heart could not have borne 
but with unutterable pain. Happy do 1 
* account you in being far diſtant from the 
* dreadful ſhock, With his dying breath 
he ſpoke of you, and charged me to aſ- 
* ſure you, that among the laſt of his 
petitions to Heaven, was, that you might 
ever be the peculiar care of an indulgent 
Providence. I have by laſt poſt ordered 
an unlimited credit to be remitted you to 
Liſbon, but I beſeech you return to 
England as quickly as poſſible, and re- 
lieve me in this deep affliction, now that 
I am deprived of the beſt of huſbands, 
as you are of the beſt of fathers.' 


* 
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He immediately burſt into a flood of 
tears. I did whatever I could to aſſuage 
his grief, and prevent the bad effects it 
might have upon his health, I trembled for 
the return of his fever, and ſent for Priolet, 
who happened not to be preſent. After he 
was a little more ecmpoſed, Freeman turn- 
ed to me and ſaid, Oh! Coltigan, tell me 
what 1s life with all its boaſted enjoyments, 
if by one fatal blow I am thus bereaved of 
the greateſt and the beſt? the company and 

inſtructions of him who was at once my fa- 


ther 
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ther and ſincereſt friend.“ I begged him to 
recollect he was a man, that he poſſeſſed 
the ſpirit, the courage and philoſophy of a 
Gentleman, and theſe it was now his duty 
to employ in ſupporting with becoming 
firmneſs, a ſtroke it was impoſſible now to 
avoid. Alas! (replied he) how vain and 
empty is all human happineſs? and ſince 
our days are to be thus chequered with 
ſuch a redundancy of loſſes and diſappoint- 
ments, I think it is fortunate that life itſelf 
is limited to ſo ſhort a period: Deprived of 
the matchleſs pleaſure of ſeeing and con- 
verſing with my deareſt Lucretia, now loſt 
to me, and ſhut up by the fanatiſm of a 
bigoted father—my own, the beſt of fa- 
thers, gone to thoſe regions from whence 
no tidings &er return: How is my fond 
flattering dream of life embittered now 
with ſuch piercing ſtrokes of adverſe for- 
tune, all falling on me at once, with a re- 
doubled weight of ſorrow ?” 


At this time Priolet entered, I ſhewed 
him the letter, and after peruſing it, he la- 
boured all he could to keep Freeman eaſy, 
entreating him, for the ſake of his own 
health, and of his dearer Lucretia, whole 
life depended on his, to be compoſed, and 
he promiſed he would. Priolet, without 


ſaying . 
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ſaying any thing, took a copy of the letter 
and deſpatched it to Father Jockelyn. We 
both remained in the room with Freeman 
that night, ſtretched on a couple of ſophas, 
and his ſleep, though interrupted by deep 
and heavy ſighs, had refreſhed him, for in 
the morning he appeared more relieved, 
and moderately chearful. 


We had ſcarcely finiſhed breakfaſt that 
morning, when word was brought in that 
Bernardo Soares Mendez da Coſta, the rich 
Jew merchant, was below and defired to ſee 
Lord Freeman. It was impoſſible for us to 
imagine what could procure him ſuch a vi- 
ſit, for we did not then know it was at this 
man's inſtigation that the patrole had ſo 
readily carried off Lord Freeman priſoner ; 
however, it was reſolved he thould be ad- 
mitted. After he came in, and the firſt com- 
pliments were over, he told Lord Freeman 
that he was a perſon in trade, and his 
partner in the fame, who is an Engliſh- 
man, being indiſpoſed, had requeſted him 
to come and acquaint his Lordſhip, that 
their correſpondents in London had by the 
packet which came in the evening before, 


ſent them directions, to furniſh him what 


monies he ſhould call for, as far as ten thou- 
ſand pounds, which they were ready to do; 
| but 
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but, he ſaid, they hoped he would have no 
immediate call for the whole ſum, for that 


they were themſelves cruelly preſſed with 


numberleſs large outſtanding debts, eſpe- 
_ clally among the Nobility, whom they had 
in vain attempted to proſecute in the Courts 
of Juſtice, where their own brothers, uncles 
or other near relations were Judges or Aſ- 
ſeſſors. Priolet and he then entered into 
converſation about particular Noblemen 
they were both acquainted with, and among 
others Pancorvo's name was brought up. 
Freeman aſked him if that Nobleman owed 
him any money? the other anſwered in the 
affirmative, adding, that he deſpaired of 
ever ſeeing a farthing of it. Freeman wiſh- 
ed to know how much it was? the mer- 
chant ſaid he could not recollect exactly, 
but that the receipts he had of him would 
vouch for it. , On taking his leave, Freeman 
begged the merchant to deliver all the re- 
ceipts he had of money lent to the Mar- 
quis of Pancorvo to Mr. Priolet, whom he 
prayed to go with him for that purpoſe, 
and to diſcount the amount of them from 
the credit he had on him ; the merchant 
expreſſed great ſatisfaction with theſe di- 
rections, and ſaid he would carry them into 
immediate execution. 


When 
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When Priolet returned, he produced a- 
bove two hundred paltry little receipts of 
money advanced by the Jew, in ſmall quan- 
tities and at different times, (with intereſt 
and compound intereſt regularly charged 
upon each) to the amount of very nearly 
nineteen thouſand Crowns. Lord Freeman 
begged him to pack them up together, and 
ſend them to Donna Lucretia to diſpoſe of 
as ſhe thought 1 2 which he immediate- 
ly did. 


Two days more elapſed, and we began 
to be impatient at not ſeeing Father Jocke- 
lyn, nor even hearing from him ; but on 
the day following we received a note, ſig- 
nifying that he deſired to fee Mr. Priolet 
and myſelf at the Marquis's exactly at 
twelve: We accordingly attended, and were 
conducted to the Father's own apartment, 
where he begged us to be ſeated, and then 
gave us the detail of the conflicts and bat- 
tlings he had with the two noble perſona- 
ges, before he could reduce them to reaſon, 
the Lady particularly, who was by far the 
moſt obſtinate : He ſaid, that making uſe 
of that authority his profeſſion and the con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of his duty gave him 
over her, he had reprimanded her for her 
| unjuſt and unfeeling behaviour to her 
daughter, 
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daughter, and for not reſtraining, by the 
influence he knew ſhe had over her huſband, 
thoſe violent ſallies of paſſion he was ſo apt 
to fall into: He farther told us, the greateſt 
ſtruggle he always experienced in the ſpiri- 
tual direction of his noble penitent conſiſted 
in repreſſing the burning and intemperate 
zeal ſhe was ever too forward to exhibit in 
the cauſe of holy Church, and whatever 
ſhe judged to be the ſervice of God: her 
conſtant theme and general reply was, the 
Church, the Church the authority of the 
Church was abſolute and infallible, and 
above all Law, Scripture and Tradition; 
that ſhe had a compulſive power to make 
ſtubborn finners bend to the yoke; that the 
Council of Trent was a holy Council, 
directed by the ſpirit of God, and that it re- 
pudiated ſuch marriages, as that propoſed 
for her daughter, and that, unleſs Lord 
Freeman turned Catholic ſhe could never 
give her conſent to it, and even if he did, 
ſhe ſaid, it would be ſtill impracticable, on 
accoupt or her Majeſty's pleaſure being al- 
ready ſignified to them in that reſpect, and 
from which it was impoſlible to . depart, 
were they ever ſo much inclined to it. 


I replied to her (continued this conſcien- 
tious Prieſt) by obſerving, that her zeal 
Vol. II. EY: was 
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was not according to knowledge, that ſhe 
laboured under a groſs miſtake, if ſhe 
thought that either the publication of the 
bleſſed Goſpel, or its continuation in its pri- 
mitive purity, ever depended on compul- 
ſion, or on the feeble arm of fleſh; that ſuch 
injudicious zeal in a good cauſe, was exactly 
what had all along done it ſo much diſſer- 
vice; that it was impious once to ſuppoſe 
the Omnipotent Founder of the Chriſtian 
Religion would ever abandon what he 
himſelf had eſtabliſhed; that to diſlike or 
perſecute any perſon for any difference of 
opinion in religion, or to force him to re- 
nounce that opinion, without the fulleſt in- 
terior conviction, was to fly directly in the 
face of the moſt ſolemn precept the Son of 
God has left us, which is that of love and 
charity to all men, even to our very ene- 
mies: I told them both, that their behavi- 
our to their daughter was ſo extraordinary 
and unexampled, that if they perſiſted in it, 
they were under a mortal fin, from which 
it would be impoſſible for me to abſolve 
them, for that ſuch obſtinacy rendered it of 
the deepeſt dye; that therefore, they muſt 
recur for abſolution to higher powers, be- 
cauſe I trembled at the thoughts of proſti- 
tuting the Sacrament of Penance in ſuch a 


manner; that inſtead of returning daily 
| thanks 
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thanks to the Almighty, for having given 
them ſuch an accompliſhed daughter, they 
were ungrateful in the higheſt degree, for 
ſuch a diſtinguiſhing mark of his goodneſs : 
That with reſpect to the intimation which 
had been given of her Majeſty's pleaſure, 
that plea was now of no force, for that I 
had in my poſſeſſion a formal Act of Reſig- 
nation of all pretenſions to the young Lady, 
on the part of the perſon her Majeſty was 
pleaſed to deſtine for their daughter. This 
paper I delivered into the Marquis's hand, 
and was glad to ſee both him and the Lady 
peruſe it with the moſt evident marks of 
ſurpriſe. I alſo requeſted that D. Lucretia 
might be releaſed from the dark hole into 
which they had thruſt her, and reſtored to 
her own apartment, leaving them for that 
day to reflect on what I had ſaid, which I 
plainly perceived had made impreſſion. 


The Marquis went that ſame afternoon 
to the Palace with Captain Sector's paper, 
obtained an audience of the Archbiſhop and 
preſented it to him. After reading it with 
attention, he ſaid that ſuch being the caſe, 
her Majeſty had no objection to his daugh- 
ter's marrying whoever he judged proper. 
When the.Marquis returned in the evening 
Donna Lucretia had her liberty, and when 


11 2 ſhe 
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ſhe came before her parents, they even 
made a ſort of apology to their daughter, 


who kifled their hands, begged their bleſ- 
ſing and melted into tears, 


The next forenoon, which was yeſterday, 

I attacked them again when the young 
Lady was preſent ; we had very long argu- 
ments, though I found it eaſy to anſwer all 
their objections, of which I ſhall not now 
trouble you with the recital, At laſt, the 
Marquis ſaid to me, Do you really appre- 
hend, Father, there is no fin, no real dan- 
ger in allowing my daughter to marry a 
perſon brought up in the Engliſh perſua- 
ſion? will it not be looked upon by the ſtrict 
thinking people as a—— Without giving 
him time to finiſh his ſentence, I replied to 
him, * By this ſacred habit which I wear, 
Sir, your ignorance aſtoniſhes me ! and I 
did not imagine you had been ſo ill inform- 
ed: Are you yet to learn that it is a point 
of pious policy in our Church, to authoriſe 
ſuch marriages as ſhe does, in hopes the 
charms of the fair ſex may bring over the 
| huſbands to the ſame belief, as experience 
has often ſhewn to be the caſe, and who 
ever bid fairer for doing ſo than the young 
Lady preſent ? Sir, the gaining over a fa- 
mily of Lord Freeman's conſequence, will 
9 85 be 
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be a gracious and moſt acceptable offering 
in the preſence of God, it will be a ſignal 


piece of ſervice done to the Church, and a 


moſt meritorious work in the eyes of all 
the faithful ; beſides, Sir, all the circum- 
ſtances of the reciprocal and honorable af- 
fection between Lord Freeman and this 
young Lady, the whole riſe and progreſs 
whereof I am now well informed of, and 
which they ſo earneſtly deſire to ſanctify 
by the holy ſacrament of matrimony, in- 
dicate plainly, as with a rod, the will of 
the Almighty in the diſpoſal of your daugh- 
ter, and it would therefore be criminal, 
highly criminal in you or your Lady any 
longer to oppofe it.“ To this argument 
they both then anſwered with one voice, 
* Then let the will of the Almighty be 
done.' | 


But what followed appeared to me till 
more like the intervention of a particular 
Providence, for yeſterday, at the time we 
were ſettling this buſineſs, a ſervant brought 
word that Carlos Soares da Coſta from the 
Brazils begged to ſpeak with the Marquis, 
who could not recollect any perſon of that 
name he was acquainted with. However, 
he ordered him to be introduced, and was 
ſurpriſed beyond meaſure to ſee a perſon, 

who 


__— — & - — 
— - — 


<—_ 1 1 * * 


246 SKETCHES Or 


who he had been aſſured by that perſon's 
own brother, was dead a twelvemonth be- 
fore: it was no other than the elder bro- 
ther of Bernardo Soares Mendez da Coſta, 
who had given him out for dead in the 
Brazils, and ſhewed a forged copy of his 
will, by which he had left him a great for- 
tune, all with a view to ſupport his own 
credit on the Exchange here. This man 
likewiſe informed the Marquis, that on in- 
{pecting his brother's accounts, he found he 
had ſquandered at play almoſt all the mo- 
ney and value of the effects he had been 
remitting him home for years before ; that 
ſince his arrival he had been aſſured his 
brother was on the point of marrying his 
daughter, for which reaſon he had taken 
the liberty of waiting on him, to acquaint 
him of his real ſituation, and prevent him 
from involving the Marquis, or any of his 
family in misfortunes of his own creating. 
They all expreſſed to him how ſenſible 
they were of his kindneſs and friendſhip in 
thus adviſing them. | 


When this man was gone the Marquis 
expreſſed great uneaſineſs, ſo much that I 
remarked it to his Lady, and told himſelf, 
that if he ever had an intention of marry- 
ing his daughter to that man's brother, he 
ought 
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ought much rather to rejoice at ſuch a 
lucky eſcape. There is, Sir, (faid I to him) 
often an unſeen, a kind conducting hand 
which directs our courſe involuntarily, and 
preſerves us from danger in ſpite of our- 
ſelves, and ſuch, I think, is this accident, 
which has happened you this moment. 
The Marchioneſs whiſpered me her huſ- 
band's uneaſineſs proceeded from conſide- 
rable ſums of money he owed this Bernardo 
Soares, who would now certainly call on 
him for it, as his affairs were in ſo bad a 
ſituation. On this, Donna Lucretia, who 
. overheard what her mother ſaid, told her 
that her father did not owe him a farthing; 
the Marchioneſs deſired her to be quiet, for 
that ſhe was not acquainted with the cir- 
cumſtances ; the young Lady aſſured her 
ſhe was, and produced all her father's re- 
celpts, tied up in a ſilk handkerchief. This 
ſurpriſed us all again, -for I at that time 
knew nothing of it ; above all the Marquis 
ſeemed aſtoniſhed, till D. Lucretia explained 
how ſhe came by them. The Marquis then 
went and embraced his daughter, and I ſaw 
the tears trickling down his cheeks, as he 
ſat down again, fetching a deep ſigh, and 


pronounced theſe words, * Ah! ſempre ſad 


Inglezes, they always behave like Engliſh- 
men. | 
To 
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To conclude, Gentlemen, they are now 
as well diſpoſed for the marriage, as they 
were before averſe to it; they are waiting 
for you, to ſettle all the circumſtances, 
knowing you both to be Lord Freeman's 
intimate and boſom friends; but I thought, 
before you ſaw them, it was neceflary to 
give you this previous information. 


Father Jockelyn then uſhered us into the 
apartment where they were. They were 
extremely gracious, and enquired particu- 
larly concerning the ſtate of Lord Freeman's 
health; every thing was arranged to our 
mutual ſatisfaction, and we almoſt flew 
back to Freeman with the news. A ſud- 
den gleam of joy overſpread his face, and 
he has recovered ſurpriſingly every day 
ſince ; he walks about in his apartment, 
though the Surgeon will not yet venture 
him abroad. Donna Lucretia—but I muſt 
reſerve a paragraph or more for that angel 
to herſelf; all I ſhall ſay of her here is, 
that ſhe has made her couſin Miſs Welding 
come and live with her, till the day of their 
marriage, and we viſit them now frequent- 
ly. They will be married in about five 
weeks hence, ſoon after which I think we 
ſhall all embark for Old England. Adieu. 


LET; 
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LT TRAIL 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BROTHER, 


When I promiſed in a former letter to 
give you an account of a theatrical repre- 
ſentation we had been preſent at, the even- 
ing which preceded all our confuſion, I did 
not then imagine I ſhould be able to join to 
it the account of a real farce I have ſeen 
performed by this whole Court ſince, which 
in ridicule and burleſque, exceeds, in my 
opinion, every thing the groſſeſt of all far- 
cical performances ever produced, in the 
groſſeſt times, upon a theatre. 


There is no public theatre here at preſent, 
the pious Queen not chuſing to permit ſuch 
a ſchool of immorality in a public manner, 
much leſs would ſhe ſuffer women to exhi- 
bit on the ſtage, were it open, being of opi- 
nion, that permitting women thus to act in 
public, would have too much the appear- 
ance of patronizing the favourite vice of 
her country; for the principal object is to 

Vor II. K k obviate 
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obviate public ſcandal, and this agrees with 
vw hat I have mentioned on former occaſions, 
as well as with a ſtanding advice the old 
Fryars in this eountry are ever giving to the 
young ones, fi non caſte, tantummodo caute, if 
you cannot be chaſte, at leaſt be cautious.” 
Accordingly the wits here ſay, her Majeſty, 
by virtue of her abſolute authority, may 
prevent the women from acting in public, 
but, they thank God, it is not in her power 
to prevent them from playing their parts 
in private. 


It was on occaſion of the anniverſary of 


a marriage, that we were invited to dine, 


as well as the Brittth Envoy and feveral o- 
ther perſons of note at a Nobleman's coun- 
try-houſe, about fix miles from hence, 
where there was a numerous company aſ- 
ſembled. During dinner, and efpectally the 
deſert, which was elegant, the Motes, and 
the Glozas * flew about the room in abun- 
dance; among others, two grave and learn- 
ed Fryars, laying aſide the ufual aufterity 
of their behaviour, ſeemed entirely devoted 
to wit, mirth and good humour, and one of 
them even plyed his glaſs ſo heartily that 
the effects of it were perfectly viſible before 
the deſert was over, and before the whole 


* For the explanation of a Mote and a Genn, ſee 
next letter. 


company 
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company roſe from table his Reverence was 
led reeling to bed, a ſight many of the 
company appeared to be extremely ſhocked] 
at, being here ſo very uncommon ; the 
men at dinner drink fine cold water in abun- 
dance, and ſeldom above two half glaſſes 
of wine, and as for the Ladies, ſcarce any 
of them knows the taſte of it: A drunk- 
ard is held in contenipt and deteſtation, 
and the very appellation of ( Bebado) drunk- 
ard, ſeriouſly applied, is reckoned equal to 
the bittereſt term of reproach that can be 
beſtowed in the Engliſh language; on the 
contrary, nothing is more common among 
friends and acquaintance in converſation, 

than to give and receive the lie recipro- 
cally, in ſerious as well as jocular diſ- 
courſe, without any fort of offence being 
taken. Such are the oppoſite cuſtoms of 
different nations, even in our limited Con- 
tinent of Europe, and this ſhould teach us 
not to be ſurpriſed at finding a ſtill greater 
difference when we look farther abroad into 
the world. And here I muſt ſubjoin an 
anecdote I was only acquainted with.a few 
days ago by an old and reſpectable Engliſh 
merchant of this place, to whom I happen- 
ed to pay a forenoon viſit, as I think it 
comes in ſomewhat to the purpoſe. 


Ck :- We 
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We were leaning over the balcony of his 
apartment, converſing about indifferent 
matters, when the old Gentleman deſired 
me to remark a ſtout big man coming on 
horſeback, he was dreſſed in a ſcarlet uni- 
form with very broad gold lace; he looked 
fierce, haughty and ſtiff as he went along, 
obſerving all the rules of equitation with a 
ſcrupulous nicety. I ſuppoſe (ſaid I to my 
friend) he is a Fidalgo and a General Offi- 
cer. You are right, (replyed he) ſit down 
and you ſhall hear. During the war in 1762, 
that Gentleman raiſed a troop of horſe for 
the ſervice at his own expence, and in re- 
turn he then obtained the rank of Captain 
in the Army; having ſeveral good horſes 
in his troop, there was a fine Spaniſh one 
particularly, for which Major Luttrell, of 
Colonel Burgoyne's Engliſh Regiment of 
Light Dragoons then ſerving here, took a 
fancy, and was deſirous of purchaſing him: 
They accordingly entered on a bargain be- 
fore witneſſes, and it was agreed he was to 
have the horſe the ſame evening for ſixty 
moidors; but before evening came the Cap- 
tain changed his mind, and ſent the Major 
word he could not let him have the horſe, - 
unleſs he advanced conſiderably beyond the 
price agreed on. Major Luttrell, juſtly pro- 
voked at ſuch a glaring breach of integrity, 

Went 
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went with his Interpreter to wait on the 
Captain, telling the Interpreter before hand, 

that though he could not ſpeak the lan- 
guage of the country, yet he underſtood it 
ſo well as to know if he interpreted faith- 
fully whatever he ſhould tell him in Engliſh, 
and ſwearing, that if he did not, he would 
inſtantly run him through the body. When 
they came to the Captain, Major Luttrell 


aſked him if he had not agreed in the fore- 


noon to ſell him ſuch a horſe at ſuch a 
price ? To which the other readily anſwered 
in the affirmative. He then aſked him why 
he now receded from his bargain ? The Cap- 
tain ſaid, he had receded from it becauſe 
the horſe was too cheap, and that he would 
not part with him unleſs he gave him 
_ eighty, inſtead of ſixty moidors. Major 
Luttrell now ordered his Interpreter to tell 
the Captain, that by his infamous behavi- 
our he had ſhewn himſelf to be a lyar, a 


raſcal and a ſcoundrel. The Captain at this 


ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and replied to 
to the Interpreter, he was ſorry the Gentle- 
man ſhould take offence where none was 
intended; but faid, he would part with 
his horſe on no other terms. On finding this, 
the Major directed the Interpreter to ac- 
quaint the Captain, that in France or Eng- 


land, if it happened that one Officer beſtow- 


ed 
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ed on another ſuch epithets as he had juſt 
done on him, the Officer ſo groſsly inſulted 
muſt and certainly would directly call the 
other out and fight him. 


The Captain, ſtill preſerving his /ang 
froid, replied to the Interpreter very delibe- 
rately, that what the Gentleman ſaid might 
be very true, for what he knew to the con- 
trary, but that he as yet ſaw no good rea- 
ſon for prefering the practice of Foreigners 
in the preſent inſtance to that of his own 
country; that if he conſidered himſelf as 
affronted, he ſhould never be ſuch a fool or 
a madman, as by calling out his antagoniſt, 
to offer him an equal chance of taking his 
own life, while he knew of a ſafer and 
more certain method of obtaining ſuch ſatis- 
faction as he ſhould judge adequate to the 
affront received. In other words, * by 
ſtabbing him unaware, or by hiring aſſaſ- 
ſins to do ſo.'—Such is the point of honor 
in this high-ſpirited country. 


} 
k 


But to return to the dramatical entertain- 
ment — The theatre was neatly fitted up, 
but entirely in the ſame taſte. with their 
Churches and Chapels ; every thing was 
covered with crimſon damaſk, the curtains 
and draperies were of the ſame ſtuff, and 


ornamented with a profuſion of mock lace, 
both 
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both of gold and ſilver. A conſiderable 
deal more of company attended in the e- 
vening than we had ſeen at dinner, and the 
front rows of the boxes were full of Ladies, 
who looked charmingly, and ſeemed to be 
there in the proper point of view. Their 
hair was done up in a wonderful variety of 
plaits and braids, with a great degree of 
taſte, and without caps, but a quantity of 
beautiful flowers, both natural and artifi- 
cial, ſupplied their place, and were richly 
intermixed with ſprigs of diamonds, beſides 
many breaſt-knots, ſolitaires and pendants 
of the ſame and other precious ſtones. Lord 
Freeman looked every where for his miſ- 
treſs, but ſhe did not appear, though the 
family had been alſo invited; but on ac- 
count of the diſturbance Doctor Duncan 
raifed that day, had ſent their excuſe. The 
performers were moſtly of the profeſſion 
brought from Liſbon for the occafion, and 
our entertainment conſiſted of three parts: 

The firſt was a Portugueſe comedy, inter- 
mixed with ſome very extraordinary fing- 
ing; the ſecond was a moſt uncommon 
medley, but which 1 underftood better, as 
I had formerly ſeen ſomething like it in a 
puppet-ſhow at Madrid; the laſt was called 
a wah farce, or Entremez, in which the 
actors 


256 SKETCHES OF 


actors attempted to ſpeak Spaniſh, but did 
it wretchedly. 


The performers had a way of drawling 
out their words, and ſpeaking through the 
noſe, ſo much more than I have perceived 
in ordinary converſation here, that I con- 
feſs I loſt much of the wit and ſalt of the 
firſt part, and even many of the ſentences 
and the thread of the plot, if it had any. 
One thing I remarked was, that the laugh 
was chiefly kept up by the ſmut 'and re- 
partees of an old woman, who was  em- 
ployed as a procureſs, or go between, and 
every time ſhe opened her mouth was fol- 
lowed with burſts of applauſe. One ſcene 
I particularly noticed was, that, where a 
young countryman, deeply ſmitten with 
the charms of one of the ladies of the piece, 
took to bed, the uncle in great conſterna- 
tion, ſends for a Phyſician, who appears at 
the patient's bedſide, feels his pulſe, and 
makes him put out his tongue, on which 
he makes ſome witty remarks, though not 
very decent : he afterwards aſks the pa- 
tient where his chief complaint lay? The 
patient replies, that he has had violent 
pains in his ſtomach and bowels, but that 
ſince he had a hearty fit of b—lch—g a 
little before, he was much eaſier. This in- 

decent 
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decent joke produced a hearty laugh. The 


' Phyſician then aſks the uncle what was the 


complexion of his nephew's urine ? The old 
man begs his honor's pardon, and tells him 
as he was not book learned, he did not un- 
derſtand the queſtion. The other then bawls 
into the uncle's ear, How is your nephew 
in regard to his p—ſ-ng?” A univerſal clap 
of applauſe, with the repetition of Bravo ! 
Bravo! announced how much the company 
were ſatisfied with this delicate ſally of wit. 
But my eyes were particularly fixed upon 
Donna Guiomar, a prodigious fat Lady, 
who ſat immediately before me; I think 1 
have never ſeen ſo corpulent a woman, who 
appeared to be ſo young, and I really ex- 
pected ſhe would have gone into convul- 
ſions with laughing on the occaſion ; with 
one hand ſhe clapt a large fan ſhe held in it 
on her face, and with the other ſtuck in her 
ſide, ſhe laid back in the eaſy chair on 
which ſhe ſat under me; as I ſtood behind 
her in the box, I ſaw her overgrown full 
neck, which was uncovered and prevented 
from ſtarting over by a large riſing circum- 
ference of ſtays which oppoſed themſelves, 
heaving and undulating for a long time, 
like the waves of the ſea, after being agi- 
tated by a ſtorm, and which was to me a 

Vol. II. L1. proof * 
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proof ſhe was perfectly well pleaſed with 
her entertainment. 


The next piece was more comprehenſive, 
and included more important ſcenes of ac- 
tion, beginning as it ought to do, with the 
creation of the world: Here we ſaw the 
(Padre Eterno) Eternal Father, with a long 
white beard, deſcend in a cloud, with a great 
number of lights and angels about him, and 
give orders for the creation of the world; 
over his head was drawn an equilateral tri- 
angle, as an emblem of the Trinity. 


The next ſcene preſented us with the ſer- 
pent tempting Eve to eat the apple, and, 
his Infernal Majeſty the Prince of Darkneſs, 
paſſed the moſt exaggerated encomiums on 
her beauty, in order to engage her to eat, 
which, as ſoon as ſhe had done, and had 
made Adam do the ſame, there came a ter- 
rible ſtorm of thunder and lightning, in the 
midſt of which we had a dance of Infernal 


Spirits, with the Devil in the middle, all 


in high glee, and congratulating their Mo- 
narch on the ſucceſs of his ſcheme againſt 
mankind; the Devil was drefled in black, 
with ſcarlet ſtockings, long ruffles, the frill 
of his ſhirt, a broad lace on his hat, and a 
large feather in it, all of the ſame colour. 


While they were exceedingly well * 
with 
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with their dance, a voice from behind the 
ſtage pronounces, in a loud and ſolemn 
tone, the word FESUS, on which the whole 
company of Devils ſunk immediately under 
the ſtage through trap-doors, from which 
flames and black ſmoke were ſeen riſing, 
till they were ſhut. 


As ſoon as the ſcene was ſhifted, the 
Eternal Father was ſeen again deſcending, 
but now in great wrath, and without any 
lights or angels attending him. He imme- 
diately called for Noah, who, it ſeems, was 
ready in waiting, telling him he was ſo pro- 
voked by the wickedneſs of mankind, that 
he was reſolved to drown them all together, 
and ſaid he was heartily vexed that he had 
taken the trouble of creating ſuch a ſet of 
ungrateful ſcurvy fellows. But here the 
plety of Noah interceded in their favour, 
and, at laſt, it was agreed that Noah ſhould 
build an Ark, according to the directions 
the Eternal Father gave him ; he therefore 
orders Noah to go to the King's dockyard 
in Liſbon, and call John Gonſalves (which 
is the- name of the preſent Maſter Builder 
here) whom he deſired Noah to employ, 
under his own inſpection in the work, aſ- 
ſuring him he preferred John Gonſalves's 
method, to thoſe of all their boaſted French 

0:18: -- and 
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and Englith Builders, (this compliment to 
the nation produced a great clap of appro- 
bation from the audience) after which the 


Eternal Father went up again to Heaven, 
and Noah to build his Ark. 


Let no ſnarling French critic henceforth 
cavil with your Shakeſpeare, for the irre- 
gularity of his hiſtorical plays, which only 
included the ſmall period of twenty or 
thirty years, which vaniſh into a point 
when compared to the diſtance of time be- 
tween the Creation and the Flood, or be- 
tween this laſt and the following ſcene of 
our piece, which conſiſted of a converſation 
between St. Chriſtopher, (a Giant) our 
Saviour, who was repreſented as a very 
pretty boy of about ten or twelve years old, 
but very poorly dreſſed, and the Devil, 
whom I readily knew again, having the 
ſame dreſs he appeared in before. The 
Devil complains grievouſly to the Saint of 
the irreparable miſchief the coming of 
Chriſt had done to himſelf and his king- 
dom, ſaid, that he could now ſcarcely put 
down his foot on any corner of the Earth 
without meeting with Chriſtians and Saints. 
He aſked the Saint what ſort of conſcience 
his maſter had, that he was for taking all 
to himſelf, and would leave him nothing, 


though 
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though he muſt be ſenſible, it was much 
more the fear of him than any love for his 
antagoniſt, that made ſo many Chriſtians, 
and deſired the Saint might introduce him 
to Chriſt, ſo that they might ſettle their 
affairs in an amicable manner ? Saint 
Chriſtopher replied, he did not really know 
where to find Jefus Chriſt at preſent, but 
ſaid, he believed he was with his father 
and mother in the city of Heliopolis, in 
Egypt. The Devil ſaid he had not time to 
go ſo far that night, but, that he thought 
the little boy the Saint had there with him, 
very much reſembled Jeſus Chriſt, to the 
beſt of his remembrance, when he ſaw him 
once at a diſtance about ſeven hundred 
years before, going into the Temple at 
Jerufalem. The Saint aſſured him he was 
not Chriſt, and the little boy himſelf de- 
clared, that ſo far from it, he was only the 
ſon of a poor Carpenter of Nazareth, who, 
with the ſweat of his forehead, had much 
trouble to earn wherewith to buy a couple 
of pilchards and a bit of brown bread for 
himſelf and his mother to eat. 


After this, St. Chriſtopher and the Devil 
had a long converſation upon the nature of 
the Trinity ; and this laſt concluded, 1t 
was upon the whole ſuch an intricate con- 

tradictory 
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tradictory piece of buſineſs, that he con- 
feſſed he could not comprehend it. Upon 
this the Saint very familiarly tells the Devil 
he muſt be a great blockhead, (hum pedago 
d' Aſno) a piece of an aſs literally, for that 
not hing was more ſelf-evident and intelli- 
gible, adding, that he would make it ſo 
even to him in an inſtant. On this he took 
up with his left hand the ſkirt of his own 
gown or habit, and making a fold of a part 
of it with his right, ſaid, here is one; then 
making another fold, ſaid, here are two; 
and making a third, aſked him, if that was 
not three? and the other anſwering in the - 
affirmative, the Saint dropped the three 
folds, and ſtretched out all that part of his 
garment in one piece between his hands, 
without any folds; and the Devil, after 
ſuch a palpable demonſtration, now ac- 
knowledged that he clearly underſtood the 
nature of the Trinity. 


This matter being diſcuſſed, the little boy 
begged St. Chriſtopher to carry him on his 
ſhoulder over a deep and rapid river run- 
ning cloſe by them, to which the Saint con- 
ſented, though the Devil cautioned him 
how he meddled with that little boy, of 
whom he ſtil] had his doubts, as to who he 
really was. However, the Saint took him 


up, 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 263 


up; but before he got to the middle of the 
river, he was ready to ſink under the enor- 
mous load, and began to call out, at which 
the Devil laughed heartily, and aſked him 
why he would not follow his advice ? The 
boy ſaid to the Saint while on his ſhoulder 
in the river, * If Atlas formerly found the 
welght of the Poles of this world, a load he 
could hardly bear, no wonder Chriſtopher, 
that though a Giant, you ſhould find me 
much heavier, who am the Creator not on- 
ly of this world, but of the Sun, the Moon 
and all the planetary ſyſtem.” On the boy's 
| ſaying this, the Saint found himſelf an 
aneouſly telieved, and on ſetting him down 
on the other ſide, he fell on his knees to wor- 
ſhip him, and then making the ſign of the 
croſs over the water upon the Devil, the 
Prince of Darkneſs immediately vaniſhed 
into flame and ſmoke, leaving a ſtrong ſul- 
phureous ſmell behind him. 


This piece concluded with a ſcene, which 
is a conſtant favourite with the people of 
this country : It was a converſation of ſome 

gallants with their Nuns at the parlour 
_ grate of a Convent. After many bombaſt 
aſſeverations of love and attachment, inter- 
ſperſed with double entendre on both ſides, 


the Ladies deſire the Gentlemen to entertain 
them 
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them with a dance, which they did, by 
dancing the fofa, two and two to the Gui- 
tar, and afterwards another dance ſtill 
more indecent and obſcene, only practiſed 
by the black men and women of Liſbon, 
and this laſt part of the entertainment eſ- 
pecially went off with great applauſe. 


The ſcene of the after-piece lay in a 
Spanith Cobler's ſhop, the Cobler at work 
with his wife by him, (who was rather 
handſome) and two of their goſſips, the one- 
a Bernardine, and the other a Franciſcan 
Fryar, who were from time to time caſting 
a leering eye at the wife, but were at the 
ſame time engaged in a deep diſpute, in 
which the Cobler took a ſerious part : One 
of the learned Fryars inſiſted there could 
exiſt matter without form, the other was 
as ſtrenuous in ſupporting the contrary o- 
pinion, ſaying, that matter and form were 
inſeparable, to which the Cobler himſelf 
alſo adhered, while his wife ſeemed pru- 
dently to embrace the opinions cf both her 
goſſips. Mean time a young Buck (Maxo) 
enters the ſhop, and deſires the Cobler to 
mend the ſtrap of his ſhoe-buckle which he 
had torn in walking. The Cobler calls to 
his wife Maria, to know what money was 
in the houſe? Maria replied that ſhe had 

a (Pezo 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 265 


a (Pezo duro) piece of eight, and ſeven 
royals. The Cobler then turns to the Buck, 
and aſks him if he was not aſhamed to deſire 
him to work for him, when he heard he 
had ſo much money in the houſe, and 

told him he might get his ſtrap mended 
where he pleaſed, for that he would work 
for no man while he was ſo rich? The 
diſpute concerning matter and form ſtill 
went on and became warm, (by the way 
you muſt know the words materia and 
forma in Spaniſh, ſignify matter and form, 
and that the word forma alſo ſignifies a 
ſhoemaker's laſt) the party, who inſiſted 
matter could exiſt without form, was very 
obſtinate, without producing one good rea- 
ſon for it. The Cobler was particularly: 
provoked on ſeeing this, and ſaid, he would 
ſoon convince him; ſo, riſing from his 
tripod in a rage, and taking up his laſt or 
form, he threw it with ſuch force at his 
_ antagoniſt, as made a large cut on his fore- 
head. Now, (ſaid the Cobler, exulting) 
after what my form has done, I'll anſwer 
for it, there will be produced matter in 
abundance.* This turn of wit raiſed great 
applauſe in the Houſe, after which the Cob- 
ler, the two Fryars, the Maxo and Maria, 
being, it ſeems, each provided with a lea- 
ther ſtrap or thong, began beating each 
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other about the ſtage, to the entertainment 
of the company, and which is the manner 
in general in which the Spaniſh after- pieces 
end. 


But, however abſurd, ridiculous and 


monſtrous theſe farces may be, it muſt be 
remembered they are but repreſentations 
calculated to amuſe the vulgar, always beſt 
pleaſed with whatever appears moſt crude, 
incredible and gigantic; beſides, even in 
the beſt theatrical repreſentations, there are 
too often many circumſtances which re- 
mind the ſpectator they are but pictures of 
life, the abſurdities whereof can never ſtrike 
half ſo much ſurpriſe, nor affect any of the 
other paſſions near ſo ſtrongly, as When we 
ſee the ſame things happen in real life. A 
ſhort account of what I have very lately 
ſeen paſs here, under my own eye, will, I 
doubt not, ſupport the propriety of this ob- 
ſervation. 


Some thieves having lately broken into a 
country Church about four leagues from 
this, and rummaging about in the dark for 
plate and other plunder among the Altars, 


they happened to overturn or break open a 


Pix, which contained ſeveral conſecrated 
wafers, which were found next morning 
ſtrewed about on the ground near the Altar, 

and 
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and ſome of them were miſſing, which was 
reckoned ſtill a greater misfortune. When 
theſe circumſtances were reported to the 
Queen, they threw her into the deepeſt af- 
fliction; ſhe ſhut herſelf up and was invi- 
ſible for three days, after which, ſhe ſaid 
that all the misfortunes of her late father's 
reign and the judgments with which God 
had viſited him, ſuch as earthquakes, the 
expulſion of the Jeſuits, and the war which 
followed, were altogether nothing, when 
compared to the grievous infult which had 
been offered to the body of our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf, and which it became her 
duty to apologize for, after the moſt ſignal 
manner poſſible; and, after holding a con- 
ſultation with the graveſt and moſt ort ho- 
dox Divines, the whole Court were ordered 


Into deep mourning for nine days, at the 
end of which there was a general proceſſion 


from one great Church to another in the 
city at a conſiderable diftance, in which the 
Queen herſelf and the Court walked in cere- 
mony, and which they called the proceſſion 
of the Diſaggravation, and by performing of 


which they ſeriouſly think they have ap- 


peaſed the juſtly provoked wrath of the 
Deity, who had received ſuch a groſs af- 
front by a few wafers being thrown about 
and loſt, as if there were any connection 


Mm 2 between 
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between the Almighty and Omnipotent 
Creator of the Univerſe, and a wafer. 


What a crowd of reflections does not ſuch 
flagrant and inveterate folly preſent to the 
conſideration of every ſenſible and ſerious 
perſon ? Here we plainly ſee into what an 
indefinite train of groſs, ludicrous and im- 
pious ſituations, only this belief of the real 
preſence muſt continually bring them : for 
ever led aſtray by the inſolent and blaſphe- 
mous opinion, that the Deity reſembles a 
cruel capricious tyrant, they think to ap- 
peaſe every ſuppoſed inſult offered him, 
as frightened cringing ſlaves would, the 
miſplaced wrath of ſuch a Deſpot, abſurd- 
ly ſuppoſing him unable to vindicate his 
own cauſe, or thinking perhaps by ſlaviſh 
and overweening humiliations, to antici- 
pate the effects of that vengeance he was 
juſt about to wreck upon them. What 
wretched notions of the Deity! Adieu, 


LE T- 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS, 269 


LE 0-2-6 AL, 


* 


Liſbon, 1779. 
Dear BroTHER, 


Our buſineſs goes on apace; Colonel 
Priolet, and eſpecially Lord Freeman are 
now almoſt the whole day at the Marquis of 
Pancorvo's houſe, ſettling and adjuſting all 
their affairs, and a large houſe is engaged 
at Cintra for the reception of the new mar- 
ried pairs, immediately after the ceremony 
is performed here; for by a very prudent 
law no perſons of rank are permitted to 
celebrate the occaſion of their marriages in 
the city, but at ſome leagues diſtance from 
it; and this law was enacted to prevent the 
Nobility from ruining themſelves by the 
prodigious expence they were formerly at, 


in endea vouring to outdo each other cn ſuch 


occaſions, for no people on earth are ſo fond 
of exterior ſhow and parade, inſomuch that 
they very often got into ſuch debt by their 


nuptials, as they were not able to extricate 


themſelves 
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themſelves from during the reſt of their 
lives. 


The marriage contracts are drawn out 
and ſigned; and Lord Freeman has ſettled 
five hundred pounds a year on the Marquis 
and his Lady, or the longeſt liver, and has 
advanced him the firſt year's income in 
hand : he has either himſelf, or by Donna 
Lucretia made him every other proffer 
and demonſtration of friendſhip, attention 
and reſpect, ſo that the old fat Marquis 
is quite confounded and overcome with 
ſuch marks of diſintereſted generoſity. Lord 
Freeman inſiſts on every thing being done 
in the moſt private manner poſſible, for no 
man hates buſtle and ceremony more than 
he does; and as for Donna Lucretia, the 
5 ſeems to have no eyes nor ears, nor any 
| thing elſe, but for him : there is ſuch ex- 
4 preſſion in every feature when the looks at 
| him, her eyes ſhine with ſuch uncommon 
| luſtre, and no woman could ever boaſt of a 
. finer pair; her teeth are ſet in the moſt 
1 regular and graceful order, and are of a 
* pearly dazzling brightneſs, and her gy 
1 nobly elevated upon a neck of ivory, i 
. adorned with a length of ſhining 1 "ann 
i hair; and indeed, to do the women of this 
' | country Juſtice, there are three very eſſen- 

tial 
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tial ingredients of a fine woman, which 
they almoſt all poſſeſs in a degree I have 
ſeen no where elſe, theſe are—fine eyes, 
fine hair, and fine teeth. But Donna 
Lucretia is undoubtedly a paragon in mind 
as well as perſon: what a fund of good 
ſenſe, accompanied with that enchanting 
air of modeſty, meekneſs, frankneſs and 
good breeding mingled together, exactly 
as they ought ; what richneſs and life in 
the arrangement of her features, and in 
the ſpeaking glow of her fine complexion ; 
ſhe poſſeſſes the perſonal accompliſhments 
of the fineſt Portugueſe Lady, which 1s 
certainly ſaying every thing, with all their 
life and vivacity, and this improved by a 
finiſhed education in England ; in her the 
characters of the completeſt Ladies of the 
two nations are {ſweetly blended and met. 
In ſhort, ſhe is, in my opinion, the ſum of 
all that can ſerve for the grace, honor and 
ornament of her ſex, and in her are aſſem- 
bled all thoſe various perfections which we 
ſo much admire in other fine women, even 
ſeparately and apart. You will be apt to 
believe I am in love with this Angel, which 
I declare to you I am not, though I like 
her; I reſpect and admire her infinitely, 
and ſhould be unhappy if I ſaw her go into 
the poſſeſſion perhaps of any man elſe, but 


* 
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my friend Lord Freeman. If I were in love 
with her, I ſhould find myſelf tormented 
with the ſpirit of uneaſy and reſtleſs jea- 
louſy, and repining at the good fortune of 
my friend, nothing of which I experience ; 
on the contrary, I ſhall rejoice at ſeeing 
him poſſeſſed of the brighteſt jewel in the 
ſhape of woman ever man was bleſſed 
with. 


Several Portugueſe Wits are already pre- 
paring Epithalamiums for the occaſion ; 
for here they are the moſt unmerciful Poet- 
aſters on earth; they muſt make verſes on 
every occaſion, the moſt trifling as well as 
the moſt important, and all in the ſame 
bad ſtile, I mean the moſt bombaſtic extra- 
vagant and gigantic.” But on occaſion of a 
marriage, or the anniverſary of a marriage, 
or a birthday, the complimentary verſes 
are held indiſpenſible; above all, the Glo- 
zers are what I reckon the moſt ludicrous 
and extraordinary ; but they are held in the 
greateſt eſteem, and ſome of them are ex- 
tremely ready, and have, what I may call, 
a great knack at it. I underſtand they have 
ſomething of the ſame kind in Italy, under 
the name of Improviſatort. * 


Here it is after the following manner: 
When the company, which are generally 
numerous 
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numerous on ſuch occaſions, are aſſembled, 
the Wit who intends to exhibit, if in con- 
verſation with 'any Lady, eſpecially with 
one he affects to admire, lays hold of any 
ſhort ſentence ſhe happens to ſay in diſ- 
courſe, and repeating it, he calls out La 
vay, Which is to advertiſe the company he 
is going to gloze that ſentence, which 1 
may call his text, and which they diſtin- 
guiſh by the name of Mote; that is, he 
muſt make four, eight, or more verſes 
extempore, having reference to that ſentence, 
and containing moſt frequently extravagant 
compliments to the Lady, or ſometimes to 
the Bride or the company preſent. The 
verſes muſt be ſo diſpoſed as to make good 
ſenſe, not only with the mote or ſentence 
fixed on, but if well executed, the whole 
turn of the wit and emphaſis of the verſes 
muſt fall upon that ſentence, which muſt 
infallibly be and make the laſt line of the 
verſes, and all this ſuddenly and off hand. 
They often aſk the Ladies to give them a 
mote or text, which they muſt gloze imme- 
diately; and when this is well performed, 
or generally indeed whether it is or not, 
the whole company clap hands and re-echo 
from all parts, Bravo! Viva, Viva! Bello! 
Sublime! Excellente! and this is their fa- 
vourite entertainment on ſuch occaſions ; 

Vol II. Nn for 
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for the man who is dexterous at glozing in 


this manner, is eſteemed a firſt rate genius, 


and conſidered as having reached the ſum- 
mit of Parnaſſus; even their great Cambens 


did not diſdain amuſing himſelf, and exhi- 


biting in this way, and among others he 
made a gloze to every letter of the Alpha- 
bet. But when a Lady performs in that way, 
as ſome of them do very prettily, (and 1 
think ſuch allies of wit more becoming the 
vivacity of the ſex) ſhe is praiſed, com- 


mended, put up among the ſtars, and rec- 
koned the Nonpareil of learning, wiſdom 


and perfection. 


We have had what is called here a 
(Fungad) Function, a feaſt, an entertain- 


ment, a party of pleaſure, in the fulleſt 


ſenſe of the word. Such quantities of an- 
cient plate, chairs, tables, utenſils, and 
ſuch numbers of ſervants borrowed and 
collected from all his friends and acquaint- 
ance, at ſuch an exorbitant expence, for one 


moment, while ſtarvation and penury mark 


all the reſt; ſuch an alliance of ſplendor and 
wretchedneſs as the Marquis of Pancorvo 
has exhibited, of poverty and vanity, of 


the greateſt exterior diſplay of pomp and 


grandeur, with the moſt redundant want of 


means to ſupport them, as are only to be ex- 
| emplified 
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emplified in the ceconomy of a Portugueſe 
Nobleman's family. Not, indeed, that 1 
ought to ſuppoſe every family of rank in 
this country is ſo ill directed, as that of 
our friend the Marquis, or that there is ſuch 
an extremity of meanneſs and wretchednoſs 
in their interior circumſtances, at the ſame 
time I am certainly warranted to ſay, that, 
by ſoftening the ſhades of the ſketch I ſhall 
give you of that family, which I have now 
examined nearly, you will be able to form 
no inadequate idea of moſt of the others, 
as to their domeſtic government. 


I am much inclined to believe, that mu- 
tual forbearance is the leading principle, 
upon which the interior police of moſt fa- 
milies in Portugal is regulated, and that 
there exiſts a ſort of tacit agreement among 
the different members who compoſe them, 
to indulge each other's inclinations, as well 
as to bear with each other's foibles and im- 
perfections, with Chriſtian reſignation. Su- 
bordination does not exiſt in thoſe ſocieties, 
for if ſervants have only ſenſe enough to 
obey their maſters in ſome trifles, and hu- 
mour their particular fancies, they are cer- 
tain of governing and diſpoſing every thing 


elſe as they like beſt, the maſters taking 
little or no concern in it, This is partly 
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owing to their natural ſloth and indolence, 
and alſo to their not knowing, nor ever 
having ſeen any example of ceconomy be- 
fore them; and hence more money is ſquan- 
dered, and more families reduced to a ſtate 
of poverty in this, than perhaps in any 
other country, owing purely to bad ſer- 
vants. | 


I have known men of high ſpirit and 
great notions of punctilio and honor, and 
who would be, perhaps, the laſt to give 
way in any ſort of competition with other 
men their equals or ſuperiors, who at the 
ſame time took pleaſure in being at home, 
and, m their domeſtic regulations, under 
the controul of a cajoling or a domineer- 
ing miſtreſs. To ſuch men will I in the 
preſent inſtance do the Portugueſe Nobi- 
lity the honor of comparing them, though 
I am ſenſible they are far enough from 
deſerving ſuch a favor; for, as well as I 
can learn, or have been able to obſerve of 
their notions of punctilio or ſpirit, they ſel- 
dom appear any otherwiſe than by the ope- 
rations of a ſlanderous backbiting tongue, 
or a ſharp- pointed knife. But the ſtate of 
ſubjection in which many of them live to 
their upper ſervants, and the too great fa- 
miliarity they permit or invite all of them 

| to 
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to uſe, muſt at firſt ſight be obvious, and 
theſe muſt be perſons poſſeſſed of more 
virtue than is commonly to be found in 
that ſtation, if they can reſiſt ſuch alluring 


temptations to be infolent and rapacious 
with impunity. 


I have remarked to you in a former let- 
ter, the Marquis of Pancorvo was by Royal 
authority in a very circumſcribed ſituation 
in regard to his finances, though not in a 
much worſe condition than many others of 
the Nobility, whot eſtates are all grievouſ- 
ly encumbered by their own imprudence or 
neglect; and as it is found next to impoſ- 
ſible to oblige them to pay what they al- 
ready owe, ſo this circumſtance depriving 
them of almoſt any credit, they find it ex- 
ceedingly difficult to obtain money from 
thoſe few who are able to advance it. 


The Marquis would therefore have found 
it very hard to indulge his ruling paſſion for 
oſtentation and ſhow, without the money 
Lord Freeman advanced him, a good part 
of which muſt have gone on this occaſion. 
We remarked the Marquis was abſent from 
the family for ſome days, as well as the 
- two Gentlemen in uniform,. and the two 
buffoons, without whoſe company he ne- 
yer goes any where ; but the buſineſs he 

| went 
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went upon was kept a ſecret. The family 
were governed by the Marchioneſs's Squire, 
who did not ſeem to reliſh our running 
familiarly over every part of the great 
empty palace, as we did ; Donna Lucretia 
even introduced us into the women's apart- 
ments. Out of twenty large chambers 
upon the ſame floor, which the houſe (built 
in the form of a cloiſter) conſiſts of, beſides 
kitchens, ſtables and other offices, not 
above four or five of them are furnithed, 
all the others are in bare white walls, 
brick or deal floors, and theſe laſt eat into 
holes by the rats. Donna Lucretia's apart- 
ment is neatly furniſhed in every thing by 
her own direction, and at her own expence. 
That of her father and mother has a large 
bed in the middle, with crimſon damaſk 
curtains, bordered with broad gold lace, 
a magnificent Chineſe coverlid, richly em- 
broidered both in gold and filver, with 
Chineſe figures, ſome of them not the moſt 
decent, was ſpread over the bed ; the ſheets 
were edged with fine broad thread lace, 
and the bed pillows were ornamented with 
the ſame; but what was my ſurpriſe, 
when, looking under the ſheets, I found 
neither feather bed nor mattreſs, but a 
ſtraw bed ſewed up in coarſe convals. The 
dreſſing table was loaded With large maſſive 
boxes 
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boxes of ſilver, carved in different ſhapes, 
but ſo exceedingly dirty, that they certain- 
ly have not been cleaned theſe twenty 
years. There are two rooms deſtined for 
the maid ſervants, in one of theſe fix 
of the principal attendants ſleep, in the 
other about eight or ten, two together, 
blacks, whites and mulattoes; their beds 
conſiſt of a woollen mattreſs and a coverlid, 
ſome have ſheets, others not; theſe beds 
are fpread out on the floor when they go to 
ſleep, upon a mat made of the leaf of the 
dwarf palm-tree, in which they are rolled 
up in the daytime, and ſtowed away in a 
corner, or thrown into large cheſts they 
have for the purpoſe. In the principal 
apartment of the women, I ſaw about a 
dozen low chairs ranged along one fide of 
the room, the ſeats of which were not 
above ſeven or eight inches high; but even 
theſe they very ſeldom make uſe of, pre- 
ferring to ſit ſquat upon their hams, with 
round mats under them, adhering ſtrictly 
in this reſpect. to the old Mooriſh cuſtom 
ſtill, and in the ſame manner they ſit at 
Church, when they attend the ſermons or 
other ceremonies, except the celebration 


of Maſs, when they are always on their 
knees. 


7 ex refed 
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I expected to have ſeen more neatneſs 
and propriety in the apartment of the two 
Gentlemen in uniform, who, I now find, 
have been born and bred in the family. 
When young the Marquis had procured 
them both Enſigncies in the Army, and 
one had been advanced to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant, continuing ſtill to ſerve in the fa- 
mily as uſual; but the late Count la Lippe, 
when he took the command of the Army 
here, had, it ſeems the impertinence to in- 
ſiſt that the two Gentlemen ſhould attend 
their duty in their Regiments, or quit the 
ſervice, and be put upon the reform; they 
very prudently choſe the laſt alternative, 
ſtill wear the uniform, and receive their 
half-pay, which is about {ſixteen ſhillings 
per month each. Their chamber was 
large, as uſual, with white walls, along 
which their beds were ranged, as well as 
thoſe of the two buffoons; they conſiſted 


of ſtraw mattreſſes, with holes in many 


parts, through which the ſtraw was viſible, 
a pillow of the ſame materials, and a 
thread-bare blanket for a coverlid, with- 


out any ſheets, Theſe mattreſſes were 


laid upon boards of the ſame length and 
breadth, raiſed ſix inches from the byick 
floor. Another circumftance I here remark- 
ed, which would certainly have turned my 
ſtomach, 
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ſtomach, had I not been already ſo well 
inured to it in almoſt every Inn of this 
country and Spain, this was, that the white 
wall at the back of theſe Gentlemen's beds, 
and indeed every where near them, as far 
as it would ſeem they could reach, was 
plentifully bedaubed with t-b—o ſp-t—gs, 
which, it appeared they had been as care- 
ful to place in that conſpicuous point of 
view, as I ſhould to conceal ſuch an abo- 
minable nuiſance. The beds of the two 
buffoons were next the door, which opens 
into the Marquis's bed-chamber, as he often 
calls them in the night-time, when he is 

reſtleſs to amuſe and lull him to ſleep by 
their diſcourſe, their ſongs or other mi- 
micry. The laqueys and the other men 
ſervants ſleep below, or in the ſtables, and 
are known by the denomination of, the ſer- 


vants below ſtairs. 


The expences of the interior ceconomy of 

a Portugueſe Nobleman's family are cer- 
tainly as moderate, as they are exceſſive in 
every thing which regards exterior parade 
and oſtentation, numbers of livery ſervants, 
_ carriages, mules, led horſes, and in ſhort eve- 
ry thing that can dazzle and impoſe on the 
ſpectator, and give him an exaggerated no- 
tion of the power, wealth and authority of 
Ver, II. " the 
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the maſter. The numerous ſervants are 
ſupported by rations of boiled meat and 
rice, cut and divided into ſhares on meat 
days, and of dry cod-fiſh and rice on fiſh 
days and others of abſtinence, which return 
frequently, excluſive of the forty-ſix days 
of Lent. Wine is ſeldom wanted and when 
called for, it is brought in ſmall quantities, 
and infamous in quality, from the neareſt 
tavern; but they drink abundance of fine 
cold water, and at night the ſmalleſt bit of 
cold meat or a pilchard, with plenty of ex- 
cellent lettuce or other fallad, tempered 
with oil and vinegar, which make the uni- 
verſal ſauce for almoſt every thing, and 
good bread, (of which they are great de- 
vourers, as well as the French and Spaniards) 
ſerve for ſupper. In the morning, the chief 
perſons of the family generally make their 
breakfaſt of chocolate, and that after hear- 
ing Maſs in the family Chapel, which I for- 
got to tell you is magnificent, all ſhining 
with gold, and figures of winged Angels, 
in carving as well as painting. The great 
regale and luxury at all hours is the variety 
of ſweetmeats they keep in ſtore for all 
occaſions, and with the” chocolate are, I 
believe, the only articles they do not ſend 
out for to the Grocer's or the market, as 
wanted ; theſe ſweetmeats ſerve them as 

3 provoca- 
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provocatives to drink deep draughts of wa- 
ter, which blows them up ſurpriſingly, in- 
ſomuch that I have heard it often remark- 
ed at Madrid, long before I came to this 
place, that there were in proportion, many 
8 more fat people in Liſbon, than to be found 
N any where elſe, and I never, indeed, ſaw 
| ſo many fat purſy miſ-ſhapen little perſon- 
ages as among the Nobility here; but it 
is a pale unwholeſome ſort of Chuch-yard 
fat, without animation or elaſticity, in- 
clining them to a kind of lethargic torpor, 
ſo that if you preſs any part of their leg or 
arm with a finger, the dint ſhall remain 
there for a conſiderable time, before the 
fleſh reſumes its equality ; this 1s almoſt 
entirely owing to their indolence, and not 
taking bodily exerciſe of any kind, which it 
would be too much trouble for them to go 
through. I forgot to tell you, they prefer 
their own oil, which 1s ſtrong and rancid, to 
the fine Florence, Lucca or French oils, 
which they diſlike, becauſe they ſay, they 
have no taſte. 


To paſs now from the deſcriptive, I 
muſt acquaint you that the ſame evening 
the Marquis de Pancorvo returned from his 
excurſion, the purport of which was ſtill a 
ſecret to us, we received each a flaming 
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card of invitation to dine with him next 
day at his country-houſe on the other fide 
of the Tagus, near a village called Moita ; 
we were requeſted to be at the water ſide at 
eleven next forenoon, where there would 
be a barge in waiting to receive us, and 
though we were punctual, we found every 
thing there ready and the family embarked, 
as well as a dozen other barges full of 
Nobility, with ſtreamers and colours flying, 
ſcarlet or crimſon awnings, ſurrounded with 
gold fringes and ſilk curtains, almoſt down 
to the water's edge. The rowers and patron 
of each barge were dreſſed in particular 
uniforms. Our barge was rowed by twenty 
oars, and three 'men to each, riſing up 
and ſitting down at every ſtroke; the whole 
ſet off in cadence at a ſignal given, each 
having a band of muſic on board. This 
alſo was quite a new ſcene to us, and put 
me in mind of the old Queen of Egypt go- 
ing to meet Mark Anthony. We had full 
three leagues to row, and our rowers, 
who were ſtout men from the province of 
Algarve, exerted all their ſtrength, except- 
ing indeed that the Marquis's two buffoons 
kept them and the whole company in a 
continued fit of laughter, with the ribaldry 
and jocular ſcurrility they poured out upon 


them, and were often very well anſwered 
- e by 


* 
. * 
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by the others, nor did they ſeem to regard 
the ſunbeams, now darting with meridian 
force upon them, but the tide being far 
from favourable, it was two o'clock before 
we arrived at the ſcene of action. A very 
large Quinta * ſtood upon the beach, ſur- 
rounded with dwarf firs and ſand-hills. 
Dinner was already ſerved in the ſecond 
Saloon, into which we were uſhered. The 
table conſiſted of fifty covers, with a couple 
of ſervants behind each chair. The whole 
company, excepting Miſs Welding, Lord 
Freeman, Priolet and myſelf, were Portu- 
gueſe Nobility, but much fewer Ladies 
than Gentlemen. The entertainment con- 
ſiſted of three regular ſervices, and the 
whole in heavy old maſſive plate. Many 
of the ſervants were in uniform, many 
others perfectly well dreſſed, with fine lace 
ruffles, and the Collar and Croſs of the 
Order of Chriſt hanging on their breaſt. 
During dinner we had very fine pieces of 
David Perez's muſic well executed, and 
ſome charming arias by the beſt voices from 
the Patriarchal Church. At the Deſert, to 
which we removed into the adjoining Sa- 
loon, the ſame muſic was continued. One 
half of the ſervants attended us to the De- 


A Geatleman's Country-houſe or Villa. 
ſert, 


. 
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ſert, while the other and graver part ſat 
down to dinner at the table we left. 


The windows of the apartment where 
the Deſert was ſerved, were numerous, 
ſpacious and open to the bottom, ſo that 
the floor was on a level with the ground 
without, on which there now appeared a 
company of Maſks, dreſſed as ſhepherds 
and ſhepherdeſſes, with flowers, garlands 
and all the other inſignia, and dancing in 
a variety of figures to the muſic which ac- 
companied them. When they ceaſed, two 
men and as many women danced the 
Spaniſh Fandango with taſte and extremely 
well to the guitar, with Caſtagnettes, in 
the midſt of which, and to the time of the 
muſic, one of the men contrived to give a 
wheel into the Saloon, and placed a Crown 
of Myrtle, beautifully interwoven with 
flowers, and two billing doves ſuſpended 
over it, upon Donna Lucretia's head, while 
one of the women did the ſame to Lord 
Freeman; this feat, which was in reality 
very nimbly performed, drew a hundred 
Viva's from the company; the Poets be- 
came more and more vociferous with their 
Motes and their Glozas, and the whole 
were diſſolved in joy and ſatisfaction. At 
laſt, about ſunſet coffee appeared, nei- 


ther 
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ther did the time ſeem long to us, though 
Lord Freeman naturally diſlikes ſuch noiſy 
promiſcuous aſſemblies. There were no 
apartments wherein to ſleep the ſeſta; many 
indeed of the fat Nobility had taken it 
comfortably on their chairs in the midſt of 
all the muſic and noiſe, but the coffee 
rouſed them all, and brought them to 
themſelves. In about an hour after the 
entire company were again embarked in 
their barges for Liſbon. 


I know nothing more delightful than to be 
upon {ſmooth water by moonlight, and the 
beautiful Cynthia roſe upon us in full and 
unclouded ſplendor. The company agreed 
the barges ſhould ſeparate to the right and 
leſt at greater diſtances from each other as 
we croſſed the ſpacious Baſon to Liſbon, the 
better to enjoy the effects of the muſic. Our 
barge had taken the right of all; and the 
tide coming full in as we approached the 
city, where the current is extremely rapid, 
we were carried a conſiderable way above 
it, the ſtout Algarve rowers pulling ſtrong 
againſt the tide to very little purpoſe. *© I 
with Saint Anthony would ſend us a breeze 
from thoſe hills to the North, as he often 
does, (ſaid one of the rowers next to where 
I fat in the barge, who had been the moſt 

ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful in returning the gibes and ſcurri- 
lity of the two buffoons). Would to God, 
our Lady made him do ſo, (replied ſeveral 
of the others) let us pray a re/ponſio “ to 
him; which when they had done, blow! 
blow! Saint Anthony, (ſaid they almoſt all 
with one voice). 


Hand my Goſſip aft here from the prow, 
and I will talk with him, (faid the face- 
tious fellow near me, whoſe name I found 
was Ivo, and that he was the eſtabliſhed wit 
and oracle of the whole crew). Upon this 
I ſaw them hand him a board about two 
feet long and five or ſix inches broad, at the 
lower end was fixed a ſmall box for receiv- 
ing alms, with a ſlit cut in it for dropping 
in the money, and above it was painted the 
figure of the Saint, with the Child Jeſus in 
his arms. Ivo ſet the Saint down before 
him, the rowers tugged away and we offer- 
ed them wine which they refuſed, but drank 
plenty of water which they had brought 
with them in kegs. Ivo addreſſing him- 
ſelf to St. Anthony, ſaid thus, © You know 
Goſſip, (for it ſeems he is Godfather to one 


A ſort of prayer in bad Latin FR Prieſts teach the 
people to mumble over to St. Anthony, as the particu- 
lar Patron of Liſbon, to recover any thing they have 
loft, to obtain a happy Journey, a fair wird, &c. &c. 


of 
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of Ivo's children) I am already acquainted 
with your tricks, and that I have had too 
much reaſon on ſome occaſions, to call you 
mulifh and obſtinate ; but I deſire and ex- 
pect you will not expoſe us now, eſpeci- 
ally before thefe Engliſhmen, by your 
wrongheadedneſs ; for only conſider what 
the watermen of London will think of you, 
when theſe Gentlemen ſhall tell them, that 
when we aſked you only for a ſmall puff of 
wind to carry us to your own city, you had 
the ſhabbineſs and illnature to refuſe it us? 
After more ribaldry with the buffoons, at 
which the old Marquis laughed heartily, 
Ivo took up the board and ſhaking it, found 
the alms-box was empty. Oh! now I un- 
derſtand him, (exclaimed Ivo) now I know 
the reaſon we cannot get a wind, my Goſſip 
will do nothing, not even for our Lady her- 
felf without an alms! Do, paſs him about 
among the noble company of Fidalgos, and 
let every one give him an alms; as foon as 
my Goſſip hears the money tinkling in his 
box, I know we ſhall have a wind directly. 
After the alms were collected, Ivo ſet the 
Saint again dow before him. By and by, 
as I was become familiar with Ivo, I aſked 
him where was the wind he had been ſo 
long promifing us? He aſſured me it would 
come, for that, though his Goſſip was ſome- 
Vol. II. * p times 
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times ſlow, yet he never failed him. Soon 
after this, ſome others of the rowers ſaid 
St. Anthony was a blockhead and a cox- 
comb, and did not care a ſtraw for what 
Ivo ſaid to him. Do you hear, Goſſip, (ſaid 
Ivo) what my comrades are ſaying of you? 
though they ſpeak truth, and you richly 
deſerve it all. As it ſtill continued calm, 
Ivo began to call St. Anthony all the bad 
names he could think of, told him if a 
ducking was all he wanted to make him do 
his duty, he ſhould ſoon have his bellyful 
of ſalt water; he called him a fool, a ſlug- 
a-bed, a drunkard, a thief, a cuckold, a 
(cabrad) pimp of his own wife, and told 
him he would break his horns for him, if 
he did not look better to his buſineſs. 


Our men pulled away for near an hour 
longer without any ſign of wind; at laſt 
Ivo, making the two men with him lay 
upon their oar, ſtarted up'in a violent paſ- 
ſion, drew his ſharp-pointed knife, and 
preſenting it to the face of the painting 
of St. Anthony, ſaid to him theſe words, 
Ah filho de puta ! ſe nad foſſe pelo reſpeito 
daquelle filho baſtardo que tems nos bragos, 
enxia-te eſſa caranca de facadas.” In literal 
Engliſh it is thus, You ſon of a w-—, if 
it were not for the reſpect I have for that 

baſtard 
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baſtard ſon you have in your arms, I would 


fill that ugly face of your's with ſtabs of 
my knife.“ 


Soon after this we came nearly oppoſite 
to a ſort of valley at the upper end of the 
city, from whence we had a breeze. Ah! 
you will conſent then after all, you old 
cuckold, (ſaid Ivo ſtill in great wrath with 
his Goſſip) after we have almoſt broken the 
bones of our arms with rowing, you come 
with your ſnivelling wind, when we do not 
want your afliſtance ; but remember friend, 
I tell you before. all this noble company, if 
you are not more tractable and ready in fu- 
ture, I will ſtrike my name out of your 
brotherhood and ſociety, I will never give 
you a. farthing, nor collect any more alms, 
nor make more feaſts for you, or take any 
more notice of you, than I would of the 
meaneſt Saint in the Calendar. 


At laſt we reached the quays of Santarem 
in Liſbon, where all the reſt of the compa- 
ny had arrived before us; and we got 
home about eleven o'clock, ſtrangely a- 
muſed with the odd variety of this day's 
entertanment, which muſt have coſt the 
Marquis of Pancorvo a good part of the 
$ool. Lord Freeman advanced him. Adieu. 
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Liſbon, 1779. 


Dzar BroTHER, 


Tur moment after cloſing my laſt to 
you I received two of your letters of very 
different dates, and I am at a loſs to guels 
where the firſt could have lain fo long, as 
the packets come here pretty regularly 
from Falmouth, notwithſtanding the war. 
It is impoſſible for me to anſwer the tenth 
part of your queſtions at preſent, as this is 
the laſt letter but one I ſhall write you from 
hence. | 


I thought I had given you a good ſhare 
of information concerning this country, but 
from the contents of your laſt they ſeem 
rather to have awaked, than ſatisfied your 
curioſity. There is no doubt but I could 
furnith you as you require, with a pretty 
accurate hiſtory of the Inquiſition in this 
kingdom, as well as an abridged view of 
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its hiſtory ſince it became an independent 
ſtate, together with an account of the poſ- 
ſeſſions the Portugueſe ſtill hold in the Eaſt 
Indies, in Africa and South America, and of 
the progreſs of learning here, which may 
be very ſoon diſcuſſed ; that of their mira- 
cles, Saints and martyrs; of the Jews and 
Moors in this country, with their expul- 
ſions from it : I could give you the account 
you ſo much wiſh for of the Myſtical City 
of God, and ſome other myſtical and theo- 
logical books, which I have no doubt would 
ſurpriſe you; all which, as well as ſeveral 
other particulars you mention, I think I 
could abbreviate, ſo as to render them 
much more entertaining, without loſing 
one article worth preſerving, and ſo reduce 
to a very limited and convenient compaſs 
what is there drawn out through numberleſs 
volumes of the moſt extravagant fuſtian 
and bombaſt, filled with miracles, hyper- 
bole and emptineſs! But this is not the time 
for indulging your curioſity, ſo far as I 
hope I ſhall be able to do when fixed in the 
Sabine farm in the province of Connaught, 
for you may be well aſſured, I come not 
unprovided with materials ; beſides many 
uſeful notes and memorandums I have ta- 
ken on all occaſions, I bring-with me a 
good ſtore of Portugueſe and Spaniſh books, 
s particularly 
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particularly hiſtorical, and what is beſt of 
all, my worthy friend Priolet, whom I 
ſhall be always able to conſult, is a living 
Dictionary in whatever relates to the moſt 
thorough acquaintance with this country. 


Two days ago I accompanied Lord 
Freeman and the beautiful blooming Donna 
Lucretia to the altar, and ſaw them re- 
ceive the nuptial benediction; and on the 
ſame day did I attend Mr. Priolet with the 
reſpectable and excellent Miſs Welding to 
the Britiſh Envoy's Chapel, where Doctor 
Allen married them with much the ſame 
ceremony ; and I am certain there never 
offered, nor moſt probably will there ever 
offer again an opportunity like the preſent, 
for pronouncing theſe two marriages the 
triumph of love, reaſon and philoſophy, 
all mixed and blended in ſuch a delightful 
conteſt for ſuperiority, that it were impoſ- 
ſible to decide to which ſide the ſcale in- 
clines. Never, I believe, did four perſons 
meet more amply provided with ſenſations 
capable of reliſhing, in a more extenſive 
degree, the enjoyment of all that is good, 
fair and praiſeworthy under the Sun. 
Love alone is but a cloying nauſeous ban- 
quet—but when thus ſweetly attempered 
with all the blandithments .of friendſhip, 
real 
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real and extenſive knowledge, ſound good 
ſenſe, ſprightly ideas, pure good health, 
and the heart-felt approbation of an unſul- 
lied conſcience, oh ! what a feaſt for the 
lover, the friend, and the lively agreeable 
companion, comprehending ſurely every 
thing really valuable, of ſublunary enjoy- 
ment and happineſs, and extending the 
enraptured proſpect ſtill farther to future 
realms of ineftable delight ! 


But while my amiable friends are enjoy- 
ing themſelves at Cintra, whither they im- 
mediately went after the ceremony, I take 
this opportunity of remitting you ſome 
general obſervations on the late ſituation of 
this country, anſwering your queſtion con- 
cerning the predicament it ſtands in with 
regard to Spain, and ſubjoining other re- 
marks, which might have eſcaped me 
when occupied in the hiſtorical deſcriptions 
of former letters. This goes by the packet 
which ſails to-morrow, and we embark in 
that which leaves this in the courſe of next 
week ; but you will receive this long enough 
before we reach London, as we ſhall be 
in no hurry on the road from Falmouth 
to the capital, and ſhall moſt likely take 
Bath and Briſtol in our way, you will 
therefore have time to meditate on and di- 
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geſt what I ſhall offer for your conſidera- 
tion below. 


This little country preſents a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of how far the human mind and 
character may be depraved and corrupted, 
by the baneful influence of a domineering 
and fictitious mode of worſhip, which has 
entirely baniſhed and ſuppreſſed every ſen- 
timent of virtue, or almoſt any attempt 
towards the goodneſs of a moral action, 
which (to uſe ſuch an expreſſion) can with 
difficulty be committed here without being 
cenfured by the active and dangerous ſpies 
and miniſters of a jealous and worthleſs re- 
ligion. Here the practice and exerciſe of 
thoſe ſentiments of plety, gratitude, gene- 
roſity, benevolence, and univerſal charity, 
which I am perſuaded” would often ariſe 
naturally in the breaſts of moſt men, if 
only left to themſelves, are diverted, and 
another and moſt pernicious direction is gi- 
ven to their effects. The ardour of the 
pious and devout 1s directed to adore at the 
ſhrine of the Saint in the neighbourhood, 
moſt famous for having performed ſome 
wretched miracle, too ridiculous to detain 
the attention even of an old woman or an 
infant, and it is here alſo where Generoſity: 
and Gratitude are taught to leave their 
preſents 
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preſents and make their offerings. The 
firſt and great object of charity all over this 
country and Spain, is the relieving of the 
ſouls in Purgatory, by laviſhing money on 
Churches and Convents, for Maſſes to be 
ſaid on that account; and ſuch an influence 
has the belief of that ideal place of torment, 
that it will ſqueeze hard caſh from between 
the fingers of many a miſer, when no other 
conſideration could have produced that 
effect; nay, ſo depraved are the under- 
ſtandings of the beſt intentioned people, by 
the perverſe leſſons of their ſpiritual di- 
rectors, that their charitable donations to 
perſons in diſtreſs, are unaccompanied with 
thoſe liberal and diſintereſted motives of 
relieving the neceſſitous and comforting the 
afflicted, which are, in my opinion, the 
beſt ſtimulatives to ſuch actions, and are 
diveſted of their principal merit, by being 
beſtowed from ſelfiſh and perſonal conſide- 
rations; for as the interceſſions of others, 
eſpecially of perſons who have once addreſs 
enough to be looked on by the multitude 
as of extraordinary ſanctity, are reckoned 
of the greateſt avail, ſo wherever ſuch a 
perſon or perſons appear, they are frequent- 
ed by all the people round, whoſe con- 
{ciences accuſe them of any deadly vices or 
irregularities, who load ſuch devotees with 
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alms and charitable gifts, charging them 
at the ſame time to intercede earneſtly in 
their favor with the Virgin, or with their 
particular Saint or Angel, and the prayers 
of ſuch perſons are eſteemed by all as of 
the moſt ſalutary effect: .Even in many 
forms of private prayers which the grave 
directing Fryars preſcribe for the uſe of 
their penitents, theſe are taught to repre- 
ſent to their Saint, or to. the Divinity, (if 
they addreſs him, which ſeldom happens) 
their own good works, the charities they 
have done, or the ſickneſs, diſorders and 
afflictions they have ſuffered, and to re- 
queſt that, in conſideration of theſe, ſo 
much may be diſcounted from the degree 
of puniſhment their ſins may be found to 
deſerve, eſtabliſhing, by this means, a 
ſort of account current of debtor and credi- 
tor, between themſelves and the Almighty, 
or his Agents. And ſo univerſal is this no- 
tion among the people that when they give 
charity to a comon beggar in the ſtreets, 
they charge that beggar to pray for them, 
that ſuch charity may be admitted in diſ- 
count of their tranſgreſſions, and which 
you may believe the beggar faithfully en- 
_ gages to do. 


Thus, 
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Thus, by the illiberal and noxious prin- 
ciples of the religion eſtabliſhed in this 
peninſula, the divine ſpirit of godlike cha- 
rity itſelf is ſtripped of its brighteſt orna- 
ment, I mean, the ſolacing and delightful 
conſideration of relieving the diſtreſſed part 
of our fellow-creatures, and of embracing 
all our brethren of mankind in the arms 
of . friendſhip and affection, without the 
{malleſt regard to the mean and degrading 


notions of ſelf-intereſted motives or inten- 
tions. 


With regard to the preſent political 
ſituation of this country, I certainly ſſiould 
not have been in any condition to ſatisfy 
your curioſity upon ſuch an eflential ar- 
ticle, had I not been greatly aſſiſted by the 
converſation of ſome well informed perſons 
of this place, whoſe company I have made 
it my buſineſs to frequent, and by the im- 
portant and ſatisfactory information I have 
received from Colonel Priglet, who is 
unqueſtionably well acquainted with the 
ſtrength, the weakneſs and reſources of 
this Government. But I muſt previouſly 
obſerve to you, it will be impoſſible to 
talk to you of the civil or political ſtate 
of this people, without being unfortunate- 
ly obliged to bring their religion almoſt 

Qq 2 every 
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every moment alſo in queſtion, the two 
being ſo inſeparably interwoven in the 
whole fabric and contexture of the Go- 
vernment, or to ſpeak ſtill more truly, the 
Civil Power acting only in ſubordination 
and according to the impulſes it receives 
from the Religious. 


The nature of this Government may be 
fairly pronounced the moſt deſpotic of any 
kingdom in Europe, and I believe I have 
hinted to you in former epiſtles, that the 
eſtabliſhed law 1s generally a dead letter, 
excepting where its decrees are carried into 
execution by the ſupplementary mandates 
of the Sovereign, which are generally em- 
ployed in defeating the purpoſes of ſafety 
and protection, which law is calculated to 
extend equally over all the ſubjects. 


Conſidering the incredible degree of ig- 
norance in which the Sovereign Princes 
of Portugal have been educated, at leaft 
ever ſince the raſh and unfortunate King 
Sebaſtian, conſidering the ſingular degree 
of imbecility, want of talents, and almoſt 
of common ſenſe, which have ſo remarka- 
bly diſtinguiſhed the reigning family of 
Braganca, from the firſt King Don John 
the Fourth, (who would not have dared to 
accept the Crown his people held out to 

| him, 


5 
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him, had not his wife, a high-ſpirited 
Spaniard, urged him on to that act of re- 
bellion againſt her native country) to the 
preſent moment, in which any hopes of 
bettering their ſituation, by a favourable 
proſpect of the future, are ſadly precluded, 
by the fooliſh and wittol diſpoſitions of the 
Heir Apparent, the preſent Prince of the 
Brazils, not to ſay a word of the incapa- 
city of the two Royal Perſcnages who 
actually fill the throne, unleſs. we take a 
nearer view of the nature of this Govern» 
ment, it will to many appear like a para- 
dox, how three millions of people ſubmit 
to be ſo deſpotically ruled by a couple of 
idiots, | 

I will take it upon me roundly to affirm, 
that no cauſe purely of this world, could 
have ever been able to produce ſuch a 
monſtrous effect, and that it became ne- 
ceſſary to have recourſe to the terrors of 
the next, in order to rivet the chains of 
deſpotiſm and abſolute power. 


In ſuch a ſituation of Prince and People, 
. how happy were 1t for this nation, were 
there to be found in it a certain rank of 
citizens, privileged by their profeſſion, and 
reſpectable to the Deſpot himſelf, who 
ſhould intercede in behalf of their oppreſſed 

tellow 


302 $KETCHES or 


fellow - ſubjects, who ſhould, on the part of 
Heaven, reprimand his .inſolence, and ſti- 
pulate with him for the injured rights of 
mankind ? Such a noble and godlike em- 
ployment appears to belong particularly to 
that profeſſion of men, who here ſo inſo- 
lently give themſelves out as the depoſita- 
ries of the divine Oracles, and the diſpenſers 
of the precepts of a juſt and terrible God. 
How would ſuch men be adored by their 
countrymen, ſo much prejudiced in their 
favor, even as things now ſtand, were they 
but to ſerve them as a ſhield and ſafeguard 
againſt the tyranny and oppreſhon of the 
Prince? What real and voluntary reſpect 
would they not have ſoon acquired, if, in- 
ſtead of feeding their audiences with froth, 
uſeleſs reveries, dreams, and the unavail- 
ing repetition of ſenſeleſs and impoſſible 
miracles, their numerous preachers were 
. vigorouſly to inſiſt from the pulpit upon 
the beauty and necefiity of charity, huma- 
nity, equity and Juſtice, and if they were 
to ſecond and ſupport the rights of man- 
kind by the mandates of Heaven, from 
whence they pretend to derive ſuch unli- 
mited authority ? then no man would ever 
think of reproaching them with the exor- 
bitancy of their. power, their prerogatives, 
or riches, were they to make ule of them 

for 
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for the good of ſociety, and for the purpoſe 
of reſtraining the paſſions of thoſe mercileſs 
tyrants, which no power on Earth has yet 
been able to keep within bounds : even the 
philoſopher himſelf might be induced to 
forgive them their dreams, their fables, and 
the falſchood of their dogmas, did they but 
make uſe of them to terrify into a ſenſe 
of their duty thoſe Princes, whoſe igno- 
rance, joined to the uncurbed force of all 
the noxious paſſions, keeps with regard to 
the knowledge of good government in a 
ſtate of perpetual infancy. 


But the uniform experience of all nations 
is more than ſufficient to convince the 
greateſt ſceptic that ſuch was never the 
diſpoſition of the Prieſthood, and that the 
Church has always found it the ſhorteſt and 
eaſieſt road to riches, power and indepen- 
dence, by flattering the vices of the tyrant 
of the day or place, by joining the ſpiritual 
to the temporal power, and. by trampling 
thus united upon the rights of the people, 
ſo that the intereſts of deſpiſed humanity 
have been baſely ſacrificed to the unbound- 
ed avarice and ambition of civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical tyranny. 


Such is the exact ſituation of thns country 


at preſent, if we add to it the ſupport of 
$ the 
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the meanneſt and moſt rampant race of 
Nobility that ever diſgraced a Court, all 
concurring to the ſame end—the oppreſſion 
of the ſubject and the elevation of the ty- 
rant. | 


The poverty of the whole Nobility of 
this country can only be equalled by the 
meanneſs and puſillanimity of their diſpo- 
ſitions, and the narrowneſs of their under- 
ſtandings, very unlike our Spaniſh Hidalgos 
in this, as in moſt other reſpects; where 
you ſhall find in many of the provinces 
ſeveral of the Nobility, who live like inde- 
pendent Gentlemen upon their own eſtates 
in the country, or in the capital of their 
province, appearing very ſeldom at Court, 
whereas here their whole employment is 


ſneaking and cringing about Court, ſolicit- 


ing ſome favor either for themſelves or 
their numerous needy dependents. No 
Nobleman here' dare quit his native coun- 
try, not for a night, much leſs to travel 
abroad, without the expreſs leave of the 
Prince, which it has been always found 
exceedingly difficult to obtain; nor on the 
deceaſe of any Duke, Marquis, or Count, 
can the ſon and heir aſſume his father's 
title, without firſt obtaining a new grace 
and grant of it from the Sovereign. It will, 
therefore, 
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therefore, readily appear how much ſuch a 
ſet of Nobility, ſo totally dependent, for 
their very exiftence as ſuch, on the nod of 
the Prince, will be difpoſed to ſtand by and 
ſupport him in all his meaſures, however 
iniquitous, and conſequently, with what 
impunity ſuch a re-union of eccleſiaſtical, 
civil and military power may abuſe, inſult 
and tread upon the far more numerous and 


deſerving part of the nation. 


There is one circumſtance I muſt earneſt- 
ly caution you againſt, as I fee by the many 
pamphlets publithed in London, on that 
ſide of the queſtion, and carefully diſperſed 
here, the public ear in England has been, 
and ſtill continues to be groſsly abuſed and 
impoſed on. Would you believe it, that 
even this deſpicable Court finds wretched 
hirelings in London and other parts of the 
Britiſh dominions, who write in its defence, 
and attempt to palliate its inſolence and 
oppreſſion, by a thouſand miſrepreſenta- 
tions, falſehoods and abſurdities, which are 
readily adopted and believed in Great 
Britain and Ireland, merely from want of 
better information of the nature of this 
Government and ſtate of the country, and 
an Engliſhman will be apt to ſuppoſe, that 
bot h ha ve at leaſt ſome reſemblance to thoſe 


V of 
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of his own; but how egregiouſly will he 
find himſelf miftaken, when, according to 
truth, he is informed, that the whole people 
have no more ſhare in the direction of Go- 
vernment, in enacting of laws, and in the 
regulating of agriculture and commerce, 
than they have in that of Ruſſia or China; 
that the far greater part of them poſitively 
knows nothing of whatever is done in that 
reſpect; that every man has no other alter- 
native but to yield a blind and ready obe- 
dience, in whatever concerns himſelf, to the 
decrees and laws of the Deſpot, as promul- 
gated from time to time by his Secretaries 
of State. How would an Engliſhman or 
an Iriſhman, alive to all the feelings of civil 
liberty, tremble at reading the preamble 
of every neiv law publiſhed here? and 
Which runs thus, 7 the King, in virtue of my 
own certain. knowledge, of my Royal will and 
pleaſure, and of my full, ſupreme and arbitrary 
power, which I hold only of God, and for which 
J am accountable to no man on Earth, I do in con- 
Sequence order and command, &c. Sc. With 
regard to agriculture, how will he be ſur- 
priſed when told that in this country there 
is one province alone capable of producing 
double the quantity. of wheat neceffary to 
ſupply the whole nation yearly, and yet, 
that at preſent, all the provinces of the 
kingdom 
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kingdom together, do not produce the half 
of what is requiſite for a year's ſubſiſtence, 
and that without the abundant ſupplies of 
wheat, rice and ſalt fiſh imported yearly, 
the inhabitants of the moſt fertile part of 
Europe muſt literally ſtarve, for want of 
ſomething to eat ; that ſo far are they from 
being overcharged with taxes, as in a com- 
mercial country like England, there are, 
comparatively ſpeaking, no taxes here, for 
an excellent reaſon, becauſe the people 
have no money wherewithal to pay them; 
that the trade is either in the hands of Fo- 
reigners, of the Crown, or of a few mono- 
polizing companies, who purchaſe from the 
Prince, at exorbitant rates, the noxious 
privilege of preventing the benefits of com- 
merce from flowing as nearly as poſſible in 
an equality, through all the members of the 
community ; and finally, that without the 
Gold, which numbers of condemned and 
unfortunate wretches are continually tear- 
ing from the bowels of the Earth, and re- 
mitting from the new world to the old, it 
would be utterly impoſſible for Portugal to 
ſubſiſt for ſix months as a ſeparate and in- 
dependent ſtate. 


If there be any dependence to be © HE 
ON what I have obſerved in this country, 
Rr 2 and 
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and any truth in any of all the hiſtories 1 
have read of England, when groaning un- 
der the yoke of Papal tyranny and oppreſ- 
ſion, this nation exhibits nearly the ſame 
appearance now, which England muſt have 
done then. The beautiful province of old 
Luzitania lies proſtrate in the ſilence of op- 
preſſion and death, under the feet of pam- 
pered Prieſts and a few worthlefs and un- 
principled Stateſmen ; the ſpirits of men 
are entirely broken and baſtardized, parti- 
cularly ſince the acceſſion of the preſent 
Royal family, which was very far from 
being the caſe before the ruinous ſixty years 
of the Spaniſh captivity. Every order of 
citizens, if we except the Church and the 
Court, groans under a variety of inſolence 
and oppreſſion, and the Prieſts, one and all, 
gravely aſſure the unfortunate and deluded 
people, that it is the hand of the Almighty, 
which, for their ſins and tryal of their 
Chriſtian patience, ſends them thoſe chaſ- 
tiſements and ſufferings, which in fact, the 
Priefts themſelves are the moſt active in 
bringing upon them; and thus the nation, 
confounded and deceived by the crafty 
miſrepreſentations of intereſted knaves, o- 
verlooks or miſtakes the real and evident 
cauſes of its own misfortunes. Judge then 
what FIR the pamphleteering cham- 

pions 
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pions on your ſide of the water muſt have 
for aſſerting, that the Portugueſe have now 
formed the proper ideas of liberty, that 
they have opened their eyes, and are no 
more led blindfold by their Prieſts, as for- 
merly. Good night. 
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ENT. 


Liſbon, 1779. 


DAR BRO TTR, 


I MUST requeſt you to obſerve, that it is in 
conſequence of your own deſire, as expreſ- 
ſed to me by your laſt letter, that I have 
limited my general obſervations to this little 
kingdom, without touching but by accident 
on the ſtate of Spain, with which I have 
a more intimate perſonal acquaintance, I 
am ſenſible indeed, that it is very natural 
for a man like you, fixed in a commercial 
line, in the capital of the Britiſh empire, 

' between which and Portugal there has ſo 
long exiſted a trade ſo lucrative to the for- 
mer, to be inquiſitive concerning the paſt 
and preſent ſtate of the latter country. 


In anſwer to your query concerning the 
ſtate of Portugal continuing to ſubſiſt as 
an independent kingdom, or returning to 
the poſſeſhon of the Crown of Spain, as 


appears 
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appears moſt natural, I am not a little 
afraid ſuch a diſcuſſion would carry me 
beyond my depth in politics, and that I 
ſhould not be able to give you the neceſſary 
ſatisfaction on a point involving ſo many 
different conſiderations. The ſtate of the 
great peninſula of Spain, at the time the 
province of Luzitania aſſumed the figure of 
a ſeparate kingdom, fully accounts for the 
facility with which that event was brought 
about ; but if you were to believe only half 
of what the graveſt and moſt claſſical of 
the Portugueſe hiſtorians aſſert, nothing 
leſs than a miracle was neceſſary to eſta- 
bliſh ſuch an empire as is only to end with 
the world itſelf. Like the cruel and wicked 
Emperor Conſtantine the Great, their firſt 
King Afﬀoncgo Henriques, at the battle of 
Ourique, where he deſtroyed ſo many my- 
riads of Moors, had alſo the Labarum or 
the Croſs diſplayed to him in the clouds, 
with the In hoc figno vinces annexed to it; 
and they boldly aſſert, by irrefragable 
proofs, taken from Holy Writ, that before 
the end of time, the Portugueſe nation is 
to conquer and ſwallow up all others in 
itſelf. This poſitive prophecy may ſerve 
as a comfortable reflection to thoſe who do 
not wiſh for a ſpeedy diſſolution of the 
preſent ſyſtem of things, for according to 
| | Every 
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every human appearance at preſent, no 
nation in Europe is at ſo great a diſtance 
from being in a fituation to fulfil ſuch a 
prediction; and this very circumſtance, as 
uſual in fuch caſes, is exactly what makes 
the people more ſtrenuous in believing it. 
However that may be, it is unqueſtionable 
that the ſpirit of chivalry which then poſ- 
ſeſſed them, and afterwards their exploits 
in the Eaſt, evinced to the world that, as 
the times then went, they thought like 
men, and certainly fought like ſoldiers ; 
and it is alſo certain, that their extenſive 
_ eonqueſts in Aſia, together with the unfa- 
vourable circumſtance of falling themſelves 
under the Spaniſh yoke in Europe, was 
what chiefly paved the way for the rich 
poſſeſſions the other European nations now 
hold in that part of the world. The mer- 
cilefs and perfecuting ſpirit of the Catholic 
religion, joined to the dark and ſullen diſ- 
poſition of Philip the Second, the Demon 
of the South, and fome of his fucceſſors, 
loſt a number of fine provinces to the 
Crown of Spain; and the jealouſy excited 
in the other powers of Europe, by the 
all-graſping fpirit of conqueft that Crown 
then exhibited, made them look on with 
indifference, or even countenance the Por- 


ith when . afterwards ſhook off 
the 
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the Spaniſh Government, owing to the 


miſmanagement of the Conde Duque de 
Olivares, and to the forces of Spain being 
employed in other quarters; and the ex- 
travagant profits in trade which the Portu- 
gueſe immediately after held out to the 
Engliſh, French and Dutch, engaged thoſe 
nations, on different occaſions, to ſupport 
them in their ſucceſsful revolt; and 1t 1s 
nothing but the political jealouſy of the 
other nations, which ſtill continues to pre- 
ſerve that of Portugal now as an indepen- 


dent kingdom. 


But the ſpirit of the nation as men, and 
their courage as ſoldiers, are in the courſe 
of theſe laſt hundred years entirely evapo- 
rated, and the acceſſion of the weak and bi- 
goted family of Braganga has only ſerved 


to depreſs their ſpirits, and add to their 
load of mifery. Arts and induſtry, and. 
every ſort of modern improvement are ſtill 


unknown among them as a nation, and are 


only praiſed by a fer foreign adventurers, 


who avail themſelves of the national indo- 
lence and ignorance; and their gold from 
South America only paſſes through their 


hands | into thoſe of more induſtrious coun- 


tries, in return for the indiſpenſible articles 


of food and raiment. Whenever they have 
Vol. II. 5 been 
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been puſhed by their neighbours the Caſti- 
lians, Foreign Officers and troops have been 
called in to fight their battles, and after 
doing ſo, have been as often rewarded with 
ingratitude, inſult and neglect. An illibe- 
ral religion, confiſting entirely in the prac- 
tiſe of exterior uſages and forms, in pa- 
geantry, idol worſhip, and a deteftation of 
heretics, joined to the tremendous ideas 
their Prieſts convey to them, of a God arm- 
ed with anger and vengeance againſt thoſe 
delinquericies they themſelves are pleaſed to 
conſtrue into crimes, and the terrors of Pur- 
gatorial torments with which they ſurround 
the death-beds of their poor expiring peni- 
tents, has driven them to have recourſe by 
prayers, alms, gifts and charities miſplaced, 
to that endleſs number of ſuppoſed interceſ- 
ſors, with which their calendar is filled, 
and has transformed them into a vain, ce- 
remonious, diſingenuous, peeviſh, daſtard- 
ly race; it has baniſhed or ſuppreſſed every 
generous ſentiment inconſiſtent with its very 
nature, and has left fo much the more room 


for the exerciſe and exertions of the baſer 


paſſions of jealouſy, envy, backbiting, 
hatred and revenge, which are continually 
rankling in their breaſts, and which are the 
cauſe of all thoſe private murders and end- 
leſs little dark cabals and intrigues, to be 

f | found 
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found in every ſort of ſociety in this coun- 
try, and ſo little known almoſt any where 
elſe. 


The eaſe with which Philip the Second of 
Spain took poſſeſſion of this country, on the 
death of their Cardinal King Henry, does 
not appear to me half ſo ſurpriſing, as the 
difficulties the Spaniards have experienced, 
in their attempts to do the ſame thing fre- 
quently ſince; and it muſt be acknowledged 
that, among other cauſes, the independence 
of Portugal as a ſtate, has been much ow- 
ing to want of 1kill in their neighbours, and 
their being almoſt as indifferent ſoldiers as 
themſelves; and yet, after comparing eve- 
ry thing, after viſiting the frontiers of the 
two kingdoms, (as I have endeavoured to 
do with ſomething of a critical eye) to me 
it appears that a ſucceſsful invaſion of 
Portugal from Spain, at leaſt as circum- 
ſtances at preſent ſtand, would be fo exceed- 
ingly probable, or rather certain, that I 
find it very difficult to account for the miſ- 
carriage of their laſt attempt upon 1t in 
1762. To ſay the Court of Spain had, at 
that time, no real intention of invading 
Portugal—that they ſhould ſend an Army 
conſiſting of at leaſt 30, ooo men, with 10 


or 12,000 French auxiliaries, and a large 
Sl 2 Park 
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Park of Artillery drawn by mules, collected 
at a great expence from Catalonia and the 
fartheſt parts of the kingdom—that they 
ſhould be at the expence of eſtabliſhing 
large magazines in different parts of the 
frontiers, and of aſſembling a numerous 
Army there from ſo many different quar- 
ters, and all this, only to make an idle pa- 
rade for three or four months among racks, 
goats and deſerts, would be, I think, ar- 
raigning their prudence and judgment ſill 
more than by any other ſuppoſition—and 
yet, on the other hand, it is aſtoniſhing 
that with ſuch a ſhadow of an Army to op- 
poſe them, they did not make ſome more 
eftectual attempts to penetrate farther. 


But the time ſeems to be now approach- 
ing for that event taking place effectually; 
to my certain knowledge the Prince of the 
Aſturias, the preſent Heir of the Spaniſh 
monarchy has faid, oftener than once, that 
he conſiders Portugal as a province wreſted 
from him, which he will make it his buſi- 
neſs to re-unite to his other poſſeſſions. 
Without the ſmalleſt riſk of compromiſing 
his character, I am of opinion, no military 
man, tolerably well acquainted with the 
circumſtances on both ſides, will heſitate a 
moment in pronouncing as to the aſtoniſh- 

ing 
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ing facility of ſuch an important conqueſt : 
With a covering fleet from Cadiz, off the 
Bar of Liſbon, the manceuvre of Philip the 
Second might be repeated with ſtill greater 
eaſe, and ten thouſand well diſciplined 
troops, (more than neceflary for the enter- 
priſe) could be brought with leſs trouble 
and expence from Cadiz in tranſports, than 
they could aſſemble on the land frontier, 
and enter by the province of Alentejo. A 
landing made good between Caſcaes and 
St. Julian's, or between this laſt place and 
Liſbon, would meet with a very feeble re- 
ſiſtance from four or five, or were they 
even twenty bad Regiments, abſolutely 
without Officers, and would only encreaſe 
the confuſion, and put the invaders in 
poſſeſſion of a large ſtraggling city, now 
entirely open on all quarters. The city of 
Porto would be carried with eaſe in the 
ſame manner; and whoever is maſter of 
theſe two emporiums, is abſolutely in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the kingdom, which, without 
them, is not an object of any attention, 
and would ſoon after, with the enemy on 
both ſides, fall of itſelf; and with a little 
military addreſs, all this might be effected 
before the news of ſuch an attempt could 
have almoſt time to reach any other coun- 
try. | 
The 
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The preſent enlightened ſtate of the un- 
derſtandings of a number of individuals, 
eſpecially among the younger part of the 
Spaniſh Nobility, and the late attempts, 
though unſucceſsful, of the Court to ſhake 
off the yoke of the Clergy, and the deteſta- 
ble Inquiſition, are however certain pre- 
ſages of victory on ſome future occaſion, 
perhaps not very diſtant; in which caſe, 
the moſt auſpicious event for the kingdom 
of Portugal, (all but the worthleſs Nobility 
and Clergy of it) would be to return under 
the dominion of Spain, when they would 
meet with a treatment from Spaniſh Go- 
vernors and Superiors very different from 
what they formerly experienced. It would 
be the evident intereſt of a humane and 


. ſenſible Miniſtry, to make this nation im- 


mediately perceive the effects of their 
change of maſters, by alleviating the many 


oppreſſions they now labour under, by to- 


tally ſuppreſſing the power of infamous 
Churchmen, by making their overgrown 


' eſtates contribute to the comfort and relief 
of the more diſtreſſed and uſeful members 


of the ſtate, and by treating them all with 
that candour and liberality, ſo natural to 
Spaniards, which ought to be almoſt ſuffi- 


. cient to make honeſt men of kna ves, and 


converts of reprobates. 
| "i. A Spa- 
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A Spaniſh Gentleman is naturally of a 
generous and noble diſpoſition, fully of 
honor, integrity and good faith, and this 
even in ſpite of all the cruelty and inſo- 
lence they have ſuffered from their infa- 
mous taſkmaſters of the Church : con- 
founded and ſtupified as they have been, 
their ſenſes hood-winked and bewildered, 
from the moment they open their eyes, by 
the ridiculous dogmas of an abſurd reli- 
gion, and by the charms of ſuch an en- 
chantment continued unbroken through 
life, all the unjuſtifiable and unmanly ef- 
forts of Prieſtcraft have not been ſufficient 
entirely to extinguiſh in them the ſenſe of 
what they owe to themſelves as men, and 
to the reſt of mankind as brethren. What 
then have we not reaſon to expect from 
ſuch men, when once freed from thoſe 
trammels in which their underſtandings 
have hitherto been ſo cruelly cramped and 
confined—when we ſhall ſee them ſpurning 
thoſe hoary impoſtors with all that fire of 
indignation a generous mind naturally feels 
at having been ſo long and ſo groſsly im- 
poſed on ? 


The effects of eccleſiaſtical deſpotiſm 
have been much more fatal to this un- 
happy country, where the ſpirits of men 

| are 
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are entirely ſubjected and reduced by it, 
and like the air we breathe, which, when 


it has loſt its elaſtic force, becomes imme- 
diately putrid and corrupted, ſo the gene- 


ral manners here are nothing but a con- 


gregate of mean, low and ſordid vices, 
nearly unknown among perſons of diſtinc- 
tion in Spain; and ſo fixed are the Clergy 


in their deſpotic rule over the people, 


whom they cruſh and trample on, that this 
very people would be the firſt to revenge 
their caufe on whoever ſhould attempt to 


injure them |! 


Upon the whole, therefore, it is evident, 
that abſtracting from the little partial con- 
fined views and ideas of intereſted politi- 


cians, every friend to humanity is deeply 
concerned in wifhing the kingdom of Por- 


tugal mav again take its place as the richeſt 


and beſt of the Spaniſh provinces; and, as 
it is much more than probable there will 


be an end of the power of the Church in 
Spain in the courſe of the next century, ſo 
the reaſonable and well grounded hopes 
ſuch a proſpect affords of a victory and 
conqueſt over the inſolence and tyranny of 
bigotry and ſuperſtition, in favour of the 


juſt rights and liberties of mankind, muſt 


raiſe and dilate every feeling heart with 
the 
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the pureſt ſort of joy and diſintereſted ex- 
ultation on ſeeing the times approach, 
when by far the largeſt and fineſt peninſula 
in Europe, after groaning and ſuffering 
for ſo. many ages under every ſpecies f 
cruelty and inſult, the mercileſs and unre- 
lenting hand of religious error and phrenzy 
could excogitate and inflict, is now, at 
laſt, about to become the happieſt and 
moſt fortunate. 


I muſt here cloſe my correſpondence 
with you from this country—the new mar- 
ried couples are returned from Cintra, and 
having already repaid the numerous viſits 
of congratulation they received from almoſt 
every perſon of conſequence here, natives 
as well as foreigners, we are all anxious to 
embark, as we ſhall do this very night on 
board the ſame packet which conveys this 
letter, which however will come to your 
hand long before we reach the Capital of 
England, as I hinted to you in a former 
epiſtle. The young Portuguele ſtudent John 
Carlos, is ready to break his heart on the 
occaſion of our departure, and is about to 
return to proſecute his ſtudies at the Uni- 
verſity of Coimbra. Lord Freeman dread- 
ed that we ſhould have been detained by 
Colonel Priolet, who had neglected to apply 

Vor. II. Tt for 
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for his diſmiſſion from this ſervice till he 
returned from Cintra, but, ſtrange to tell, 
and contrary to all precedent and their 
common dilatory method of doing all ſort 
of buſineſs, the moment he applied for it, 
he got it, as it ſeems they had it ready for 
him, and it is even drawn up in terms and 
expreſſions highly creditable for Mr. Priolet, 
ſo deſirous are the Prieſts to get rid of him, 
nor is he leſs delighted to embrace ſo favor- 
able an opportunity of abandoning ſuch a 
ſervice, where his ſincere and only regret 
is that of leaving behind him ſome worthy - 
Officers of his own country, whoſe circum- 
ſtances do not permit them to follow his 
example. 


Farewell. 


THE END. 


wallErgS. 
4 Riponrinty, | 
Kanon 


„„ 


Among other miſtakes there may be of the Preſs, the Reader 
is requeſted to correct the following : 


Vor. I. 
Page 15, line 28, for Oſſonoba read Cuniſtorgis. 
P.-$47, 5:9, }-mi rin. | 
P. 282, J. 13, f. St. John de Foſcoa, r. St. John da 
Peſqueira. 
A 
P. 78, J. 25, f. ther. their.— Line 26, f. their r. the. 
P. 180, J. 27, J. Calcavilla r. Calcavella. 
P. 192, J. 14, J. immediatdly r. immediately. 
P. 229, J. 26, f. never go r. never to go. 
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